Preface 


You can tell the difference between the 
optimist and a pessimist by taking them 
to downtown Terre Haute. The pessimist 
says half of downtown is torn down; the 
optimist says half of the buildings are still 
standing. 

Yet looking at the present conditions of 
downtown could challenge even the most 
devoted positive thinker. Supposedly 
visitors and new industries judge a city by 
its downtown district, in which case what 
passes through the mind of those visitors 
perhaps is best left unsaid. 

The destiny of downtown reached a 
turning point probably at the worst 
moment possible economically. 

Unstable interest rates are buffeting 
the fragile hopes for a new construction 
boom. 

A very pragmatic city administration is 
standing back to let private interests take 
the initiative. 

Private groups are largely in disarray in 
attempts to organize all groups, commit- 
tees and proposals into a single, 
cohesive plan. 

So says the pessimist. But man is that 
curious creature of faith. The optimist 
looks around and says: 

The Root’s store building finally is 
cleared away, breaking down some psy- 
chological stumbling blocks. 

Commitment of bankers to the down- 
town area has never faltered. 

The Terre Haute House may become a 
housing project for the elderly. 

What kind of person are you, the 
optimist or pessimist? 

With that in mind, The Spectator con- 
tinues its coverage of downtown develop- 
ment in this second of two parts. 


Downtown preservation 


With rapid changes in the downtown 
skyline, demolition of old structures has 
aroused interest in preservation of many 
buildings still left. 

“We are not obstructionists, ” William 
Pickett, Rose-Hulman history professor, 
adamantly maintains. A leading member 
of the architectural commission of Terre 
Haute Civic Improvement, Pickett and 
others are outlining goals for a historic 
preservation district (see the accom- 
panying article and map). 

But one can detect a marked lack of 
enthusiasm for the concept particularly 
among members of the business com- 
munity. With a bad taste lingering from 
early-60s urban renewal, real estate 
owners remain unconvinced for the need 
or desirability of an additional layer of 
bureaucracy. 

Is preservation the flip side of the urban 
renewal coin, wary individuals ask. 


(continued on page 15) 


A brightly-lit downtown at night 
twinkles in the camera lens of photo- 


grapher Carl Roger Orth. 
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Past, present and future 


The local Architectural Commis- 
sion believes the past can be our 
guide to the future. A survey of old 
buildings offers some ideas. 


By Bob Kennedy 


“Old buildings tell something about a 
community. If they are inhabited and in 
good repair, they tell passersby that peo- 
ple care. If they are abandoned, they tell 
visitors that their neighborhood is one in 
which people do not want to live or do 
business. Instead of producing income 
for their upkeep and attracting people to 
their neighborhood, they become a threat 
to human safety, a source of dangerous 
glass shards, exposed wires, and falling 
bricks. In the first case, the message is 
positive, even hopeful; in the second, it is 
negative, evoking economic failure, 
physical injury, even death. 

“The fact of their use or vacancy is the 
most important way buildings communi- 
cate, but they also “talk” in a number of 
other ways. A court house whose domed 
Spire is visible for miles attracts visitors 
by its architectural eloquence -- the pro- 
duct of county fathers who, over a 
hundred years ago, displayed their vision 
of a community based on law and, at the 
same time, their civic pride by commis- 
sioning not just a court house, but a 
masterpiece of the high style of the 
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French second empire with gray columns, 
symmetrical wings, tall arched windows 
and interior balconies... .” 

The above quotation is part of a recent 
report made by William B. Pickett, chair- 
man of the Architectural Commission. 
The Commission is an advisory arm of 
Terre Haute Civic Improvement, Inc. 
Pickett is professor of history at Rose- 
Hulman Institute of Technology. 

The report continues: 

“Until recently, decisions to save or 
destroy an old building had less to do with 
their history and design than with 
whether the owner could find a buyer or a 
tenant for the property. If he could not, 
after a time a decision was made to tear it 
down. Even old court houses became vic- 
tims of the wrecker’s ball. During the last 
few years, however, many communities, 
encouraged by architects and urban 
planners, and by numerous state and 
federal programs, have begun to look at 
the old buildings in a downtown area as a 
new kind of civic resource. 

While construction costs for new build- 
ings are going up each year, those costs 
for many old buildings were paid off long 
ago. Old buildings also can be more effi- 
cient in their use of energy because they 
have windows which can be opened or 
closed to provide non-mechanical heat- 
ing and cooling (at least ventilation) dur- 
ing certain months of the year. With the 
new interest in saving gasoline by living 
close to one’s place of work, people, par- 
ticularly those without children, are find- 
ing also that old buildings lend a richness 
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or charm to an urban environment by pro- 
viding links with the community's social 
and cultural values. 

“Unlike the newly-constructed Vic- 
torian downtowns which one finds in 
amusement parks like Six Flags or Dis- 
neyland, revitalized downtowns of 
Indianapolis, Columbus and Madison, 
Indiana, and St. Louis, Missouri, for exam- 
ple, contain authentic old areas desig- 
nated as historic districts. 

“Using criteria set up by the Heritage 
Conservation and Recreation Service of 
the U.S. Department of the Interior, pri- 
vate groups such as Historic Landmarks 
Foundation of Indiana and state agencies 
such as the Department of Natural 
Resources, Historic Preservation Division 
have assisted local communities in es- 
tablishing districts of buildings which 
because of their architectural and/or 
historical value are listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

“Once listed, a process which is always 
done with the consent and cooperation of 
the owners, the buildings are protected 
from demolition using state or federal 
money and eligible for federal matching 
grants and tax incentives to encourage 
renovation and reuse. In virtually every 
case where historic districts have been 
established, the city has experienced an 
increase in the number of people who 
came downtown, has become more 
appealing to visitors, and has undergone 
a certain economic rebirth. Instead of 
becoming a lost resource or a safety 
hazard, irreplaceable old buildings have 
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begun again to contribute to their com- 
munity...” 

The first charge to the Architectural 
Commission from Terre Haute Civic 
Improvement, Inc. was to conduct a 
survey of buildings in Terre Haute that 
have “architectural and historical signifi- 
cance.” They have received a grant of 
matching funds in the amount of $4800 
from the Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources to pay for research and pre- 
paration of information and data based 
upon the initial survey. 

Three hundred forty five buildings were 
surveyed and photographed. About two 
hundred eight of these have been deter- 
mined to be architecturally and 
historically significant. 

The initial survey work and selection of 
buildings was conducted by William 
Selm, an architectural consultant and 
surveyor, and general coordinator of the 
Commission’s initial work. He has not 
only prepared a list of buildings in which 
the Commission is interested, but also a 
detailed map of the area showing location 
and relation to surroundings. 

Locations and buildings of particular 
interest to the Commission include the 
Terre Haute House and other buildings in 
the immediate vicinity of Wabash and 
Seventh, including the Merchants 
National Bank Building, the Terminal 
Arcade, the Hulman and Company offices 
and warehouses, the Wabash Fort Har- 
rison building and the railroad station and 
freight sheds on Wabash adjacent to the 
Hulman factory to the south and east. 
Other important buildings on the east 
side of the central business district would 
include the Scottish Rite Building, the 
Fairbanks Library building, the Elks 
building, and the Indiana Theatre. Of 
course, all the downtown churches could 
also be included. 

Extending west on Wabash, the Com- 
mission recommends that the Terre 
Haute First National Bank buildings with 
classical limestone facades be 
preserved. The Spectator building, the 
Readmore Bookstore building, the Corner 
Furniture Store, the Sycamore building, 
the buildings containing the Saratoga 
Cafe and the block across the street are 
others considered by the Commission 
worthy of careful consideration. 


On Third Street the Commission would 
recommend preserving the Court House 
and the old Opera House building at the 
corner of Ohio Street, Other buildings in 
which the Commission is interested are 
the Bindley Drug building, the Woodburn 
building, and the Big Four station at the 
Conrail tracks and Seventh Street. The 
Commission also suggests that the alley 
which runs east from the front door of the 
Court House could be cleaned up and 
made into a major pedestrian 
thoroughfare providing access to stores, 
offices, new shops and cafes, and park- 
ing ramps. 

Dr. Pickett points to many things the 
Architectural Commission and other 
groups have already accomplished in the 
downtown area. He emphasizes that the 
Commission has only an advisory role 
and that it does not propose to have a lot 
of empty, old buildings left standing 
unused simply because they are interest- 


ing. The Commission acknowledges that 
any old buildings that are retained must 
have specific commercial as well as 
aesthetic value in drawing people to the 
downtown area. 

Dr. Pickett and other members of the 
Commission do have a vision. They see 
downtown Terre Haute as a government 
center for city, county, state and national 
administrative and judicial offices; as an 
educationa! and cultural center with con- 
tinued liaison between Indiana State 
University, the public library and 
bookstores; as a business center with 
local insurance, real estate, legal and 
financial offices in close proximity to 
each other; as a sports and entertain- 
ment center involving the Hulman Civic 
Center, the Indiana Theatre, the ‚Early 
Wheels Museum, the Swope Art Gallery, 
and other locales for entertainment and 
relaxation. 

The Commission believes that such a 
grid for a variety of activities would draw 
large groups of people downtown at 
different times of the day and night. They 
also believe that the downtown area 
could be made more appealing to “people 
traffic’ with pleasant, litter-free walk- 
ways through perhaps what are now 
alleys or vacant lots; more grass, shrub- 
bery, flowers and trees: more conve- 
niently-located, open and easily accessi- 
ble cafes, coffee shops, ice-cream shops, 
bars, delicatessens, flower shops, gift 
shops, antique shops, craft shops and so 
forth. 

In this general plan, the Commission 
feels that there could be regularly 
scheduled concerts (some outdoors); art 
exhibits, craft demonstrations, and enter- 
tainment performances. Permanent 
sculptures and children’s climbing 
apparatus could be installed. Sidewalk 
vendors might operate in the area. 

Since the role of the Architectural 
Commission is purely advisory it remains 
to be seen if such plans and ideas can be 
integrated with other realistic develop- 
ments in the downtown area. 
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Attempts to save the terra cotta faces 
on the Root’s store failed during demoli- 
tion. The Architectural Commission 
hopes to preserve the architectural 
heritage of other buildings. 


Destiny of Downtown 
continued from page 13 


Businessmen place importance on the 
ability to “control their own destiny,” Don 
Smith, president of Terre Haute First 
National Bank, explained. The bank, the 
sixth largest in Indiana, controls the 
largest chunk of properties on Wabash 
Avenue in terms of frontage--around 12% 
even before the acquisitions and options 
acquired on the Root’s store building and 
adjoining properties. Between the bank 
and the Hulman interests, the two own 
nearly one-fourth of downtown frontage 
on Wabash Avenue from Third to Ninth 
Streets. Since the bank officials still con- 
template building a multi-million dollar of- 
fice/shopping complex, their interest in 
the destiny of downtown seems obvious. 

The bank faces some tough decisions, 
not least among them the determination 
of the fate of the main branch at 643 
Wabash once plans for a new structure 
are finalized. Murals painted by Vincent 
Aderante on the bank walls in the early 
20s distinguish the structure. "I hope I’m 
not the one who has to make that deci- 
sion,” Don Smith said. 

Smith inferred some planning is 
necessary, although he prefers that such 
planning remain in the hands of private 
interests. After all, why construct a new 
bank office of 60,000 to 100,000 square 
feet at a cost of around $60 per square 
foot if someone can build a hamburger 
stand behind it, he reasons. 

So the nagging questions of preserva- 
tion versus new construction persist. 
Who is going to pay for preservation and 
restoration? Who determines if Hills 
Snappy Service should be placed on the 
list of buildings to save? Who says that 
the Smith Hardware store should be con- 
demned but that the bus arcade should 
be restored? Should the post office be 
allowed to build a complex along Wabash 
Avenue where Meis now stands? 

Similar questions faced Evansville offi- 
cials when they instituted in 1975 the 
Original Evansville Preservation Com- 
mission. Part of the Metropolitan 
Development Department, the commis- 
sion oversees any changes in an 80- 
block riverside area. The district includes 
the oldest residential area of the city, with 
some structures dating back to the 
1820s and 1830s. 

The commission utilizes the National 
Register, according to Douglas Stern, 
historic preservation officer. But the 
federal register carries little authority to 
preserve buildings. Thus in 1975 
individuals prodded city officials to pass 
a local ordinance. 

In the past five year,s the commission 
reviewed about 110 applications. The 
commission denied approval only in four 
or five cases, Stern says. Without com- 
mission's sanction, the building commis- 
sioner cannot issue a permit for con- 
struction. Usually, though, Stern says, the 
commission arrives at a compromise with 
real estate owners to amend unaccepta- 
ble applications. The commission allowed 
demolition in a few instances. 

Stern noted the ordinance would never 
have passed without the backing and full 
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support of citizens and the city adminis- 
tration. 

Such support for planning programs in 
Terre Haute has been notoriously poor. 
Local historian Dorothy Clark recalled the 
hassles in raising funds to move the 
Dresser home to Fairbanks Park. 

Yet Harold Baker believes a new “con- 
servation ethic’ is developing not only 
nationwide but in Terre Haute as well. 
The director of rehabilitation projects at 
the Terre Haute Housing Authority, Baker 
notes that it is unusual for a city the size 
of Terre Haute not to have a city planning 
department. ‘‘Terre Haute needs to 
develop a plan that is energy efficient,” 
Baker said. Energy saved through 
remodeling and restoration of old build- 
ings versus new construction can pay 
operating costs of the structure for 
several years, Baker claims. 

Federal monies in the UDAG (Urban 
Development Action Grant) program can 
help pay for restoration. But strings 
attached to such programs can frustrate 
applicants. Abe Malooley, owner of the 
Saratoga Cafe at 431 Wabash, has not 
obtained any UDAG money after seven 
months. Still others are thwarted since 
they only rent space and do not own a 
building. 

So the city stumbles toward resolving 
some of downtown's woes. What is worth 
preserving? Vigorous demolition policies 
in the past already robbed the city of 
some of its oldest structures. Fire took 
care of the rest (such as Preston House). 
What remains are buildings of relatively 
recent construction around the turn of the 
century. And no guarantees exist that 
these structures will be spared from the 
wrecking ball. 


The ISU Connection 

With the overbuilding of dorms in the 
60s behind them, ISU officials are once 
again looking toward more modest 
expansion in the 80s. 

The major project now underway is a 
new School of Technology building on the 
northeast corner of Sixth and Cherry 
Streets. University officials earmarked up 
to $4.7 million for the structure with 
another $1 million for remodeling of the 
present structure. They have set aside 
enough funds to get the project going 
despite the unstable interest rate situa- 
tion. They might sell bonds at some later 
date when the financial market is more 
favorable to recoup monies. 

The project entered the very early 
preliminary stages several months ago. 
Architects are still preparing schematics 
and working drawings. Final plans are 
still some months away. Groundbreaking 
might occur in late summer or early fall, 
according to President Richard Landini. 
Estimated cost: $75 per square foot. 

Already some complaints can be heard 
from businessmen about the loss of park- 
ing space. The new building will be raised 
on the lot adjacent to the Terre Haute Gas 
Corporation building. A daily, pay parking 
lot occupies the site now. 


continued on page 70 
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ng shows Wabash Avenue in the 1880s. 
Notice that much of the old Bindley block and McKeen block are 
now gone. Part of the Bindley block was torn down in the early 
1960s to make room for Osco Drug Store, which itself became 
vacant in January, 1980. 


The way we were in... 
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The way we were 


By Frances E. Hughes 


Until there is more positive action on 
the part of those who are working to build 
up downtown Terre Haute and who 
apparently do have some tangible plans 
in mind, there will probably be more 
pessimists than optimists among the resi- 
dents. 

But the “We're Going Up” sign must 
mean that we really are. 

With nostalgia, there are many Terre 
Hauteans who remember downtown 
Terre Haute when it was in its prime in the 
1920s--just before the Great Depression. 
Probably it was the Depression more than 
any other factor that started the decay of 
the downtown area. For it was then that 
one started to see empty stores. 

When remembering all the kinds of 
competitive businesses in the area from 
Ninth Street to the river and from Cherry 
to Walnut streets in those days, one is 
amazed at the scope of the mercantile 
area. 

It was the very heart of the city. When 
out on dates, young people in their cars 
found it interesting to drive not only 
through the Red Light District for a thrill 
and to see what was going on but to drive 
up and down the “Main Drag,” as Wabash 
Avenue was Called by them. 

Wiley High School students gathered 
after school in Bauer's Drug Store or 
Hughes Luncheonette and Candy Shop 
to have cokes, make dates and visit with 
their friends. 

Business men and women had a big 
choice of places to eat in the downtown 
area. The Toasty Shop, where the New 
Deli is now, was a favorite as was 
McPeak’s Restaurant at 663 Wabash 
Avenue. Thompson's Cafeteria was near 
Seventh and Wabash and Berry's 
Restaurant was between Seventh 
and Eighth streets on Wabash. Ander- 
son's Restaurant was on North Seventh 
Street for awhile. 

The Goodie Shop was in operation 
even then, and Chili Chambers on Ohio 
Street served the best chili in town. 
Johnson's Luncheonette and Candy 
Shop and King Lem Inn, a fine Chinese 
restaurant, were popular. 

After church on Sundays, many 
families ate downtown in the many dining 
places, and they also dined out there fre- 
quently in the evenings. Then, they would 
stroll down both sides of Wabash Avenue 
on occasion even when the stores were 
closed. 

Downtown Terre Haute had several 
hotels in those days with good food and 
excellent service in their dining rooms. 
There were the Hotel Deming, Terre 
Haute House, Filbeck, Croxton, Indois, 
Husted and Tuller hotels, all within this 
area. 

At the Croxton on Ohio Street, many of 
the vaudeville and stock company per- 
sonalities stayed when they played Terre 
Haute. When Terre Haute was a big base- 
ball center, these players also preferred 
the Croxton. 


Many people went downtown at night 
just to get a hot tamale from James 
Harver, the “hot tamale man,” who sta- 
tioned himself on the southwest corner of 
Seventh and Main (Wabash Avenue). He 
was there at 9 o'clock every night to sell 
these delicacies wrapped in corn husks. 

Or families went to the Coney Island 
place between Eighth and Ninth Street to 
get its incomparable hot dogs. If they 
wanted a quick meal at home they visited 
Smith's Delicatessen. 

If you didn’t own an automobile or 
electric car, you rode the streetcar down- 
town, as all the streetcars converged 
there. 

Besides the candy shops connected 
with luncheonettes, there were several 
others on Wabash Avenue. Other candy 
shops were a Martha Washington shop in 
the Indiana Theater Building, Greek 
Candy Kitchen, Daphne Candy Shop and 
Patsy Mahanney'’s on the corner of Eighth 
Street and Wabash Avenue, which 
specialized in taffy. 

Besides Bauer’s Drug Store, there were 
Buntin’s, Oak Hill Pharmacy Shandy's, 
Valentine’s, L.K. Liggett, Kohl's Pharmacy 
and several Gillis Drug Stores. 

Bakeries were represented downtown 
by Beall’s Bon Ton, Walters Downtown 
Bakery and Jerry Fitzgerald’s Bakery. 

Theaters drew residents to the down- 
town area and there were many of them 
then. They included the Indiana, Ameri- 
can, Liberty, Hippodrome, Orpheum, 
Fountain, Savoy, Crescent and the Grand 
Opera House. Here movies, stage shows, 
vaudeville and stock companies kept 
many attractions going. 

The Jazz Age of the 1920s was an 
exciting time, especially for young peo- 
ple. They loved to dance in those days 
and they could go downtown for that, too. 
Tokyo was one of the most popular 
places. It was on the second floor of a 
building on South Ninth Street. The 
Orpheum Theater was turned into a 
dance hall for awhile. Eward Brothers 
Dance Hall was at Sixth and One-half and 
Wabash Avenue. 

Private dances also were popular then, 
given by individuals or organizations. 
Saturday nights were dance nights at the 
downtown Elks Lodge and the Knights of 
Columbus. All of the hotels always had 
New Year's Eve dinner-dances, as did the 
lodges and clubs. 

Sororities, clubs and individuals rented 
the ballrooms of the hotels, lodges, clubs 
and the Phoenix Hall, now the Labor Tem- 
ple, for special dances all through the 
year. 

Most of the downtown churches were 
built many years ago and they remain. 
The only ones torn down are the First 
Baptist Church, Sixth and Walnut streets, 
and Methodist Temple, Seventh and Pop- 
lar streets. 

Indiana State University buildings did 
not quite extend to the downtown area in 
those days. The YMCA was at Ohio Street 
and Spectator Court and the YWCA was 


in the building recently torn down on N. 
7th. The Knights of Columbus hall was on 
the northwest corner of Ninth and Ohio 
streets. 

The Tribune Building was there then, 
and the Star was on the southeast corner 
of Sixth and Ohio streets, while the Post 
was on North Fifth Street. The Spectator 
was in its present location. 

Both Woolworth’s Five and Ten Cent 
Store and Kresge’s had downtown stores. 
The interurban and later the bus station 
were in the old Terminal Arcade between 
Eighth and Ninth streets. 

At that time there was a downtown food 
market and several groceries in the area, 
including Morris's, “Buff” Kaufman’s and 
Schwartz Kosher Market. Tobacco stores 
included United Cigar Store, where the 
Fanny May Candy Shop is now, and Biel's 
Tobacco Store. 

Pool halls flourished between Eighth 
and Ninth streets, with gambling in sec- 
ond-story rooms and during prohibition, 
some speakeasies there. 

There were seven banks downtown in 
those days -- the Terre Haute Trust Com- 
pany, Terre Haute Savings Bank, McKeen 
National Bank, Terre Haute National 
Bank, First National Bank, United States 
Trust Company, and Citizens National 
Bank besides several building and loan 
companies. Real Estate offices, 
Insurance company offices, dentists and 
doctors, beauty shops and other small of- 
fices were in the bank buildings, other 
downtown buildings, the Grand Opera 
House building, and the Rose Dispensary 
Building. 

What the women miss most downtown 
are the very fine department stores and 
many boutiques located there then. Meis 
and Schultz are the only department 
stores left but there also used to be the A. 
Herz store, Kleeman’s, Siegel's, Smith’s, 
Leverings and Lederer-Feibelman's. 

Specialty shops for women's clothes 
offered a big choice from such stores as 
LaSalle Shop, May Sisters, Petersdorf's, 
Fred Snapp’s, Phil Silver's, Jame-Wolf, 
Star Style Shop and Levinson’s. 

Levi's was a store that specialized in 
nothing by dry goods. There are memo- 
ries of the little wire baskets that traveled 
on cables to the balcony of the store with 
the merchandise and money. Other 
stores had round cylinders that passed 
through pneumatic tubing to take money 
to the store’s offices. 

Men bought their clothes at Tune 
Brothers, Schloss Tailors, Foulkes 
Brothers, later Carl Wolf's; Joseph's, 
Herm Rassel’s, Thorman and Schloss 
and Haley and Quinlan. 

For shoes, one went to Walk-Over Boot 
Shop, Bernheimer’s, Hornung's, Wood 
Posey’s or Hanover. 

There were a couple of barber shops 
for men, several of them in the hotels. 
Ristine’s Beauty Shop and Ernestine 
Myers Dance Studio were over Valen- 


continued on page 70 
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Downtown destiny 


on the lot adjacent to the Terre Haute Gas Cor- 
poration building. A daily, pay parking lot 
occupies the site now. 

An issue even more sensitive is the closing 
of Chestnut Street from Sixth to Seventh 
streets through the campus. B. K. "Pete” Bar- 
ton of the Center for Urban-Regional Studies at 
ISU conducted a survey to determine the 
feasibility of closing the street. The traffic 
survey identifies 95% of the traffic as “cam- 
pus-oriented,” a euphemism meaning student 
traffic or delivery vans traveling onto campus. 
City officials are likely to hotly contest those 
figures. Concrete supply companies also might 
influence the outcome since their cement 
trucks often travel Chestnut street through the 
campus. 

Sid Levin's lifelong interest in downtown 
began when he was a boy hanging around his 
father’s tailor shop at Fourth and Ohio. Today, 
as owner of the Corner Furniture Store, he 
says, “You can take a 10-year-old to look at 
figures and realize (property taxes are) not 
fair.” 

After wading through assessment records, 
however, such conclusions may not be so 
easily drawn. Nonetheless, the Fair Share Tax 
Association, a band of nearly three dozen 
downtown property owners, filed an appeal to 
the State Tax Board of Review several months 
ago concerning reassessment. In 1975, the 
same group under Levin's leadership protested 
assessments. After 22 years of appeals and a 
lawsuit, the FSTA won a settlement in Nov., 
1977, which lowered 1978 property taxes by 
$340,000 for 34 property owners. 

Then came reassessment. 

Originally, reassessment raised values of 
properties in Harrison Township by an average 
6.5% while values in outlying townships 
increased 30% to 100%. Numerous reviews 
followed. Downtown properties, many with 
three or four different figures for reassessment 
(some with five), received close scrutiny. Pro- 
perty owners were scared or confused. Total 
assessed values (the total of land and improve- 
ments) went up and down like a yo yo. For ins- 
tance, Lots No. Four and Five at 645 Wabash, 
owned by Terre Haute First National Bank, 
went from an original reassessment of $19,000 
to $66,840 to the final $29,190. Other property 
owned by the bank at 511 and 513 Wabash 
went from $47,420 to $48,430 to $39,490. 
Assessment of 640 Wabash owned by the 636 
Corporation went from $12,500 to $30,370 to 
$27,430. Assessors drastically reduced 
assessed value of the Terre Haute House 
owned by Terre Haute Realty Corporation. The 
property at 700 to 718 Wabash was originally 
appraised at $225,940 but was reduced to 
$132,980 during reassessment review. 

Since many property owners were up in 
arms, the final review lowered many assess- 
ments, which drove up the tax rate). 

Comparing assessed values with other shop- 
ping districts irks downtown property owners 
even more. They complain that other properties 
are undervalued. Realistically they do not 
expect to lower their assessments, but they 


Assessed 

Property Owner value ($) 
1. Honey Creek Corp 259,330 
2. T.H. Realty Corp. 

(Terre Haute House) 132,980 
3. Garland Cooper 

(301-13 Wabash, etc.) 58,245 
4.624 Corp. (Meis) 84,330 
§. T.H. 1st Natl. 

(511-13 Wabash) 39,490 


NOTE: Property taxes are calculated by divid- 
ing assessed value by 100 and multiplying by 
the tax rate. Figures for assessed value and 
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Continued from page 16 


feel assessments of some shopping centers 
should be increased. Property tax distribution 
today is subsidizing and perpetuating the 
growth of shopping centers, some FSTA mem- 
bers feel. 

For instance, reassessment set the 
assessed value of Honey Creek Corporation 
(i.e. Honey Creek Square) at $259,330. The 
corporation owns 59.10 acres. Yet appraisal of 
K-Mart at 25th and Wabash, which sits on 
15.72 acres, delivered an assessed value of 
$366,760. Disparity shows up in the assessed 
value of the Terre Haute House, which carries 
a value of $132,980 -- reduced from the origi- 
nal $225,940. 

But assessment values are an abstract term, 
supposedly one-third of the true cash value 
which has a tenuous and unclear relation to 
actual market value. These numbers do not 
take on meaning until the assessed valuation is 
multiplied by the tax rate. Discrepancies 
appear much clearer then. 

(Caution: these values may not be the actual 
amount the property owner will pay, since 
various credits such as mortgage exemption 
can reduce the final total. The figures are use- 
ful for comparison, however). 

For instance, Garland Cooper owns the block 
of condemned, abandoned buildings at Third 
and Wabash which formerly housed Smith 
Hardware. He will pay property taxes on 301- 
313 Wabash Ave. and 22 S. 3rd St. which total 
more than one-third of the tax burden placed 
on Honey Creek Square real estate. Refer to 
the following table to draw your own conclu- 
sions. 

If Honey Creek Square had been annexed 
into the city, the property tax payment would 
amount to $32,287. 

The old myth that a single downtown parking 
lot was assessed more than all shopping cen- 
ters may be a bit far-fetched. But apparently 
reassessment did not resolve all disparities, 
either. At least not in the minds of downtown 
property owners. As appraiser John Newlin 
said: “It’s very difficult to rock the boat. 
Assessors find it difficult to make changes.” A 
new lawsuit by downtown owners will probably 
result. 


They say downtown has more of everything. 
Downtown certainly has a wealth, if not overa- 
bundance, of opinions from various community 


leaders. In conclusion, we sifted through notes ` 


for some thoughts and ideas from the following 
individuals: 

BILL PICKETT, member of architectural 
commission: “We are not obstructionists. We 
do not want to create museums.” 

SID LEVIN, businessman and former Down- 
town Business Association president: ‘We do 
business like this is the only place to shop.” 

Retail establishments comprise less than 
one-fourth of downtown businesses. Thus 
Downtown wil! always exist in some form. 

PETE CHALOS, Mayor of Terre Haute: Don't 
let the prophets of doom scare you. Other 
cities have experienced the same difficulties in 
downtown development. 


Tax rate ($) 


per $100 A.V. Payment ($) % of H.C.S. 
8.06 20,902 
12.45 16,556 79.2 
12.45 7,251 34.7 
12.45 10,499 502 
12.45 4,620 220 


payment columns are rounded off to the 
nearest dollar. 


case standing water remains along 
downtown curbs for hours after rain has 
Stopped, as one witty merchant protested 
several weeks ago with this sign. 


The way we were 
Continued from page 17 


tine’s Drug Store, and Mary Hansel had a 
beauty shop on Ohio Street. Department 
stores also had beauty shops. 


Close to the downtown area were 
wholesale groceries -- Hulman and Com- 
pany, Bement-Rea, Bauermeister’s, 
Strongs. 


For the purchase of fine jewelry, 
customers went to Bigwood's, Froeb’s, 
Biggs, Hehf’s, or Schmidt jewelry stores 
or to Tick Tock Tucker. There also was a 
fine china shop called Hammerstein's. 


Women wore elegant hand-made hats 
in those days and these were made at the 
Kintz Hat Shop, Frances J. Light's Millin- 
ery Shop and Showalter’s Hat Shop. The 
last shop where women's hand-made 
hats were made was Edith and Marie's, 
which closed recently. 


Levin's large wholesale house was on 
the southwest corner of Sixth and Ohio 
streets, over the Terre Haute Savings 
Bank. 


For furniture, one went to A. A. Foster, 
Silverstein, Siloerman or Silverman's fur- 
niture stores on Wabash Avenue. 


Other businesses in this area were 
Simplex and Brock’s shoe repair shops, 
Viquesney’s, Allen and Steen, Mayhew’s 
Needlework Shop, Quinlan’s Feed Store, 
Duenweg’s Leather Store, Loeser’s, 
Heinl’s Flower Shop, Kadel’s Art Shop, 
Pentecost and Craft and Smith’s hard- 
ware, Paige's Music Store, Adamson and 
Anderson Paint Store, Krietenstein Paint 
and Glass, Hunter's Laudnry,- Freitag- 
Weinhardt Plumbing, Craft's Book and 
Stationery Store and L. D. Smith News 
Store, as well as several others. 


Looking at downtown Terre Haute 
today, it is hard to believe there were that 
many varied and successful businesses 
in those few blocks less than 50 years 
ago. Many attempts have been made to 
revive that area. They say that In foresee- 
ing the future, we should study the history 
of the past. This picture of the downtown 
area of 50 years ago may give us an 
insight as to what we need in the future. 
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‘By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter , 


City officials are hopeful that 
foreclosure of Imperial House Motel 
property, 2150 N. Third St., 
scheduled in May, will clear up 
confusion over who owns the proper- 
ty so a decision on eliminating the 
eyesore can be made. 

Remains of a two-story building, 
making up a portion of motel 
property, was the subject of a 
demolition hearing Tuesday in City 
Hall. City Real Estate Ad- 
ministrator Dean Branson, who has 
administrative law powers to 
authorize demolition, conducted the 
hearing. 
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Mote foreclosure expected 


The lower level is all that remains 
of the building that was gutted by 
fire two years ago. 

Attorney David H. Goeller said 
May 4 foreclosure proceedings, 


scheduled in Vigo County Superior 
Court, could lead to a forced sale of 
the property within 60 days of 
foreclosure if a buyer is not found 
first. Goeller represents Great West 
Life Insurance Co., which holds a 
mortgage on the property. 
Branson, in granting a 30-day 
extension to await results of 
foreclosure, said, “If there’s been 
positive moves to clarify ownership 
or steps taken toward forced sale, 
then we will probably defer action. 


` If foreclosure is stalled, then the city 
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will take a more aggressive stand.” 

Branson stopped short of saying he 
will affirm City Building Inspector 
Tom Shoaff’s condemnation order, 
which would authorize city demoli- 
tion of the property. Branson is 
empowered to either affirm, modify 
or rescind demolition orders. 

Others involved in the hearing 
were Vincennes attorney Curtis V. 
Kimmel, who represents Knox Coun- 
ty Construction Co., owner of the 
land on which the property sits, and 
local restaurateur Peter 
Panagouleas, who has interest in the 
property. 

Another condemnation hearing 
was delayed until next month on the 
Merchants Distillery Building, 1535 
S. First St. 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


City officials have suspended de- 
molition proceedings on the old 
Merchants Distillery property, 1535 
S. First St., allowing owners time to 


make good on a promise to clear the ~ 


lot that has been cited as a safety 
and health hazard. 

Mayor P. Pete Chalos_ said 
Wednesday that the city backed off 
from the proceeding last month 
when representatives of Clinton 
Energy Association, which owns the 
property, gave verbal assurance the 
property would be cleared. 

Those representives supported the 
verbal assurance later with a signed 
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and a local demolition company, 
Custer Demolition, to have the 
property cleared within 180 days. 
“When someone comes in with a 
legally signed contract with a 
bcnded contractor ... and we would 


_ deny them a demolition permit, I’m 


sure I could anticipate a lawsuit in 
return,” Chalos said. 

The city’s decision to back off 
from the proceedings left City Real 
Estate Administrator Dean Branson 
in a quandary. Branson has ad- 
ministrative powers to permit, deny 
or modify condemnation orders is- 
sued by City Building Inspector Tom 
Shoaff. 

But Shoaff assumed an ad- 


own order by issuing demolition 
permits, Branson argued. 

“The building inspector has not 
yet seen fit to put this into the realm 
of our jurisdiction,” Branson said. 
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HUD specifies that a maximum 25 per- 
cent of any one loan can be paid from the 
UDAG monies. The average federal share 

otte loans must amount to only 18 per- 
cent. however. Local inspectors must ap- 
prove the home repairs before the home- 
owner can claim the deduction from his 
loan. 

HUD stipulates that a minimum $650.000 
of the $1 million be spent to fix up urban 
homes. The rest can be applied toward aid 
for commercial establishments ($150.000) 
or administration costs. 

Terre Haute Housing Authority will ad- 
minister the federal funds. They will also 
provide the inspectors to verify the quality 
of the home repairs. 

Homeowners interested in applying for 
UDAG loans should seek out officials of the 
participating institutions. They include 
[Central Federal Savings and Loan Associ- 
jation. Indiana Savings and Loan Associ- 
jation. Merchants Savings Association. 
Mutual Federal Savings and Loan. Wabash- 
Fort Harrison Federal Savings and Loan 
\Association. and Pfister and Company. 
[With commitment of $1 million in federal 
monies for downtown revitalization. Terre 
Haute can offer an alternative to suburban 
living to homeowners. according to Mayor 
William Brighton. 

“After many years of talking about some- 
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thing being done .. ..' Brigtfton said at a re- 
cent press conference. “| am pleased to say 
that we are now in a situation from which 
we can act.” The Urban Development Ac- 
tion Grant money from HUD (Housing and 
Urban Development) will pay part of loans 
to repair as many as 400 homes or commer- 
cial businesses in an area bounded by the 
Wabash River. Eighth Avenue. Nineteenth 
Street and Hulman Street 

However. as Brighton noted. strings are 
always attached to federal aid money. The 
city scaled down the scope of the 
rehabilitation program since it first applied 
about a year ago for the money from HUD. 
To conform to changing HUD regulations. 
the target area for the limited loans was 
broadened. But at the same time local lend- 
ing institutions halved the amount of 
matching money (now $4.5 million) they will 
make available to homeowners. This may 
reduce the impact of the program (since 
local housing experts usually prefer to con- 
centrate money in a narrower target area). 
but the city may secure two additional. 
similar grants in the future. Even so. $5.5 
million will give the inner city a much 
needed boost. 

Furthermore. HUD reserves the federal 
money for low-income or middle-income 
homeowners who may need the money the 
most. 
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Two block 
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By CAROLYN. TOOPS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Two pre-applications for Communi- 
ty Development Block Grants total- 
ing $4.2 million have been submitted 
to the.U. S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, according 
to Oscar Sison, deputy director of 
county programs of the Terre Haute 
Housing Authority. aa 

One, seeking a total of $2.5 million 
over a three-year period, would bene- 
fit seven neighborhood areas in Vigo 
County. 

The second proposal asks $1.7 mil- 
lion over a two-year period for the 
town of West Terre Haute. 

The grants would provide such 
things as street, sidewalk and gutter 
replacement and repair, improve- 
ment of community centers and play- 
grounds and housing rehabilitation. 

Sison delivered the pre-applica- 
tions to HUD’s Indianapolis office 
Tuesday, he said. The final proposals 
as submitted resulted from a series of 
public hearings at which residents of 
the areas stated neighborhood needs 
and concerns. 

The $2.5 million grant would in- 
clude Riley, Seelyville, Burnett, Fon- 
tanet, Sugar Creek Township, Prairie 
Creek and Honey Creek Township. 

Projected expenditures for the first 
program year would be $700,000; for 
the second, $900,000, and for the third, 
$876,000. 

The county application as prepared 
last month was for $1.7 million for six 
neighborhood strategy areas. It has 
been expanded to include Honey 
Creek. The county’s comprehensive 
program touches on many of the 
design criteria noted by HUD. 

Basic elements of both grant pro- 
posals are revitalization of neighbor- 
hoods, 


expansion of housing, im- 


City Planning (TA) CDBG 


pplications filed 


grant pre-a 


provement of public SO 4 lag and 
growth/resource planning. 

The Housing Authority relied heav- 
ily on a recent housing survey con- 
ducted by Dr. B.K. Barton of Indiana 
State University’s Center for Urban 
Regional Studies in putting the pro- 
posals together. 

The West Terre Haute plan calls 
for nine specific projects to be in- 
cluded in the four neighborhood 
strategy areas. 

Both the West Terre Haute and the 
county proposals anticipate re- 
habilitation loan and grant programs 


for substandard homes and com- 
mercial buildings, and acquisition, 
rehabilitation and/or demolition of 
vacant or condemned housing and 
commercial buildings. 

“We should know within a month if 
our pre-application is accepted,” Sis- 
on said Wednesday. If approved, the 
next step would be to submit a formal 
application by March 15, he add 

HUD’s decisions on priority 
projects will be based on the popu- 
lation of the area, the needs of the 
area, and the number of poverty 
persons (including low and moderate 


| 


income families), Sison noted. 

The block grants will alleviate 
some of the worst neighborhood con- 
ditions, revitalize residential neigh- 
borhoods, improve resident partici- 
pation in government and planning 
and will provide a time-phased pro- 
gram for future growth. 

Copies of the block grant applica- 
tion also have been sent to Senator 
Birch Bayh and Congressman John 
Myers, along with a request from the 
Housing Authority that they follow 
the progress of the applications, Sison 
said. 
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About 11 people attended Tuesday’: s 
first hearing on the city’s Community 
Development Block Grant Applica- 
tion trt. oaa 

Two more hearings to allow 
citizens a chance to tell how they 
would like the grant funds spent were 
scheduled for 9 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Wednesday at the Department of Re- 
development offices, 417 S. Fifth St. 

Persons who spoke at Tuesday’s 
hearing included Marjorie Trench of 
the Near Northside Neighborhood As- 
sociation; Kurt Lunstrom, a general 
contractor: and Alice Lemke of the 
Family Education Association. 5 

Various recommendations by 
Citizens Action were read in a 
statement by Trench. They included 
demolition of condemned structures 
as soon as possible, homesteading 
abandoned buildings that could be put 
to use through repair and more pub- 
licity of various housing programs. 

Lemke asked about application 
procedures for a social service agen- 
cy to be included in the city’s block 
grant request. 

In 1979, a total of $2,396,000 is to be 
available to Terre Haute through the 
block grant program. Projects for 
which the funds have been used in the 
past include sidewalks, curbs, gut- 
ters, inlets, demolition of condemned 
structures, and resurfacing of 
streets. 

Robert L. Payne, executive direc- 
tor of the Department of Redevelop- 
ment, has made an appeal for as 
much public input as possible. 

“It doesn’t do any good if you just 
come to the meetings,” Payne said. 
“If you come to the meetings, you 
should speak out.” 
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Hearings scheduled 
on block grant use 


By BRYAN TAYLOR 
Tribune Staff Writer 

City residents were scheduled to 
have a chance Tuesday and Wednes- 
day to tell how they would like the 
city’s Community Development 
Block Grant*funds*spent in 1979. 

The Terre Haute Department of 
Redevelopment’s first public hearing 
on the city’s 1979 Block Grant ap- 
plication was to have taken place at 2 
p.m. Tuesday. 

Two other public hearings are 
scheduled for 9 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Wednesday. The hearings are to be 
conducted at the Redevelopment De- 
partment offices, 417 S. Fifth St. 

Community Development Block 
Grants are administered through the 
federal Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. 

According to a spokesman at 
HUD’s Indianapolis office, the block 
grants can be used for a variety of 
capital improvement programs that 
must benefit mostly low income per- 
sons. 

In 1979, a total of $2,396,000 is to be 
available to Terre Haute through the 
block grant program, according to 
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Robert L. Payne, executive director 
of the Department of Redevelopment. 

Previous allotments for the city 
through the block grant program re- 
portedly were: $2,348,000 in 1978; 
$1,106,000 for 1977; $683,000 for 1976; 
and $323,000 for 1975. 

Projects for which the funds have 
been used in the past include side- 
walks, curbs, gutters, sewer inlets, 
demolition of condemned structures, 
resurfacing of streets, rehabilitation 
loans and grants, and construction 
plans for two new fire stations in the 
city. 

Payne has made an appeal for as 
much public input as possible. Past 
public hearings on the block grant 
program in Terre Haute have had low 
attendance, he said. 

The meetings were arranged at the 
different times to allow people work- 
ing on various shifts to be able to 
attend one of the sessions, according 
to Payne. 

The purpose of the hearings is to 
“see what the people would like to see 
done with the funds,” Payne said last 
December. 
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Specifics t to ) be reported soon 
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BRY 
Tribune Staff Writer 
During the next 10 days, the city administration 
will release specifics of the projects for which 
application is being made through the federal 


Community Development Block Grant program, 
Mayor Wiliam J. ighton said Tues 


y at a news 
conte. 

A total of $2,396,000 is to be available to Terre 
Haute in 1979 through the block grant program 
which is administered by the Department of Hous- 
ing and Urban Development. 

The city is applying to HUD to use the money for 
sidewalks, street maintenance and resurfacing, 
curbs and guttering, restrooms for five parks, 
Spencer F. Ball Park renovation, demolition of 
condemned residential structures and a municipal 
energy program, according to the mayor. 

Brighton said his office would be releasing 
specific details of where the money will be spent. 
For example, he said, streets to receive resurfac- 
ing will be itemized. The specifics will be an- 
nounced through news releases or news con- 
ferences, he said. 

The breakdown of the $2,396,000 is: $781,000 for 
streets; $400,000 for curbs and gutters; $150,000 for 
park restrooms; $240,000 for match money for 
Spencer F. Ball Park renovation; $50,000 for 
demolition of condemned residential structures; 
and $200,000 for construction of new sidewalks. 

Also, $25,000 for a municipal energy program; 
$175,000 for development, planning and adminis- 
tration at the Housing Authority; $100,000 for 
contingency costs; $100,000 for low interest re- 
habilitation funds; and $175,000 for administration 
of the block grant program. 

The city’s application has been submitted to the 


rant projects 


West Bai Indiana Economic Development Dis- 
trict and the State Clearinghouse for review to see 
if the requested projects duplicate any other 
federal programs currently operating, according to 
Robert L. Payne, executive director of the Depart- 
ment of Redevelopment,- 

The deadline for submitting the proposal to HUD 
is March 14, according to a HUD spokesman in 
Indianapolis. HUD then reviews the application 
and could ask for changes, Payne said. 

However, “we have nothing in this application 
that is an ineligible item,” Payne said. “We would 
probably get final approval on or before May 28,” 
he added. 

The city has conducted public hearings to receive 
citizen input on the block grant application. Anoth- 
er one is scheduled for 7 p.m. Wednesday at the 
Department of Redevelopment offices, 417 S. Fifth 
St 


What is discussed Wednesday night could be 
forwarded to future applications through the block 
grant program, Payne said. 

The city also is to receive block grant money in 
1980 and 1981. 

Such funds are for use in low and moderate 
income areas as designated by HUD guidelines. 
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Terre Haute Submits Program 


For Use Of $7 M 


By GLADYS SELTZER 
Star Staff Reporter 

City of Terre Haute has submitted 
to.the federal government its official 
program for use of over $7 million in 
Community Development Block 
Grant funds over the next three-year 
period, according to an announce- 
ment Tuesday morning by Mayor 
William Brighton. 

The documents have been sub- 
mitted to the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) and to West Central Indiana 
Economic Development District. The 
latter group will review the applica- 
tion for checking of duplication -of 
efforts and consistency with area 
objectives and send comments to the 
funding agency. 

Mayor Brighton said entitlement 
for 1979 is $2,396,000 and for 1980 and 
1981, $2,546,000 for each year. He 
pointed out four public hearings had 
taken place for citizen input as to how 
the funds should be spent. The final 
application will be submitted March 
14 to HUD, according to Robert L. 
Payne, executive director of the 
Terre Haute Department of Re- 
development which will administer 
the funds. 

Normally, he said, funding would 
be for the total amount and no item 
listed is ineligible. The funds must be 
spent, according to HUD regulations, 
in designated census tracts, or those 
areas designated by HUD as being 
moderate- to low-income areas. 

Payne said this area would be 
tracts 4, 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 12, 13, 17 and 
19, or an.area running north to south 
through the older part of the town. 

Mayor Brighton said final approval 
was anticipated by the end of May 
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and Payne commented release of the 
funds usually comes with approval, if 
everything else has been done, such 
as environmental reviews and 
certifications. 

The mayor said the one area con- 
sidered ‘‘number one priority” this 
year was streets, so the greatest 
amount of money in the 1979 entitle- 
ment has been designated for this. 
Therefore, $781,000 has been reserved 
for streets. 

The other items submitted in this 
year’s budget, but not ranked accord- 
ing to priorities, were as follows: 

—$400,000 for curbs and gutter line. 

—$150,000 for new restroom facil- 
ities in five parks.. 

—$240,000 match money for 
Spencer F. Ball Park renovation. 

—$50,000 for demolition of con- 
demned residential structures and 
those to be condemned. 

—$200,000 for construction of new 
sidewalks. 

—$25,000 for municipal energy pro- 
gram. 

—$175,000 for development, plan- 
ning and administration, Terre Haute 
Housing Authority. 

—$100,000 for contingencies. 

$100,000 for low interest rehabilita- 
tion funds. 

—$175,000, administration of Com- 
munity Development Block Grant 
(capital improvements). 

Mayor Brighton pointed out the 
1980 and 1981 budgets will be ‘‘some- 
what similar,” although in 1980 there 
will be a considerable sum designated 
for fire protection. He said there was 
need for an addition to the fire station 
at 25th Street and Maple Avenue, for 
example. However, at this time, the 
city anticipates submitting a figure in 
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the neighborhood of $750,000 primari- 
ly for purchase of new fire equip- 
ment; a new snorkel unit, the mayor 
pointed out, now cost around $370,000. 

He also commented $300,000 will 
probably be allocated next year for 
economic development. He added 
there is no industrial park available 
in the community and as a result 
realtors have listings but there is no 
central location. The mayor added, 
“It appears private enterprise is not 
going to get into economic develop- 
ment for the city at this time.” 

He said the city has looked at the 
Hulman Field area, the location of 
the former railroad roundhouses in 
the north part of town and a area on 
North 13th Street as possibilities for 
industrial park sites. 

The match money required for the 
Ball Park is expected to come from 
the Heritage and Conservation and 
Recreation Service Division of the 
Department of the Interior. This fun- 
ding will “completely renovate the 
park into a functional neighborhood 
park.” It will include shelters, open 
play spaces, apparatus and picnic 
areas, two baseball diamonds both 
fenced and lighted, parking lots, 
restrooms and other facilities as rec- 
ommended in the master plan for the 
city for parks and open space, accord- 
ing to the mayor’s announcement, 
The park is located between Sixth and 
Eighth avenues and 14th and 15th 
streets. 

A fifth public hearing, postponed 
from last week, will take place at 7 
p.m. Wednesday at the Redevelop- 
ment Office, 417 S. Fifth St. 
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‘Surprising’ Sources Of Heat Leakage 


By DAVID H. COX - 
Star City Editor 


While most of Terre Haute was 
sleeping through the wee hours of 
Tuesday morning a team of techni- 
cians was taking pictures of the city 
from an airplane to determine where 
energy leaks might be located and the 
director of the study predicts there 
will be some surprised homeowners. 
Walter Carnahan, assistant pro- 


fessor of physics at Indiana State 


University, said technicians from the - 


Environmental Research Institute of 


Michigan, who scanned the city be- ~ 


tween 12 a.m. and 4 a.m. Tuesday, 
said there were definite “‘hot spots”, 
but there were some cold spots also. 
all of which indicates a very interest- 
ing energy problem ‘‘from a scien- 
tific point of view.” 
Hot spots could show from every 
building and residential structure 
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within the city limits where the sur- 
vey took place, Carnahan said. He 
said the object of the survey is to give 
homeowners and others a chance to 
see where they are losing heat and, in 
effect, losing money. Carnahan esti- 
mated as much as $2 million might be 
saved locally if all homeowners were 
able to plug their homes. 

The complete survey, which will 
provide an estimated 5,000 color pic- 
tures of the city when finished, will 
cost $75.000. A-Community_Develop- 
\ment-Bloek—Grant has, paid $25,000 
which covers.the cost at vee mm E 
scanning process. Carnahan said he 
would negotiate with the Department 
of Redevelopment to come up with 
the remaining $50,000 to complete the 
process. 

The survey was limited to city 
dwellings. It started approximately 
one-half mile west of Third Street on 
Margaret Avenue. Fort Harrison 
Road was a primary northern bound- 
ary on the west side of the city, but 
the boundary increased to Haythorne 
Avenue at Seventh Street and con- 
tinued for most of the rest of the city 
to include the city’s industrial park. 

The southern boundary stretched 
along Margaret Avenue to Third 
Street, then dropped south to include 
Towne South Plaza Shopping Center 
and moved up*to Hulman Street on 
the far east side. , 

Carnahan said future plans call for 
meetings with local citizens to allow 


homeowners and business owners &' 


chance to see what kind of problems 
they might face. He said the finished 
pictures will be available for citizens 
to see. iiae tait 

“We are providing a chance for 
people to reduce energy consumption 
and energy costs.” Carnahan said, 


adding finals information ‘should be 
prepared in time for homeowners to 


add insulation or plug leaks before 
the next heating season. f 


"Carnahan said Ralph Llewellyn. 
head of the ISU physics department, 
currently is organizing a program to 
train city employees how to read the 
final report so they, in turn, can 
explain to citizens what ‘pfoblems 
exist. 

The technicians who flew the mis- 
sion over the city arrived at Hulman 
Field at approximately 10°30 p.m. 
Monday to begin briefing for the scan. 
The plane was equipped with a sys- 
tem designed to detect and record all 
radiant. energy leakage from build- 
ings. Carnahan said buildings with 
metal roofs ‘presented a particular 
problem because they sometimes act 
like mirrors and reflect. the air tem- 
perature. === t= s ~~ ; 

-The plane flew more than 20 passes 
over’ the city at various pre-de- 
termined intervals at an altitude of 
about 1.350 feet. Conditions were 
termed ideal by ground operators and 
the flight crew. 


Carnahan said the crew, which was 
able to read some of the information 
being recorded during the flight, in- 
dicated there was a large range of 
evidence; a lot of real hot spots and’ 
some cold ones. Carnahan said pre- 
vious studies done elsewhere have 
shown major heat leakage is not 
confined to older inner-city homes 
and buildings and some strong heat 
leaks might be found in fashionable 
new homes where insulation might 
not have been installed properly. 

The project director said an esti- 
mated $6 million is being spent local- 
ly each year on heating bills and said 
that might be reduced by as much as 
$2 million. He said local estimates 
show the average home heating bill to 
be approximately $300. There are 
between 25,000 and 30,000 buildings 
and homes included in the survey of 
the city. ils S 


‘Titustrating his point about finan- 
cial savings on heating bills, 
Carnahan referred to a similar 
energy scan done by the federal gov- 
ernment at NASA facilities, sup- 
posedly high-grade government 
structures. said that survey cost 
ithe | overheat $90,000, excluding 
equipment. He said the first heating 
‘season after the ‘study, when steps 
‘had been taken to seal heat leakage, 
the government claimed a $500.000 
savings on the heating bill. Fa 

Government surveys indicate 
energy costs can be sliced by as much 
as on rd if leaks are properly 
located and sealed. Carnahan said. 
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‘INSPECTING EQUIPMENT — Ralph Llewellyn, left, and Walter Carnahan, 

“right, both of Indiana State University’s Physics Department, are shown 

some of the equipment aboard the Environmental Research Institute of 

- Michigan's plane which scanned the city early Tuesday morning in an effort ` 
* to locate heat leakages which might save local homeowners as much as $2 

» million annually. Jim Ladd of the research institute, in charge of the local — 

_ scanning operation, explained | the equipment to the two professors who are — 
~ directing portions of the project. ' ¿(Star Photo: Kadel) — 
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could begin 


By BRYAN TAYLOR 
Tribune Staff Writer 
Work should begin by the middle of 
June on some of the projects ap- 
proved for funding through the city’s 


1979 Community Development Block . 


Grant allocation, Mayor William J. 
Brighton said Tuesday. 

_ Speaking in a news conference, 
Brighton reviewed what the city will 
be using its block grant money for 
this year. ` 

U.S. Sen. Birch Bayh, D-Ind., an- 
nounceď Tuesday that the city is to 
receive $2,509,000 through the pro- 
gram this year. 

Brighton pointed out the city ori- 
ginally applied for programs totalling 
$2.39 million. Should the excess funds 
exist that Bayh’s office reported, that 
money will be added to what the city 
sought for maintenance and resurfac- 
ing of streets, the mayor added. 

Project amounts planned through 


= See Dev al apm Bl ock Qu 


ph) ee 


n projects 
y middle of June 


AY 23 1979, 


the 1979 program are: $781,000 for 
maintenance and resurfacing of 
streets: $400,000 for curbs and gutter- 
ing; $150,000 for restrooms in five 
parks: $50,000 for demolition of con- 
demned residential structures; and 
$240,000 to match a previous $240,000 
grant for renovation of Spencer F. 
Ball Park. 

Also, $100,000 in contingency mon- 
ey to meet unforseen costs in other 
programs; $100,000 for a housing re- 
habilitation program; $200,000 for 
sidewalks; $25,000 for the initial part 


` of a municipal energy program; and 


$175,000 for the Housing Authority to 
develop a comprehensive housing as- 
sistance plan and updating the hous- 
ing survey data bank. 

“The decisions were made from 
City Hall that the money should go for 
these projects,” Brighton said. The 
decisions were based on public input 
gathered at public hearings, he said. 


“The policies are dictated from 
City Hall’ and they are carried out by 
the Department of Redevelopment. 
Brighton said. The department has 
the responsibility of processing the 
money application through proper 
federal channels. 
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hearing Thursday __ 


A publié hearing on’the-city’s 1981 
application for federal Community 
Development Block Grant funds is to 
be conducted at 7:30 p.m. Thursday in 
the police training room in the City 
Hall basement. 

The Department of Redevelopment 
is to conduct the hearing to tell how 
it plans to spend the 1981 block grant 
allotment. Public comments on how 
the draft application can be changed 
are to be received at Thursday’s 
hearing. 

About $2.6 million is expected to be 
earmarked for Terre Haute through 
the block grant program, according 
to Marc Elliott, director of the De- 
partment of Redevelopment. The pro- 
gram is administered through the 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. 

The city currently is planning to 
use the 1981 allotment, which 
becomes available in June, for con- 
tinuation of existing projects, includ- 
ing site improvements in the central 
east side area of the city, a fire 
station at Ninth Street and College 
Avenue, housing rehabilitation, and 
renovation of Fairbanks Park, ac- 
cording to Elliott. 

Persons unable to attend 
Thursday’s hearing will have another 
opportunity to learn about the pro- 
gram during a public session set for 
7:30 p.m. March 9 in the Vigo County 
Public Library basement, Elliott 
said. 

The city’s application for how it 
plans to use the 1981 allotment is to be 
submitted to federal officials by 
March 13, reports indicated. 
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Proposed amendments tp the aid S ‘th Wak 
Community Development Block Grant funds were 
cussed Monday night at a public hearing attended by only 
one citizen. 

Another public hearing on the amendment proposals is 
to be conducted at 2 p.m. Wednesday in the City Hall 
Courtroom. 

The amendment proposals reflect rising costs for cur- 
rent projects, additional activities or the need for less 
money than was originally anticipated for a project, 
according to Mark Blade, Department of Redevelopment 
assistant director. 

Although changes in the use are being proposed, no 
increase will be seen in the $2.63 million CDBG monies 
approved for the current fiscal period, May 1980 to May 
1981. 

An increase of $55,000 is proposed under park activities 
for engineering of planned improvements at Fairbanks 


ee 


uses discussed <’ 


Park. Other dhenta = lhe category are an increase 
to $75,000 in both the Central Eastside and Margaret 
Avenue/Krumbhaar target areas for swimming pool im- 
provements at Sheridan and Voorhees parks. 
A figure of $20,000 has been included for construction of 
an access ramp at City Hall to serve handicapped persons. 
An addition of $40,000 was proposed for an Urban 
Renewal Plan because of requirements resulting from the 
proposed downtown revitalization program, Blade said. 
Other changes proposed included an increase to $949,125 
for street and drainage improvements instead of the 
original $635,062 granted and a decrease of $75,000 to 
$100,000 in the amount earmarked for property clearance. 
After the Wednesday public hearing on the proposed 
amendments, the request will be reviewed by the West 
Central Indiana Economic Development District and it 
will be submitted to the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development for final approval. - 
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For Downton 


Local citizens will get an op- 
portunity to “speak out” Saturday on 
a proposed downtown redevelopment 
program during a public hearing 10 
a.m. in the City Hall courtroom. 

According to Marc Elliott, director 
of the Department of Redevelopment, 
the city of Terre Haute is planning to 
ask for Urban Development Action 
Grant (UDAG) money in assisting 
the project. Also, two public hearings 
are required before the city can sub- 
mit an application to the federal 
authorities. The second hearing is 
slated for 10 a.m. Sept.-27. 

Elliott developers working on the 


proposed $50 million project will ex- 


plain and answer any question about 
the downtown development during 
the public hearing. And the public will 
be able to voice its opinions at this 
time. 

A tentative plan for the project 
calls for a retail shopping center with 
three or more department stores, two 
office towers supplying about 200,000 
square feet of commercial office 


space and convention hotel, depend- 
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1980 


ing onthe oe Faction A private 
developer has expressed an interest | 
in constructing the project. 

The city’s participation in the pro- 
ject includes securing federal funds, 
such as UDAG, which is being sought 
to assist with assembling a land 
package for the development, demoli- 
tion of existing structures and site 
improvements, says Elliott. 
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By Dick Robinson 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Redeveloping inner-city 
neighborhoods works in some In- 
diana cities, but Terre Haute’s 
general economic situation must 
turn around before such efforts 
wore here, city officials said Thurs- 

ay 

Redevelopment officials from In- 
dianapolis and Mishawaka dazzled 
colleagues with success stories of 
how blighted neighborhoods were 
revitalized. The forum was the 
National Association of Housing 
and Redevelopment Officials state 
meeting. 

In Mishawaka, the redevelop- 
ment process involved demolishing 
1,000 Rousing units. Developers in 
Indianapolis were more interested 
in kehabilitation and remodeling 
than demolition because of the 
historic nature of the housing. Both 
approaches worked. 
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But Terre Haute’s housing situa- 
tion is different than in Mishawaka 
and Indianapolis, city Redevelop- 
ment Director Marc Elliott said. 

Positive demand for housing 
must exist for redeveloment to 
work, Elliott said, adding that 
surplus housing exists here. 

Terre Haute rehabilitates 40 to 
50 houses annually, and low- 
interest rehabilitation loans that 
are available usually outstrip de- 
mand for them, Elliott said. 

Elliott said enforcing codes 
would encourage inner-city de- 
velopment and ensure that 
properties are maintained. 

“You can’t have a successful 
program without clean 
neighborhoods. There is no incen- 
tive to improve a property if the 
neighbors don’t cooperate,” he said. 

Vigo County Area Planning 
Director Gary Brett said his de- 
partment is to conduct a housing 
study that will includes a look at 
inner-city redevelopment. 
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Several local ha E resse] 
their opinions concerning the use of 
block grant funds to refurbish the 
city’s central eastside during a public 
hearing held Thursday evening. 

Mark Blade, of the Terre Haute 
Redevelopment Commission, heard 
comments from the small crowd who 
attended the meeting, which was con- 
ducted by the commission in City 
Hall. Blade offered some explana- 
tions to the crowd concerning the use 
of the funds. 

“This grant program is being im- 
plemented to take neighborhoods 
with overlapping problems and 
targeting them for redevelopment: 
With the money received by the ap- 
proved grant, extensive work would 
begin in certain areas of the city — in 
particular the central eastside — for 
general clean up and repairs,” Blade 
said. ; 

Blade added that public input is 
needed if the grant application sought 
by the commission is to be approved. 

Many of the residents attendig the 
hearing were concerned about the 
number of vacant houses in the area. 

Concerning a vacant house located 
between 19th and 2ist Streets, a resi- 
dent complained that ‘‘Several 
persons in the neighborhood are 


aware that somie local ‘young punks’ 
were using that. vacant house to 
drink, smoke marijuana and raise 
hell.” He added that the empty struc- 
tures ‘‘ breed nothing but trouble and 
they should be torn down as soon as 
possible.” 
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Y Uther suggestions offered by the 
residents included repairing cracked 
sidewalks, clearing away debris on 
vacant lots where houses had been 
demolished and repairing damaged 
houses which had been vandalized. 

Blade said that monies had been 
allowed for in the project budget to 
undertake some of the tasks men- 
tioned by the residents, but added: 
“That could all change depending 
on what President Reagan decides on} 
budget cuts. If redevelopment is cut- 
back, locally, these monies would be 
eliminated.” 

Concerning the concern over va- 
cant houses, Blade cautioned the resi- 
dents that demolition takes time. 
“Because of certain legalities and | 
having the owner sign documents 
showing proof of ownership, placing 
the house up for a contract bid, the 
entire process takes anywhere from 
eight weeks to three or four years.” 

He confirmed that, according to the 
records, there are approximately 200 
houses scheduled for demolition. 
Some date back to 1976. 

Blade presented a breakdown of 
how the block grant funds obtained in 
1980 were being spent: 

eIn the Margaret Avenue-Krum- 
bhaar Street area, approximately! 
$427,000 was allocated; $280,000 forj 
street repairs; $75,000 for parka 
$70,000 for housing rehabilitation and 
$2,000 on clearance. 

¢Between Seventh and 13th streets, 
$512,000 is being spent. Another. 
$440,000 has been designated for 
streets and $78,000 used for housing, 
again with $2,000 for penetra) 
clearance. 

eIn the central eastside a 
$545,000 has been applied. Money fori 
Street repairs is approximately, 
$135,000. Another $75,000 has been! 
allocated for park repairs and; 
$210,000 has been directed toward’ 
housing rehabilitation. 
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Disastrous, 


By J. BLAINE AKERS 
Star Staff Writer 


Elimination of an urban develop- 
ment. action grant program would 
have a serious impact on Terre 
Haute’s downtown rehabilitation pro- 
ject, Mayor Pete Chalos said Mon- 
day. 

Chalos met with officials of the 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) at Indianapolis 
to discuss proposed budget cuts being 
considered by President Reagan. Ac- 
cording to United Press Interna- 
tional, the Reagan administration 
proposes budget cuts of up to $50 
billion, including the elimination of 
the $610 million UDAG program. 


“To eliminate the UDAG program 
would be a disaster not only to Terre 
Haute, but to all cities across this 
nation who are trying to rebuild 
themselves,” the mayor said. after 
returning to Terre Haute. 

A decision on the fate of urban 
deveopment action grants is not ex- 
pected to be made immediately and 
Chalos said HUD officials speculate 
some type of urban development pro- 
gram will be continued. 

“HUD people have some optimism 
a program will continue, although it 
is uncertain which department will 
administer it,” Chalos claimed. 

Chalos has sent letters to U.S. 
senators Dan Quayle and Richard 
Lugar as well as to Congressman 
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John Myers explaining the im- 
portance of UDAG, community de- 
velopment block grant'and economic 
development assistance\programs. 
Michael G. Barnes, economic de- 
velopment administrator. for the 
\ 
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citys redevelopment department, 
agrees with Chalos’ remarks that to 
eliminate UDAG would hurt Terre 
Haute’s downtown revitalization pro- 
ject. 

‘““The loss of the program would 
have a detrimental effect on plans for 
downtown. UDAG provides us with 
gap financing we could not otherwise 
afford,” Barnes explained. 

He said UDAG monies are to be 
used to meet the city’s financial 
obligations of the project, money 
which will be matched with private 
investment dollars. 


“The UDAG funds provide the 
financial leverage to make the pro- 
ject go. Without them we would have 
to consider other types of financing 
such as tax increments or. economic 
bond issues,” Barnes remarked. 


Barnes said cities such as Terre 
Haute do not have sufficient funds in 
their general fund to support projects 
the magnitude of the $5€ million 
downtown rehabilitation proposal. 

Other funding programs which ap- 
pear in danger include the communi- 
ty development block grants. Terre 
Haute is to use nearly $2.6 million in 
CBDG funds annually for the next 
five years. The CDBG funds are used 
for "projects such as housing re- 
habilitation, park improvements, fire 
protection facilities, sewer construc- 
tion, and street/sidewalk repairs. 
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.«:: © By BRYAN TAYLOR 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Mayor Pete Chalos is sending a letter to 
Indiana’s senators and Rep. John Myers asking 
their support in maintaining three federal pro- 
grams that might face cutting by President Ronald 
Reagan. 

A draft of the letter to Myers and senators 
Richard Lugar and Dan Quayle said the city 
“would most certainly appreciate your support in 
present or renewed form to assist in maintaining 
these most essential programs.” The letter should 
have been in the mail today, Chalos reported. ' 

The programs he was referring to were the 
Urban__Development__ Action Grant program, 
economic development assistance funds and Com: 
munity Development_Block Grants. Chalos said he 
‘has read news releases indicating those programs 
might be cut 100 percent. 

The mayor told the Congressional represen- 
tatives in the letter that he was “aghast’i at the 
suggestion to cut those programs. Chalos’ letter 
admitted those sources do not create emloyment 
such as CETA or the Youth Corps, but they ‘‘do 
provide much needed hardware for building 
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“If they're is take those fun 
cities, they might as well forget cities,” 

stated ‘during an interview. 

Although expressing concern over Reagan’s pro- 
posals, Chalos said he thinks Congress will be more 
responsive to cities’ needs when the proposed cuts 
get to the legislators. 

Instead of complete cuts in certain areas, the 
“austerity should be spread around” with all 
federal departments getting similar percentage 
cuts, the mayor suggested. 

One area where a cut is being proposed, accord- 
ing to reports, is the action grant program 
(UDAG). 

No final decision on UDAG has been made yet, 
but Chalos has termed any elimination of the 
program a “‘disaster’” for Terre Haute and other 
cities trying to rebuild. 

UDAG has supplied money for a structural 
rehabilitation ‘of houses and businesses. 

The UDAG program also is considered important 


be T ih 


‘in the proposed downtown development project 


now being planned for the core of Terre Haute. 


UDAG monies are expected to pay for part of the |, 
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6 proposed downtown work, including land acquisi- 
tion and site improvements in the area. The other, 


\ part of the development is being done with private 


funds from a Kentucky development firm. 

If the UDAG money does not become available 
for that work, other sources such as tax increment 
financing or economic bond issues may have to be 
considered, Chalos said. 

Without UDAG money, the private sector would. 
have to come up with more money for the multi- 
million-dollar downtown project, and that sector’ 
may not be able to raise the needed capital, Chalos 
reported. 

The block grant program pumps about $2.6 
million a year into Terre Haute. It is administered 


» by the Department of Redevelopment and it is used - 


for various improvements including curbs, gutters, - 
streets, housing demolition, park renovations and_ 
new Structures. ; 

The economic development funds help the city 
with industrial development, Chalos said. The city 
has some applications in for such money that might 
help draw new industry, he stated. Those funds 
have been used in the past for the development of 
the Fort Harrison Industrial Park. 
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$2.47 million ‘grant io beretit: 
four city neighborhood areas 


By BRYAN TAYLOR 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Four neighborhood areas are to 
benefit from $2.47 million the city is 
to receive this year through the 
federal Community . Development 
Block Grant program. 

The Department of Redevelopment 
administers that program locally and 
the Redevelopment Commission to- 
day approved the city’s 1981 applica- 
tion for the fund use. They money is 
to become available in June. 

Mark Blade, assistant director for 
the department, said most of the 
money will be going to four target 
areas. 

The area to receive most of the 
money is the largest in size — the 
Central East Side. 

The department is planning to 
spend $1.4 million in that area for 
rehabilitation of 40 dwellings, $1 


Anaan 
million worth of street and drainage 
improvements, and demolition of 70 
vacant houses, Blade reported. 


In the Highland neighborhood, 
$75,000 has been earmarked for re- 
habilitation of 12 dwellings and de- 
molition of five condemned struc- 
tures. A total of $50,000 has been 
requested for rehabilitation of seven 
buildings each in the Seventh-to-13th 


^ and the Margaret/Krumbhaar areas. 


Work being planned with the money 
at the community-wide level is re- 
novation of the Fairbanks Park 
memorial and construction of a 
bandshell cover there. Also named in 
the application are plans for acquisi- 
tion of an industrial park and con- 
tinued funding for construction of a 
fire station and mini park at Ninth 
Street and College Avenue. 


A bid contract.on the firehouse- 
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park complex was awarded this 
morning to Major and Sons, Clinton. 
That firm submitted the low bid on 
the project at a figure of $328,500. 

Another park project dealt with 
today was the proposed renovation of 
Voorhees Park. The commission ap- 
proved final engineering plans and | 
authorized advertisement of bid, 
specifications on the project. | 

The engineering firm working on | 
the plans said project will include í 
replacing cinder roads with asphalt ; 
ones, installation of parking areas, . 
bleacher work near a ball diamond, ' 
traffic control, play equipment, some | 
lighting and grading work. 

The estimated cost of the proposed 
project is $100,000. Half of that is te 
be met with block grant funds to be 
matched by Bureau of Outdoor 
Recreation money. Officials said they 
hope construction can start this 
spring. . 

In other business this morning: >| 

eApproval was given to an Urbar, 
Renewal Plan aimed at recovering ; 
some vacant and condemned pro; 
perties in the city. With that approval | 
the department can now start work on 
it, according to Marc Elliott, director‘ 
of the department. Three public į 
meetings will be conducted to explain į 
the mechanics of the program and to! 
present an atlas of available of pro | 
perties, he said. About 900 sites have ' 
been designated in the program. =: 

eThe commission approved the 
Prudential Insurance Co. to supply | 
group insurance to department | 
employees. : 
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By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Residents in the central part of 
Terre Haute and Community De- 
velopment Block Grant target areas 
may be eligible for a free federal 
subsidy of as much as $2,500 for home 
improvements including new wiring; 
heating or plumbing; weatherization 
such as insulation, storm doors and 
, windows; and aluminum siding or 
! painting. 

As part of an Urban Development 
Action Grant to subsidize ‘loans, 


homeowners can receive a free * 
federal subsidy of up to $2,500 or 25 ° 


percent of remodeling costs, provid- 
ing the remainder of construction 
costs are borrowed from one of nine 
local lending institutions participat- 
ing in the UDAG program, according 
to Angela Mabin, recently appointed 
director of the Terre Haute Housing 
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` Authority’s rehabilitation depart- 


ment. 

Business owners can receive a sub- 
sidy of up to $25,000 or 25 percent of 
(the construction funds borrowed — 
whichever is less. Apari:ment owners 
can get up to $2,500 or 25 percent of 
remodeling costs per wnit. 

About $170,000 is availiable out of an 


orginal $1 million in U\DAG funds to , 


subsidize loans to homeowners and 
$70,000 remains for business loans. 
Mrs. Mabin said during: a news con- 
ference Monday this UIDAG program 
1s due to expire in January. 

Eligible areas include the central 
portion of the city bounried by Eighth 


- Avenue on the north, Elulman Street 
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he south, 19th Street on the east 
and the Wabash River on the west. 
The CDBG target areas are the 
Highlands, Central Eastside, Krum- 
bhaar and the Seventh to 13th Street 
neighborhoods, according tq Mrs. 
Mabin. 

“Homeowners can make any im- 
provement to their homes as long as 
the building or the house is up to code 
standards upon completion,” she 
said. 

The subsidy is received upon com- 


pletion of the work and inspection by ` 


the housing authority staff. 

As part of the same program, 235 
dwelling units and 25 commercial 
establishments. have been re- 
habilitated, Mrs. Mabin said. 

Commenting on the difference 


between the CDBG program and; 


UDAG, the director of the rehabilita- 
tion program explained that CDBG is 


istance available 


“geared more to handicapped and 
elderly persons living within target 
areas.” It’s a ‘complete free grant,” 
she said. 


About the UDAG program, she 
continued, ‘‘The money is borrowed 
through any lender here in town. We 
subsidize their loan 25 percent. This 
(program) is not aimed at the low- 
income, although we give priority to 
low-income, anyone can apply re- 
gardless of income for a UDAG sub- 
sidy.”’ 


New THHA director Prentiss L. 
Peterson, who conducted the news 
conference with Mrs. Mabin, said, 
“What has been done here in Terre 
Haute on this UDAG program is far 
above the average throughout the 
United States. It’s been a tremondous 
program and it’s been very suc- 
cessful.” 
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While Mayor Pete Chalos is ‘ay 
to city department heads about 
possible spending cutbacks, Mark 
Blade and other members of the 
Department of Redevelopment are 
contining to make plans to spend 
millions improving Terre Haute. 

City officials admit its ironic that 
Terre Haute was notified about a 
spending cut one day and awarded a 
$2.4 million Community Block Grant 
the next. 

On Tuesday, it became known that 
the city’s federal revenue sharing 
funds had been cut almost in half 
because of reduced population in- 
dicated by the 1980 Census. The 
mayor stressed that since the re- 
venue sharing funds were used in part 
to supplement the local budget, spen- 
ding would have to be reduced. 

“That’s the bad news,” Chalos told 
reporters. ‘“‘As for any good news, 
well...” 

Mark Blade, assistant director of 
the redevelopment department said 
he learned about the grant’s approval 
Wednesday morning. 

“That was the bad news and this is 


Gra 


lennig 


nt tp 


g 

Tet indicated that da a 44 es- 
sential to the continued operation of 
almost every facet of the city’s re- 
development program. Blade also 
said that virtually every project cur- 
rently being considered by the depart- 
ment, and almost all administrative 
and operational needs will be funded 
by the grant. 

Although Blade said he was ‘“‘confi- 
dent” that ‘the grant would be ap- 
proved prior to receiving 
Wednesday’s “good news” he ad- 
mited to guarding his optimisim. 

“There was some apprehension 
about what the Reagan administra- 
tion might do,” Blade said. “But 
then, you’re always a little ap- 
prehensive about this.” 


He indicated that the anxiety may 
have been intensified when the city’s 
federal revenue sharing funds were 
slashed for fiscal year 1982. 

Blade explained that about three 
months of work had been put into the 
city’s block grant application, which 
lists such things as project objec- 
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S MAY 28 
tives, performance on past projects 
and community input. 

About $1.4 million of the grant 
money has already been earmarked 
for the the central eastside improve- 
ment project. Curbs, gutters and 
sidewalks, as well as some other 
limited rehabilitation efforts are a 
part of a plan for the area approved 
by the redevelopment commission 
last week. 

About $100,000 will be used for 
improvements at Fairbanks Park. 
The project calls for the construction 
of a new bandstand, some major 
landscape work and other improve- 
ments. Blade said that since the 
funding has now been approved, bid- 
ding and construction on the project 
could begin sometime this summer. 


The fire station/mini-park project 
at 9th and College streets will be 
enhanced with some of the grant 
funds. 


The overall administration for all 
projects, as well as office and opera- 
tional expenses, is also funded by the 
grant. 
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How should Indiana spend approx- 
imately $180 million in federal block 
grants during fiscal 1982? Local resi- 
dents will have a chance to help 
answer that question during a block 
grant advisory task force hearing 
next Tuesday. 

Gov, Robert D. Orr has announced 
the meeting will be conducted at the 
Vigo County Public Library from 9:30 
a.m, until 3 p.m. on Tuesday. 

The Terre Haute session is one of 16 
hearings conducted throughout the 
state. Other sessions wili be con- 
ducted next week in Evansville, 
Seymour and Indianapolis. 

Four different task forces ap- 
pointed by Orr are conducting the 
hearings to provide information to 
the governor on the nine new block 
grants created by merging . 57 
categorical grants. 


CT 2 2 1981 

The Human Resources Task Force 
will be involved in the Terre Haute 
hearings. 

Next week’s sessions complete the 
public hearings for three of the four 
block grant task forces. Hearings on 
the eduction block grant will be at a 
later date because it is funded on a 
different basis. 

Witnesses are asked to limit their 
testirnony to five minutes and provide 
a written copy of their statement 45 
minutes in advance of the hearing. 

On July 29, Congress passed the 
Budget Reconcilication Act of 1981, 
which included provisions making 
dramatic changes in the relationship 
between the federal government, the 
state governments and local govern- 
ments, in the delivery of services in 
the nation. 

The budget reconciliation act in- 


Community 


grant mode. Formerly all services 
were delivered in compliance with 
strict federal guidelines on what 
services were to be delivered, to 
whom they were to be delivered and 
by what agencies they should. be 
delivered. 

State and local governments, if 
they participated in the programs, 
were limited strictly to providing 
services within the constraints of this 
system. 

For a number of years the nation’s 
governors had indicated to 
Washington that if they received 
federal money in a block grant mode 
which allow states to design their own 
delivery systems, they could not only 
Save money and eliminate duplication 
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ANd unnecessary sefvices, but they 


“would in fact provide better services 


to their citizens. 

The major portion of the idea was 
for flexibility to be given to the states 
in developing service delivery 
systems for their own citizens. 

As part of his economic package, 
President Reagan included a block 
grant provision for the states along 
with his tax cut proposals and budget 
cuts. 

The president's initial proposal in- 
cluded putting 87 federal programs 
into block grants. The block grants 
would have been broad enough to 
allow the states greater opportunities 
to design and redesign service de- 
livery systems to meet the needs of 
the people, officials say. 

The reconciliation bill as it finally 
passed provided for the consolidation 


ot 57 programs into the nine separate 
block grants. 


The nine block grants areas are: 
Education; Community Develop- 
ment; Primary Health Care; Preven- 
tive Health and Health Services; 
Maternal and Child Health, Alcohol,| 
Drug Abuse and Mental Health;) 
Social Services; Emergency Energy! 
Assistance and Community Services 

While the states did not obtain the 
amount of flexibility they had desired 
with the blocks, there is the possibili- 
ty for more flexibility than the states 
had before, officials say. 

Indiana had received approximate- 
ly $204 million in the last fiscal year 
in the categorical grants now rolled 
into the nine block grants, but an- 
ticipates getting only $179.4 million 
this year, a cut of nearly $25 million. 
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Hearings Disappointing 


Star Staff Report 
The turnout for public hearings earlier this week 
on distribution of Community Development Block 
Grant funds was a little disappointing. 


- Only about 25 applications for the money were 
distributed, according to Jan Divine, of the Terre 
Haute Department of Redevelopment. 

The three meetings were held Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday to provide information, on and 
applications for the grants, Divine said. Applica- 
tions still are available at the redevelopment 
Office. 

Money is available in three areas of the city to 

bring substandard housing up to code, Divine said. 
A no-interest, no-payment loan, the money is 
repayed when the home changes ownership. 
_ All applications must be submitted by Jan. 18, A 
meeting will be held at 6 p.m. that night to provide 
assistance in filling out the applications, according 
to Divine. 


This is probably the last year money will be 
available in two of the areas. The Seventh through 
13th Streets and Margaret Avenue/Krumbhaar 
Project Areas probably will be eliminated in the 
next grant year. 


` Procedures for spending the money, once the 
applications have been prioritized, will be some- 

what different this year, Divine noted. 
` A local architect has been retained to prepare 


bine. 


specifications on each house which will be re- 
habilitated, Divine said. The specifications will be 
packaged and put out for bid. 


Previously, the homeowner chose three contrac- 
tors who bid on the project. However, the contrac- 
tor using the cheapest material may have sub- 
mitted the lowest bid resulting in less than satisfac- 
tory results, according to Divine. 


Another change has been the increase in max- 
imum, from $9,500 to $14,000, subsidy to allow for 
more cosmetic rehabilitation. In prior years, 
houses brought up to standards may have had work 
done inside, but none on the outside. The individual 
home was helped, but the house still may not have 
looked good on the outside, Divine said. 


With some cosmetic rehabilitation, the entire 
neighborhood can benefit. 


CDBG money can be used for repairs which have 
been neglected, replacement of principal fixtures, 
renovations, connections to water or sewer lines 
and weatherization for more efficient energy use. 
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UDAG, CDBG Eyed For Cuts 


MAYOR CHALOS 
. laments proposed cuts 


By GERALD P. GRIMES 
Star Staff Writer 

Two federal grant programs to be yanked onde 
the latest White House budget-slashing proposal 
are “important tools” used over the past few years 
to improve Terre Haute, according to Mayor Pete 
Chalos. . 

Community Development Block Grants 
(CDBG’s) and Urban Development Action Grants 
(UDAG’s) would be eliminated if President Re- 
agan has his way again on Capitol Hill. 

“Practically every mayor in the: country is 
depending on CDBG’s for any kind of improve- 
ments being made in his city,” Chalos said. “And 
both UDAG and CDBG are more or less tools we’ve 
been using to improve Terre Haute. You take away 
a man’s tools he’s using to improve his town and 
where does that leave him?” 

Chalos said UDAG funds were used to upgrade 
certain neighborhoods by providing low-interest 
loans and grants to help homeowners in depressed 
areas 
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St or ft of A that have been put in or 
replaced in ie Haute within the last six years, 
all of the curbs, gutters and streets — all of that 
was done with CDBG money,” he explained. 

UDAG funds were also used to construct the 
city’s newest fire stations. 

“And the worst part is that we have absolutely 
no money in our budget to pay for things like this. 
We can’t pay for fire houses, more sidewalks or 
improved curbs.” 

Chalos said he could look at the federal 
government’s problems objectively and ‘‘sympa- 
thize with what they are going through.” 

As a mayor, Chalos says he is irritated that the 
program cuts are asked for in light of the Federal 
Reserve's tight fiscal policy. 

“If they were going to roll back interest rates 
down to a reasonable level — say 10 or 12 percent 
— that would be different. Or if they were going to 
reduce the amount of money the federal govern- 
ment takes out of Terre Haute in taxes, leaving us 


to work with that money — I would be in favor of 
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something like that,” the mayor said. : p 

Asked if the two programs were crucial to th 
city’s survival, Chalos responded: 

“People ask me if we could get along without 
(the programs) and I say the answer is yes. 
Because really, we could get along without any- 
thing. I mean we could get along without fire 
departments and let all the houses burn down ... 
I realize that’s a silly example’ but ....’’ 

The city’s downtown redevelopment project — 
currently idled by an apparent conflict between key 
financial interests and the city’s chosen developer, 


- David Hocker of Owensboro, Ky. — would not be 


killed off by the cuts, should they be passed into 
law, Chalos says. 

“They wouldn’t be doomed, no. We could do tax 
abatement districts, tax increment financing, or 
we could sell IRB’s (Industrial Revenue Bonds) to 
help the project.” 

However, the loss of UDAG funds would substan- 
tially reduce the “tools” available to the Chalos 


administration in assisting the project's developer, — 


the mayor agreed. — 

In a related development, he confirmed a letter 
had been sent from his office to David Hocker 
informing the city considered itself under no 
further obligation. 


“We said we considered ourselves free to talk to 
anyone else, since they'd already had a shot at it,” 
Chalos said. 


“We have been talking to some people, but 
there’s been nothing that I would cali a substantial 
development or firm commitment made. I think 
some of the local groups are interested in doing 


projects of their own and if they area, fine, we'll do — 


everything to help them.” 


He said that a possible renovation project involv- 
ing the Terre Haute House would be among several 
options 

He said the proposed conversion of the Terre 
Haute House Hotel into a center for the aged was 
one such project under consideration. 
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C Sntral Eastside 


By SUE LOUGHLIN 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Approximately 115 Central Eastside residents jammed a 
meeting room at Ben Franklin School Wednesday to find 
out about the city’s no-interest loans for home rehabilita- 
tion. 

Terre Haute will be receiving $500,000 for home re- 
habilitation loans as part of its 1982 Community Develop- 
ment Block Grant funds. Most of the money w used 
for rehabilitation in the Central Eastside area, according 
to Dean Branson, real estate administrator for the city’s 
redevelopment department. 

Branson and Mark Blade, assistant director of the 
department, conducted the 14-hour meeting. 

The loan program will operate a little differently this 
year, officials indicated. 

This will be the first year for a ‘deferred’ loan 
repayment, in which individuals repay the loan if there is 
a transfer of property, either through sale or will. Also, the 
maximum loan is for $14,000. 

In the past, the maximum a person could receive was 
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$9,500, and if the resident lived in the rehabilitated home 
for five years, he did not have to pay the loan back at all. 

According to Branson, the changes were made in order 
to recycle some of the money for future rehabilitation. 
“We're not assured that money (CDBG funds) will keep 
coming all the time,” he said. 


In addition, he pointed out that heirs of rehabilitated 


property are responsible for repaying the loan, ‘‘I don’t 


believe the city is interested in assisting heirs of property 
unless they meet the criteria on their own merits,” he said. 

According to Blade, if recipients received the maximum 
loan ($14,000) only about 36 homes could actually be 
rehabilitated. While loans might fall below the maximum, 
he said, ‘‘... most of the housing stock is so old that most 
of them (approved loans) could get that high.” 


In explaining procedures for granting the loans, Branson 
said that improvements geared toward life safety and code 
deficiency would receive first priority, and only those 
properties which. could be brought up to code would be 
considered eligible. 
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The department does appraisals to determine the home’s 
worth both before and after rehabilitation. “If it shows 
we'll put more (money) into it than it’s worth, then the 
home is beyond rehabilitation,” Blade said. 


If the number of applicants exceeds available funds, 
lotteries will be conducted to determine the loan reci- 
pients. 

If questions were any indication of interest, then 
applicants couldn’t seem to find out enough about the loan 
program. They asked a wide variety of questions — some 
tricky, some technical. 

Some funny. 

“Can you pay back the loan before you die?” asked one 
person. 


‘You can pay back any time you want to,” Branson said. 

“What if you have no income?” asked another. 

“That would make you fairly well eligible,” the mod- 
erator replied. 

Residents were also concerned about who would decide 
what kind of improvements would be made. ; 

“We (the city) will identify the code deficiencies in the 
property. Hopefully, we (property owners and officials) 
will be able to agree on what should be done,” Branson 
said. He noted that an architect would be doing inspection 
work on each of the qualifying homes. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, residents plunged 
forward to obtain applications. Only 60 were available. 
Other interested persons can pick up applications Friday 
at the redevelopment office, 209 City Hall. 

The department will begin processing the applications 
within a few weeks. 

Central Eastside residents were more than eager to get 
their “piece of the block.” 

“I think it’s a good idea,” Viola Wakefield, 226 Kent 
Ave., said. “People like me can’t afford to do it (make 
home improvements) on their own.” She said that her 
home needed ceiling repairs and improvements in elec- 
trical wiring. ` 

Jack and Roberta Varner, 115 N. 18th Street, said they 
needed assistance for “things we can’t do ourselves” — 
including outside work, insulation and new siding. 
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Central Eastside homeowners may get interest-free loans 


For Central Eastside residents whose homes are 
in need of repair, help could be on the way. 

The city is conducting a meeting tonight to explain 
a special no-interest, deferred-payment loan pro- 
gram to help low- and moderate-income families 
rehabilitate their homes. 


The meeting is at 6:30 p.m. in Ben Franklin 
Elementary School, 1600 Elm St. Dean Branson, real 
estate administrator for the city’s redevelopment 
department, will explain how the loan program 
works. . 


Funded through Community Development Block 
Grant funds, the program is intended to help resi- 
dents bring homes up to local building codes. ‘‘It is 
an attempt to upgrade neighborhoods, and to en- 
courage the rehabilitation of properties in targeted 
areas,” Branson said. 


He noted there are two criteria which home 
owners must meet in order to qualify for partici- 
pation in the program: Property must be within the 
Central Eastside area and residents must meet 
certain income requirements. 

The Central Eastside is bounded roughly by Maple 
Avenue to the north, Poplar Street on the south, 13th 
Street on the west and Kester Avenue on the east. 

Under the program, homeowners can receive 
loans of up to $14,000 which do not have to be repaid 
until the house is sold. 

“If you live in the home all your life, you never 
have to pay the loan back,“ Mark Blade, assistant 
director of redevelopment, said. 

There is no interest charge at the time the loan is 
repaid. 

According to Branson, the money is then ‘'re- 
cycled” to be used for other rehabilitation projects. 


Branson said that priority is given to those 65 and 


older. and to.the handicapped. 
Family size and income limits: 
e One member — $12,100. 
e Two members — $13,800. 
e Three members — $15,550. 
e Four members — $17,300. 
e Five members — $18,350. 
e Six members — $19,450. 
e Seven members — $20,500. 
e Eight members — $21,600. 
Applications will be given out at tonight’s meeting. 


The department of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment recently awarded more than $2.2 million in 
CDBG money to Terre Haute for 1982. Approximate- 
ly $500.000 is projected for the rehabilitation of 
homes in targeted areas. 
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Terre Haute has been awarded 
$2.22 million in community develop- 
ment block grant funds for fiscal year’ 
1982, Mayor P. Pete Chalos announced 
Tuesday. 

The allocation was $200,000 less 
than last year's. 

According to city officials, $1 mil- 
lion of the grant will be used for 
street, sidewalk, curb and other im- 
provements. in the Central Eastside, 
the largest of the four neighborhoods 
targeted for revitalization under the 
federal program. 


Another $500,000 will be used for 
housing rehabilitation in the Central 
Eastside and Highland areas through 
the city’s ‘‘Zero Interest Loan Pro- 
gram." About $50,000 is allocated for 
demolition of condemned houses and 
$50,000 for acquisition of vacant lots. 
Program administration accounts for 
$200,000 of the grant. 

Chalos’s Tuesday announcement 
actually concerned the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban Affair's 
decision last week to approve Terre 
Haute’s plan for how to spend the 
grant, Mark Blade, the city’s assis- 
tant redevelopment director, said. 


«=z Blade said HUD told Terre Haute last 
aq winter that it was eligible for $2.22 in 
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In 1981 the city received $2.4 mil- 
lion. Blade attributed the $200,000 
reduction in the 1982 allocation to cuts 
at the federal level. 

Locally, the reduction will mean 
less money for street improvements. 
But Blade said that might not result 
in less work if contractors’ bids con- 
tinue to come in below estimates. 

Bids recently have been 10 percent 
lower than engineers had estimated 
because of scarcity of work, he said. 

Street improvements underway on 
Sycamore Street, for example, will 
cost only $100,000, $20,000 less than 
budgetted according to Robert 
Fisher, a civil engineer with Beam, 
Longest & Neff, Inc., Indianapolis. 

Terre Haute has participated in the 
block grant program for eight years, 
Blade said. He said work in two 
target areas has been completed, but 
revitalization of the Central Eastside 
could be a longer range project. 

The city is holding a public meeting 
in the Central Eastside Wednesday to 
explain the “Zero Interest Loan Pro- 
gram” for housing rehabilitation. Un- 
der the program, homeowners can 
get loans for up to $14,000 that don't 
have to be repaid until they sell the 
house. The meeting will be held at 
6:30 pm. at the Ben Franklin 
Elementary School, 1600 Elm St. 
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effective this year, the state rather 
than the federal government will be- 
gin administering Community De- 
arg? ae 
smaller India mmunities. 

Most communities in the West Cen- 
tral Indiana area will be affected by 
the change, and the competition for 


funds could be “fierce,” according to 
Merv Nolot, executive director of 


Seat th min) Economic De- 
Weil cei District. 


Nolot was recently appointed by Lt. 
Gov. John Mutz to an advisory com- 
mittee which will help the depart- 
ment of commerce prepare 
guidelines for the program. 

The 10-member committee will 
have to do some hustling, since the 
program is scheduled to begin July 1. 
The group is scheduled to begin work- 


COcnnunity Artairs File 
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ing on the guidelines in Indianapolis 
today. 

Cities the size of Terre Haute are 
not included, since they fall under 
entitlement programs which will con- 
tinue to be handled by the department 
of Housing and Urban Development 
in Indianapolis. 

Nolot hopes the state will establish 
priorities which meet the needs of 
these communities. 
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Central Eastside 


More than half of Terre Haute’s $2,223,000 Com- 
munity Development Block Grant entitlement for 
1982 has been earmarked for improvements in the 
Central Eastside. 

The Terre Haute Redevelopment Commission 
today approved this year’s CDBG objectives. Ac- 
cording to a projection report, 1982 CDBG funds will 
be used as follows: 

eCENTRAL EASTSIDE STREET IMPROYE- 
MENTS — $1,073,000 for revitalization of Central 
Eastside neighborhoods by constructing sidewalk, 
curb, gutter and drainage facilities is planned. Street 
resurfacing and related improvements will also take 

lace. 
3 eRESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION — $500,000 
for rehabilitation of private owner-occupied residen- 
tial homes will continue in order to conserve Central 


T APR21 1992 
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Eastside and Highland neighborhood housing. The 
report said U.S. Census data indicates that over 60 
percent of the housing in Terre Haute was built prior 
to 1940. ‘‘Much of the ciy’s older housing has become 
deteriorated due to inadequate and deferred main- 
tenance,” according to the redevelopment report. 

eCLEARANCE OF HOUSES — $50,000 for the 
scheduled completion of approximately 50 con- 
demned and vacant housing units in the city’s target 
neighborhoods. “The purpose of this activity is to 
eliminate blighting influences,” the report said. 

*LAND ACQUISITION — $50,000 for acquisition of 
vacant and weedy lots through the city’s demolition 
site recovery program. According to the report, this 
activity is designed to use vacant lots and encourage 
citizens to make improvements on them which will 
enhance neighborhood stability. 
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FAIRBANKS PARK RENOVATION — $250,000 
for proposed construction consisting of road im- 
provements, concrete walkways, a new restroom 
building, landscaping and seeding and demolition of 
the existing restroom building and portions of the 
existing road. 

A total of $200,000 is budgeted for adminstration 
costs including salaries and office supplies. 

The department also budgeted $100,000 for cont- 
ingencies, or unplanned costs. John Hanley, re- 
development commission member, said today that 
10 percent of the total entitlement is a standard 
projection for contingencies. 

Redevelopment department director Marc Elliott 
said contingenices might include project costs which 
exceed the orginal budget amount or projects not 
scheduled when fund usage was projected. 
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By F.I. GOLDHABER 
Star Staff Writer 

Even now if you are poor where you 
live can make all the difference. 

The kind of help available for low 
and moderate income people varies 
from state to state. 

Ronnie Reagan would like to see 
those differences increase even 
more. 

Someone should remind our aging 
leader this is a country founded on the 
belief all men are created equal — no 
matter their station, no matter their 
state. Later Congresses have added 
race, creed, color and sex to the ‘“‘no 
matters.” 

Reagan wants to return a lot of 
social programs to state control. 
These programs were taken away 
from the states so they could be 
administered more equitably, so a 
national standard could be applied. 

“What happens in a state where 
people are not as committed” to 
helping people with low or moderate 
incomes, asks one local official whose 
programs would be effected by the 
“new federalism.” 

Mark Blade, assistant director of 
the Terre Haute Department of Re- 
development is “very very nervous” 
about the prospect of -Community 
Development Block Grant programs 
being ‘“‘given” to the state of Indiana. 

‘Politics will come into play,” 
Blade said. 

Blade has worked with community 
development block grant programs 
for six years. At the department of 
redevelopment he is responsible for 
writing block grant applications, 
managing contracts, conducting pub- 
lic hearings, filling out reports for the 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, and making sure con- 
tractors comply with Equal Em- 
ployment Opportunity Commission 
regulations. 

Blade is not sure what Reagan’s 
“new federalism” is going to do to 
the integrity of the block grant pro- 
grams. 

So far the changes ‘“‘haven’t hurt 
us,” he said. The most visible change 
has been the size of the application. 
Last year redevelopment turned in an 
application more than half an inch 
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ich is required is a 
statement of need, community de- 
velopment objectives, projected use 
of funds and certifications such as 
EEOC. 

“That can be done in three pages,” 
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Blade said. “1 jumped up and down 
when I saw that.” 

The “regulatory relief” is designed 
to give communities greater flexibili- 
ty. 

othe more flexibility we have the 
more we can do, as long as they give 
us some more money,” Blade said. 

But there is talk about cutting the 
community development programs 
by 10 percent each year. At what 
point is the program eliminated en- 
tirely, Blade asks? 

More than 12 million federal 
dollars have poured into Terre Haute 
since the Community Development 
Act of 1974 was signed by then- 
President Gerald Ford. The money 
has been used to build new sidewalks, 
curbs and gutters, demolish 
dilapidated housing, rehabilitate 
saveable housing, resurface city 
streets, improve city parks, and build 
a new fire station. 

It is very doubtfull the city would 
have had the money to do that without 
the community development block 
grants, Blade said. 

Yet the $12 million is “just a drop 
in the bucket,” according to Blade. It 
has been spent in targeted areas so 
the impact of the funds can actually 
be seen. 

If the money continued to flow, 
eventually every area of the city 
could be rehabilitated, Blade be- 
lieves. 


Block Grants, New Budget 


Without the federal funds, 
work it out, but (the block grant 
programs) are about the only tools 
the cities have,” he said. This is 
especially true in Indiana, where a 
tax freeze puts a crimp in the city’s 
ability to provide even basic services. 


Stuff 


For 20'or 30 years, Terre Haute was 
allowed to deteriorate, Blade said. 
For the first time, under the current 
administration, Blade believes he can 
see a coordinated effort to go into 
neighborhoods and stabilize them. 

But what happens when the admin- 
istration changes and is no longer 
committed to rehabilitating the city, 
Blade asks? Under Reagan’s federal- 
ism, cities no longer would be regu- 
lated as strictly to make sure the 
money benefited areas and people 
who needed it most. 

Right now Blade is pleased with the 
way the city is handling its redevelop- 
ment program. 

“I couldn’t work in a program I 
couldn’t believe in. I believe in this 
program, I like helping people and I 
like helping the city of Terre Haute” 

If Reagan had been in office in 1974, 
the Community Development Act 


would never have been signed, Blade — 


believes. 


He does not think ‘‘Reagan believes 
in these programs.” 


The frustration level created by 


Reagan is high, Blade notes. Un- 


employment is up, job training pro- 
grams are being eliminated. 


Should community development 
programs be taken away from the 
cities, “it’s going to be a real hot 
summer,” Blade warned, recalling 
the riots which broke out in the cities 
during the 1960s. 
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By SUE LOUGHLIN 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Ask, and thou shalt receive. 

Redevelopment officials asked for 
citizen input, and probably got more 
than they bargained for at Tuesday 
night’s first public hearing for Com- 
munity Development Block Grants. 

Though only one public hearing is 
required by law, the city will be 
conducting a second one next Tues- 
da 
“The city is eligible for $2.2 million 
this year, and about 30 to 35 citizens 
decided to air complaints and offer 
suggestions as to how those funds 
should be used — this despite the fact 
that the funds are already allocated 
for different sources. 

“What effect will citizens like my- 


self Commyn ibys! igireaty! bore. 


pared?” Philip Raspberry, 2326 Tip- 
pecanoe Street, said. “Can we change 
anything if we feel there’s a need?” 

Mark Blade, assistant director of 
redevelopment, said that while the 
scope of the project would not change 
due to citizen input, individual resi- 
dents would have a chance to view 
engineering plans before they were 
implemented, leaving room for pos- 
sible revisions. 

Beth Brock, president of the 80- 
block Farrington’s Grove Historical 
District, spoke out on several issues, 
particularly regarding those areas 
which will benefit from the CDBG 
program. 

The targeted areas include the Cen- 
tral Eastside, bounded by Eighth and 
Maple Avenues on the north, Poplar 
and Wabash on the south, 25th Street 
and Kester Avenue to the east, and 
the railroad, 11th and 13th streets to 
the west. Approximately $1.1 million 
is earmarked for the area, to be used 
for sidewalks, curbs, gutters, 
drainage facilites, street resurfacing 
and related improvements. 

The city plan will also focus on the 
the Highland neighborhood area, lo- 
cated on the city’s northside. 

Brock questioned officials as to 
why the funds were allocated prime- 
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rily to one area, explaining g her 
neighborhood was also in need of 
similar improvements. 

She said the area also has problems 
with urban blight, absentee landlords 
and vacant lots, and charged that the 
“building inspector isn’t doing his 
job.” 

Blade, who chaired the hearing, 
told Brock that the city adminis- 


tration has implemented a policy of, 


“targeting,” in which funds are con- 
centrated in a single area rather than 
scattered throughout the city “‘ 
you'll see visual improvements in a 
particular neighborhood.”’ 

“I’m not saying that they don’t 
need the money,” Brock said. ‘‘But 
there are people in my area who also 
feel they need these monies. ..we live 
here too, we pay taxes, and we live in 
a blighted neighborhood. I feel very 
frustrated, and so do the people living 
in my area,” she said. 

Blade said that the city eventually 
hoped to get to all parts of the city 
that needed similar improvements. 
“The only thing that’s going to stop us 
is Mr. Reagan,” he said. He noted 
that the amount of money given to the 
city in the CDBG program has de- 
creased over the past two years. 

Brock also discussed the proposed 
use of $250,000 for the renovation of 


Fairbanks Park, which she claimed 
was inaccessible for many people 


‘because of the barrier created by 


Third Street traffic. She requested 
the construction of a crossover across 
the state highway. 


Pat Ralston, park superintendent, 
also present for the hearing, said he 
was aware of the problem, citing the 
fact that nearly 90 percent of Fair- 
banks Park users get there by car. 
“We do realize that Third Street is a 
barrier for some people, and it is 
something which has been dis- 
cussed,” he said. Despite present 
high construction costs, he did not 
rule out a crossover for sometime in 
the future. 


When Brock continued to question 
why the city should put so much 
money into a park that was ‘‘inac- 
cessible,” Ralston said that in a 
series of hearings conducted last 
year, nearly 90 percent of the people 
listed the park’s renovation as a top 
priority. 

Brock also called for the city to 
review its present demolition policies 
with regard to vacant, blighted 
homes. “We advocate rehabilitation 
rather than demolition,” she said. 

The problem of vacant, unkept lots 
cropped up again and again. 
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By SUE LOUGHLIN 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Farrington Grove residents Tues- 
day night made a second attempt to 
block the city’s projected use of its 
1982 Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) program. 

At stake is approximately $2.2 mil- 
lion which has been targeted for 
various uses aimed at community 
development and the eradication of 
urban blight. About 30 people at- 
tended the city’s second CDBG hear- 
ing in the City Hall court room. 


Bob Larson, 529 S. Center St., who, 
with his wife, now serves as co- 
president of Farrington’s Grove His- 
torical District, said during the hear- 
ing that he disagrees with the city’s 
targeting concept. Larson maintained 
that the money should be spent where 
there is the greatest possibility of a 
“return on the investment.” 


“When the government spends 
money, what they are hoping is that it 
will encourage others to make the 
same kind of improvements,” he said 
this morning. 

He questioned what constitutes the 
wisest use of such funds: those areas 
with the greatest blight, or those 
which present a greater opportunity 
for a return on the dollar. 

While funding to such areas as the 
central eastside ‘‘might do some 
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good, we think foul is a much 
greater opportunity for investment 
being returned in an area such as 
Farrington Grove.” 


He likened the spending of money 
in a severely blighted area to ‘‘pour- 
ing water on a fire that’s gone too 
far.” 

Approximately $1.1 million of this 
year’s funding is targeted for central 
eastside street improvements. 


Mark Blade, assistant director of 
the redevelopment department, today 
asserted that the city’s policy of 
targeting CDBG funds is the best 
means to eliminate urban blight. 


“If we scatter the funds, then we 
will never come to grips with the real 
problem of deteriorating neighbor- 
hoods,” he said. ‘‘Most of our neigh- 
borhoods have problems, but it comes 
down to where our priorities are and 
where the most critical problems 
are.” 

He said that those areas receiving 
priority include those with a high 
degree of substandard housing, va- 
cant lots and bad streets, among 
others. 

Ultimately, it is the city’s obliga- 
tion to make the final decision on how 
the funds are to be spent, he said. 

Hearings are being conducted to 
give citizens an opportunity to pres- 
ent their views, but Blade said that 


rgeting 


Ie ORE: 


eboney of changing projected 
uses depends on how much the 
changes conicide.with priorities set 
by the city. 

Several other issues also came up 
at the hearing. George Amies, 1215 S. 
Center St., questioned why so much 
money was being, spent for street 
improvements rather than on house 
rehabilitation. 

Others asked about the possibility 
of urban homesteading programs, 
which enable people to purchase 
homes at an inexpensive price if they 
agree to rehabilitate them. 

Blade said that there are no pro- 
grams of that type in Terre Haute. 

He said today that the Reagan 
administration has substantially cut 
funding for such programs, and that 
funding for urban improvements will 
continue to be concentrated in CDBG 
and UDAG (Urban Development Ac- 
tion Grant) programs. 

He said that the city’s CDBG fund- 
ing has been cut about $200,000 this 
year over last, and he added that 
there is a possibility of similar cuts in 
future years. 

The issue of Fairbanks Park im- 
provements came up again, with Far- 
rington Grove residents citing the 
need for an overhead cross walk 
bridging Third Street. 

Projected funding for the park’s 
improvements comes to $250,000. 
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By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Staff Writer 

Terre Haute will ask its residents 
Dec. 21 for their reaction to city 
proposals on how to spend an esti- 
mated $2.2 million in federal com- 
munity development block grant 
- funds in 1983. 

The hearing is scheduled for 7:30 
p.m. in the City Courtroom. In pre- 
vious years, assistant Redevelopment 
Director Mark Blade said the city had 
two hearings for public comment on 
the plans, but this year the number of 
hearings will be scaled back to one 
because previously the same people 
came to both. 

This year the city plans to begin 
drainage, street and sidewalk im- 
provements in the Highland. area, as 
well as continuing public improve- 
ments in the Central East Side. Also 
included in the city plan are con- 
tinued improvements at Fairbanks 
Park, including construction of a 
sculpture-fountain, housing re- 
 habilitation, housing demolition and 
reclamation of vacant land. 

Blade declined to release specific 
allocations for each project. In past 
years the city ‘has spent about $1 
million on street and drainage im- 
provements. In 1982, $500,000 also 
-went to housing rehabilitation, $50,000 
to housing demolition, $50,000 to land 
acquisition, $250,000 to Fairbanks 
Park, $200,000 for administration and 
$100,000 for contingencies. Next 
year’s work at Fairbanks [Park is 
estimated at $300,000. 

The heavy emphasis on. drainage 
and street improvements stems from 
what Blade said is their particularly 
deteriorated condition. 

“The housing is not as deteriorated 
as the streets,” Blade said. ‘‘People 
won't rehabilitate their homes until 
they have decent neighborhoods... 
and support facilities.” 

With the installation of the Chalos 
- administration in 1980, Blade said the 
city adopted the target-area strategy 
for allocation of funds in use in most 
comnuunities. j `P, 

“It brought us into the 20th century - 
when it came to this program,” he 


said. “You could do scattered site | 


improvements but if you're talking- 
bout turning around marginal neigh- 
Sborhoods, you'll never get it done that 
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In 1980 and 1981, thie city continued 
and completed work in two southside 
target areas: Margaret Avenue- 
Krumbhaar and Seventh to 13th 
streets. It then turned the bulk of its 
attention to the Central East Side, 
where work had begun on a smaller 
scale in 1980. 

Because of the scale of work 
needed in the Central East Side, the 
city expects to continue funneling 
money there for a couple more years, 
while beginning street improvements 
in Highland, Blade said. 

“We could spend $40 million in the 
Central East Side and still not do 
everything we need,” he said. 


It would cost an estimated $17 
million, for example, to install a 
separate storm sewer system north of 
Eighth Avenue and east of 25th 
Street. Because that price tag is out 
of reach, the city has no plans to 
extend its drainage and accompany- 
ing sidewalk work into that area. 


“If you don’t have drainage, 
there’s no need of having sidewalks if 
they’ll be under water,” Blade said. 


This year a new suggestion for the 
use of funds is under informal con- 
sideration by the Board of „Public 
Works and Safety. The board is mak- 
ing inquiries about whether some 
money could be allocated to help 
people who couldn’t otherwise afford 
it hook up to the sewer system. 
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'By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Staff Writer 

Terre Haute formally told federal 
officials last week that it wants to 
terminate the rehabilitation program 
that has been the source of friction 
between the city and the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment since a negative monitoring 
report last spring. 

Termination of the Urban Develop- 
ment Action Grant program will 
mean the sacrifice of $50,000 remain- 
ing in Terre Haute’s account in Wash- 
ington from a $1 million grant, city 
officials said. 

But the notice was a message from 
the city to HUD that “were very 
disturbed by the way this whole thing 
is being handled,” Payor P. Pete 
Chalos said. 

“AS an administration, we think 
UDAG is a very good federal pro- 
gram,” Chalos said. ‘‘But we feel that 
we were harrassed rather than helped 
to come into compliance and we still 
have not been given the information 
we asked for.” 
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Chalos had a lengthy meeting last 
month with a HUD official about the 
monitoring report but declined com- 
ment on the results of that meeting. 

In particular, city officials charge 
the critical monitoring report and 
attendant press coverage turned local 
financial institutions against partici- 
pating in the UDAG program. Last 
week’s termination message, in fact, 
was based on a HUD finding that 
concluded ‘‘the lending institutions 
have been the primary beneficiaries 
of the UDAG program,” a conclusion 
that city officials say is unwarranted 
and mathematically impossible. 

The crux of the argument was over 
financing terms for rehabilitation 
projects in which UDAG subsidies 
were used as partial payments on 
loans from banks and savings and 
loans associations. 

HUD said the financing method 
used in Terre Haute resulted in a 
substantially higher interest rate for 
lenders than they would have re- 
ceived under the method HUD said 
should have been used. 
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City officials agree that HUD’s 
preferred method would result in 
bigger savings to homeowners. But 
they say the method criticized was 
not prohibited in the grant agree- 
ment, is custoniary for home-im- 
provement installment loans and is 
prescribed under another federal 
property-improvement program used 
in conjunction with UDAG in some 
cases. 

They also say that some partici- 
pating lenders made no loans by the 
method criticized by HUD, yet HUD 
leveled a blanket charge. 

HUD’s method required substract- 
ing the UDAG subsidy, which is paid 


_after rehabilitation is finished, 


directly from the principal amount of 
the loan and then recomputing the 
loan amount and the interest. 

The method that HUD criticized 
involved deducting the subsidy from 


the total of the principal and the 
interest computed over the life of the 
loan. 

The city met with lending institu- 
tions to discuss the issue during the 
fall, Redevelopment Director Marc 
Elliott said, and then sent letters Oct. 
29 asking lenders to notify the city in 
a week if they wanted to continue 
participating in the UDAG program 
using HUD’s method. 

Only one lender — Pfister Co. Inc. 
— responded positively, Elliott said. 
He said the others either declined or 
didn’t respond at all. 

On Dec. 28, Chalos wrote HUD 
asking to terminate the program be- 
cause lenders didn’t agree with the 
method that HUD prescribed for cal- 
culating interest. 

Officials of Terre Haute First Na- 
tional Bank declined comment Tues- 
day on the interest issue, but said 
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they had followed HUD’s instructions 
and ‘conducted the program in the 
spirit of service to the community.” 

Paul Pfister, president of Pfister 
Co., said his company makes only 
mortgage — as distinguished from 
installment — loans and thus was 
able to use HUD’s preferred financ- 
ing method. 

“But for the other lenders, it’s a 
nuisance; they’re geared to handle 
installment loans,” he said. 

Pfister said his company could 
handle loans for the remaining UDAG 
funds, but unknowingly conveyed that 


message to the city after the Dec. 28 


letter to HUD had been sent. 

HUD officials won’t comment on 
the monitoring report but Monday 
Jeanne E. Meggs, a program man- 
ager in HUD’s community planning 
and development section, called the 
dispute about past financing methods 
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a question of “misinterpretation of 


the contract” by the city, 


Now HUD is awaitin “additional 
information from the city before it 
issues a final position on the 35-point 
monitoring report. City officials in 


` turn say they want documentation of 


the regulations that HUD claims have 
been violated and of the intent of the 
federal and local officials who nego- 
tiated the 1979 contract. They say 
HUD has failed to provide that 
documentation despite | several city 
requests. 

Meanwhile, Chalos aid that he 
wants to work with developers to 
prepare proposals for new UDAG 
programs. Those programs probably 
would be for industrial development, 
not residential rehabilitation, and 
would contain different financing ar- = 
rangements than the 1979 program, 
Elliott said. 
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City seeks a ditional fun 
to provide housing assistance - 


By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Staff Writer 

Terre Haute wants to provide housing assistance for 400 
more households in the next three years, according to the 
city’s new housing assistance plan. 

That plan was approved by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development in late February, but 
redevelopment officials declined to discuss it until Mon- 
day, when they received HUD approval of Terre Haute’s 
1983 community development block grant Monday. 

Approval of the block grant request is conditional upon 
approval of the housing assistance plan, they said. > 
The plan shows that 2,566 households need housing 


assistance. Of those, 658 are elderly, 1,730 small families 
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and 178 large families. The estimates came from U.S. 
Census data, Mark Blade, assistant director, said. 

In the next three years, the city will try to help 102 
elderly households, 270 small families and 28 large fami- 
lies, the plan says. The goal is for 200 new subsidized 
housing units to be built. 100 units to be rehabilitated and 
100 existing units to receive subsidies. 


The sites proposed for new construction are at First and — 
Oak streets, and Sixth Street and College Avenue. 


In 1983, the city plans to rehabilitate 35 units with 


_community development block grant funds, to add 35 more 


units to the approximately 460 in its existing Section 8 rent- 
subsidy program and to apply for 100 new units to be built. 
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T MAY 1 2 1983 
By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune-Star Staff Writer 


Two applications which include requests for 
$473,950 in Community Development Block 
Grant Emergency Jobs program funds from 
the state commerce department will be dis- 
cussed at a public hearing Friday. 

One project calls for $400,000 for water and 
sewer extensions and road improvements for 


a proposed industrial park at the southeast 
corner of Moyer Road and Indiana 46, accord- 
ing to Andrea Koontz, West Central Indiana 
Economic Development District official. 
Applied Computing Devices Inc., which re- 
cently purchased the 106-acre property, plans 
to move its offices to the site. The Indiana 
Center for Telecommunication Technology 
Inc., a joint venture of Applied Computing and 


‘Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, also” 


Communit. a 


= tbl, Vlani 
department 
b. GUR asto 


pment funds sought from commerce 


plans to build there. 

The commissioners also will hear com- 
ments on a request for $73,950 for water-| 
system improvements and expansion in, 
Seelyville. | 

The hearing is scheduled to begin at 10 a.m. 
in County Council chambers in the Vigo County 
Annex and Security. Cente He oa tas 

The county commissioners are the legal 
applicants for the funds. Technical assistance 
in preparing the applications i is provided by | 
West Central staff members. — 

The grant applications, to be submitted to 
the Indiana Department of Commerce by May 
18, will include public comments from the 
hearing. 

Vigo County is competing for a part of 
Indiana’s designated $8.6 million in block 
grant funds, Ms. Koontz said. Notification of 
grant awards will occur after June 6 
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By ak ERG 
Tribune-Star Staff Writer 


The 1%-year-old dispute between Terre 
Haute and the U.S. Department of Housing 
‘and Urban Development was resolved, with 
the city agreeing to repay $23,231 for what 
HUD said were ineligible Urban Development 
Action Grant subsidies. 

-Iñ turn, HUD agreed last month to forego 
sanctions ‘that would have cost the city $89,344. 
HUD also agreed to close all findings from a 
late 1981 monitoring visit. Mayor P. Pete 
Chalos said HUD originally sought more than 
$300,000 in repayments. 

“We just tried to protect the financial 
interests of the community,” Chalos said 
Wednesday. 
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T MAY 5 1983 

vee said the agreement resulted from 
lengthy negotiations with HUD, centered on 
the use of a 1979 UDAG grant. 

According to correspondence between the 
city and HUD, the city repaid $22,917 in 
subsidies for work at Ernie’s Electric Co., 
Terre Haute Concrete Supply Corp. and Bell & 
Bracken Funeral Home. 

“These ineligible UDAG subsidies were 
approved by the Terre Haute Housing Author- 
ity during a period of time that Mr. Kirby 
Smith was its executive director,” Chalos 
wrote to HUD in late March. 

But Smith said at least the two largest 
grants were awarded at a time when a loan 
committee selected by Chalos approved all 
commercial UDAG subsidies. 

“He is trying to blame me for $22,000 in 
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what may or may not have been solid loans yet 
he was the one who sent back $1.1 million, the 
entire second UDAG grant,” Smith said. 


The city repaid a fifth subsidy for $315 for a 
microwave oven installed at 1616 S. 10th St. 
That subsidy was approved by Prentiss Peter- 
son, who succeeded Smith in late spring of 
1981, Chalos wrote. 


Administration of the UDAG program was 
transferred to the Redevelopment Depart- 
ment in September 1981. 

Dismissed by HUD were $89,344 in sanctions 
for work for Junior Achievement, the Boys 
Club, St. Joseph Parish and Family Service 
Association and Walter Frazier Realty. The 
city had asked HUD’s advice about whether 
those projects were eligible before the work) 
was done, Chalos said. 

The funds were repaid HUD in late March 
from money earned on sale of land through the 
federally funded community development 
block grant program. Restitution won’t be 
sought from project owners, who Chalos said 
in his March letter ‘‘acted in good faith ... and 
have done nothing wrong.” 


The city still is obligated to take certain 
corrective actions cited in the report, includ- 
ing reinspecting rehabilitated homes for lead- 
based paint hazards. As of March 31, 178 of 515 
re-inspections had been done, with 41 deficien- 
cies found. 


Chalos said the city is preparing an applica- 
tion for another UDAG grant, this time for 
specific commercial and industrial projects. 
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By Jan Chait 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Indiana-American Water Co. had hoped 
to be in a new building by early 1986. Terre 
Haute First National Bank hopes to begin 
construction on a mew building by that 
spring. But neither business has anything 
firmed up as of yet. 

_ Both announced plans to build 
downtown in late 1984. 

Indiana-American plans to tear down 
the former Meis building in the 600 block 
of Wabash Avenue and build anew. 

“We have just simply run out of space,” 
Tom Rowe, business manager for Indiana- 
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American, sdid. Cues a) here [at 234 


S. Eighth St.] for almost 25 years now.” 

Terre Haute First tore down the last 
building on its property on the southeast 
corner of Sixth Street and Wabash Avenue, 
where it plans to construct an office 
building, years ago. 

Rowesays his firm is awaiting the proper 
financing. 

“An attempt is being made by 
Progressive Building Corp. to get the 
necessary financing to keep the lease cost 
in line,” Rowe said. 

When the new L ~*"g is constructed, 
Indiana-American wu. .ease the property 
from Progressive. 

Terre Haute First is progressing slowly 
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ning downtown construction 


on its plans, but it is progressing, Don 
Smith, the bank’s president, said Friday. 

“It seems slow because you can’t see 
anything visually happening,” he said. 
“The slow part is now because there’s so 
much planning and evaluation that has to 
be done. Construction will be the fast 
part.” 

What has happened thus far is that the 
land has been surveyed, soil samples have 
been taken, and utilities and services in 
the alley are being checked to see what’s 
available. 

The bank’s planning and development 
firm is in the process of drawing up 
preliminary plans for the new building, 
Smith said. 
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“We're thinking of all the possibilities. 
An adequate package is one of our prime 
prerequisites.” 

So far, all Smith knows is that the 
building will be a freestanding structure 
that will be built separate from the bank. 
It likely will be of a modern design — but 
not all glass. It wont be wooden, it'll 
probably have a parking garage, and 
somebody has suggested putting a heliport 
on top. 

What Smith does know is that coopera- 
tion from city officials, especially Mayor P. 
Pete Chalos and Redevelopment Director 
Marc Elliott, has been valuable. 

“I think eventually things will ra 
nopping,” he said. “I look forward to it.” 


Downtown Council Seeks 


Public Input Ö 


Suggestions regarding Ae 
decorations are being sought by the 


Downtown Business Council of the 
erre Haute Area Chamber of Com- 


merce. 

Herm Rassel, chairman of the 
Council, is asking the public for sug- 
gestions as to the extent of Christmas 
decorations, whether or not there 
should be any, methods of funding the 
project, involving other commercial 
areas, or any comments, pro or con. 

“The suggestions should be written 
and forwarded to the Chamber of 
Commerce office, 76 Ohio Street, 
Terre Haute 47808,’’ Rassel said. 
“There have been no street decora- 
tions for a couple of years, and we 
feel the public input on such a project 
would aid the Council in making a 
determination.” 

Rassel explained there are 146 light 
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standards from Third street to the 
railroad on Wabash, and including 
Sixth and Seventh streets from Ohio 
to Cherry streets. 

“Suggestions have been made to 
decorate alternate light standards, to 
limit decorations from Third to Ninth 
streets, to extend decorations to Thir- 
teenth or Fourteenth street, to ask 
the city to assist in some way,” he 
enumerated, ‘‘We know there are 
many possible plans, and we are 
asking the public to give us many 
alternates so we may, get a con- 
census.” 

He, stated a decorating firm 
representative is coming to the city 
June 24, and the Council should,have 
the public suggestions before that 
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DBA PRESIDENT HONORED — Steve Owens, past president of the Terre 
Haute Downtown Businessmen’s Association, admires a plaque he received 
from fellow businessmen for his dedicated service to the businessmen's 
group. The DBA is now a part of the Downtown Business Council" a branch 
of the Terre Haute Area Chamber of Commerce. Owens is manager of 
Barker Shoes, 657 Wabash Aye. __ 
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study stressed 


Coordinated study of downtown 
parking has been stressed by Steve 
Owens, president of the Downtown 
Business Association. 

Owens said he does not understand 
why various groups cannot work in 
conjunction with one another in study 
of the parking situation. 

The Terre Haute City Council is 
considering an ordinance to increase 
the overtime parking fine from one 
dollar to three dollars. 

At the same time, Terre Haute 
Civic Improvement, Inc., is planning 
to form a committee to study down- 
town parking. and make suggestions 
to resolve any problems. 

Owens said that the higher the 
parking fine, the less shoppers there 
would be downtown. He said he hopes 
the city could develop a more feasible 
schedule of fines that would not dis- 
courage shoppers. 

The parking fine ordinance also 
calls for the fine to rise from three 
dollars to five dollars if it is not paid 
in 72 hours. If the fine is not paid 
within a week, the violator could be 
arrested and brought to court, ac- 
cording to the proposed ordinance. 


a munit 


ive 
five Nay 


Festi 
comir 


Represen s: te Wis County 
American Legion Council and the 
Downtown Business Association Sat- 
urday morning announced plans for a 
downtown Hawaiian luau for Sept. 7 
and 8. 

Named as co-chairmen to plan the 
event, the first ever to be held in 
downtown Terre Haute, were: Lee 
Phifer and Joe Bilyou, representing 
the Legion Council, and Steve Owens 
and Ron Heath, representing the 
Downtown Business Association. 

Bilyou said the purpose of the luau 
is to raise money for a host of 
activities sponsored by the Legion 
Council. Those activities include: the 
Kadet Band, Boys’ State, school 
awards and the annual oratical con- 
test. 
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The event will be staged on Wabash 
Avenue between Sixth and Seventh 
streets, Friday evening and through- 
out the day Saturday. 

Included in the planned activities 
will be a giant pig roast, a narrative 
of the history of a luau,' music and 
dancing in the street. 

Fred Schwartz, another council 
member helping to plan the event, 
said the public will be encouraged to 
dress in Hawaiian clothing while tak- 
ing part in the festivities. 

“Hopefully the event,” Bilyou said, 
“will become an annual festivity sup- 
ported by residents of Terre Haute 
and the Wabash Valley.” 

Specific plans as to times of events 
will be announced at a later date 
Bilyou added. 
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The Downtown Business Associa- _ 


tion continues toseek solutions to the 
problem of revitalizing the downtown 
shopping area. Members of the Park- 
ing Commission of the DBA met 
Tuesday morning with Steve Hardes- 
ty, district traffic engineer of the 
Indiana State Highway Commission, 
and representatives of the Area Plan- 
ning Commission to request a pro- 
vision for a left-turn lane onto 
Wabash Avenue from Third Street. 

Downtown merchants would like to 
provide access to Wabash Avenue 
from Third Street to funnel prospec- 
tive customers more directly to busi- 
ness establishments. However, 
Hardesty explained the decision to 
omit the left-turn lane from Third 
Street was reached after a traffic 
survey showed traffic backed up to 
Wabash waiting to make a left turn 
onto Cherry Street — particularly at 
rush hours. Further confusion by 
creating an additional left-turn onto 
Wabash would constitute a high acci- 
dent risk, he indicated. 

Sid Levin, speaking for the DBA, 
observed the “cosmetic” improve- 
ments initiated by the Sixth Street 
Improvement Project were fine but 
“this is not the most important thing 
in the revitalization of the downtown 
area. We are a nation of wheels and 
we need access to the area and 
parking once the customer gets 
there,” he concluded. 


Paul Pfister suggested the 
possibility of the state installing con- 
trolled traffic signals to permit a two- 
way left turn at all hours except the 
heavy traffic period from 4 to 5:30 
p.m. Also suggested was the possibili- 
ty of adding a sixth lane to Third 
Street on the west side to allow for an 
access lane providing left-turn 
capability to Wabash Avenue. 

Already in the works, according to 
Paul Smith of the Area Planning 
Commission, is a proposal by City 
Engineer James Burdick to extend 
the curbing out seven feet at each 
side of all intersections in the 
downtown area and to institute angle 
parking. This would reduce the 
Wabash Avenue traffic flow to two 
lanes from the present 3% to four 
lanes. 

Levin endorsed this suggestion as 
good for business since through traf- 
fic would tend to use Cherry or Ohio 
one-way streets leaving Wabash 
Avenue to the slower traffic of ‘‘those 
who want to do business in the area.” 

Hardesty reminded committee 
members at the time U.S. 40 traffic 
had been diverted from Wabash to 
Ohio and Cherry streets, the agree- 
ment was to eliminate parking on 
Cherry to provide a full four lanes of 
driving space. At the request of city 
officials, the state eliminated parking 
only on the north side of Cherry with 
the parking meters remaining on the 
south side. “We may have to re- 


consider this permit if the traffic 
overflow from Wabash is diverted to 


Cherry,”he said. 

Levin suggested the parking loss 
might be made up by pushing the 
downtown park-and-shop service in- 
stituted several years ago, but which 
only one of the downtown merchants 
currently provides. 

Although no permanent solutions 
came as a result of Tuesday’s meet- 
ing, representatives of the DBA 
agreed to work with the Parking 
Committee of Terre Haute Civic Im- 
provement and the Area Planning 
Commission to develop a course of 
action to be presented, through 


Hardesty, to the State Highway Com- 
mission. 

In developing the plan, Hardesty 
cautioned the solution offered must 
be a "true solution” and he reminded 
all interested parties that solutions to 
traffic problems ‘‘are always a trade- 
off — easy access vs. traffic flow.” 
Currently the option is for easy traf- 
fic flow on Third, Ohio and Cherry 
streets, but access to Wabash Avenue 
has been sacrificed. Downtown 
merchants hope that Tuesday's meet- 
ing is a first step in restoring access 
to Wabash Avenue. 
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TURN MOVEMENTS EXPLORED — Members of the Downtown Business 
Association and representatives of the Indiana State Highway Commission 
met Tuesday to discuss plans to improve access to the downtown shopping 
district. Merchants are urging the state to permit a left-turn onto Wabash 


Avenue from U.S. 41. Previous studies indicate the left-turn movement is a 
hazard because traffic backs up on heavily-traveled US. 4l. District Traffic 
Engineer Steve Hardesty said he would work with city officials on the left- 


turn proposal. 


(Star Photo: Kadel) 
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By GLADYS LELA 


Star Staff Writer 

The Downtown Businessmen’s Associa- 

tion will become the Downtown Busines 

Gil and as such will serve as an 
“ärm” of the Terre Haute Area Chamber 
of Commerce under an agreement 
between the two groups. 

Announcement of the plan was made 
during a Wednesday morning press con- 
ference at the chamber by Ross Hedges, 
chamber president, and Sid Levin, a past 
president of the association who was 
representing Steve Owens, current presi- 
dent. 

Hedges said the two organizations 
agreed to unite their efforts “to provide a 
stronger voice for concemed businessmen 
in the downtown area of Terre Haute.” 


The agreement will enable the chamber to | 


in the 
being 


be more actively involved 
downtown area without 
“duplicative,” Hedges added. 
He explained arrangements have been 
made to continue the existing dues struc- 
ture of the Downtown Business Associa- 
tion, with the dues to be used only for 


promotional activities as directed by the 


Downtown Business Council. 
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current members of the chamber will be 
given a 120-day grace period in which to 
evaluate the new concept, Hedges con- 
tinued. These members also will have all 
rights and privileges of chamber mem- 
bership, after which time they will be 
encouraged to join the chamber as active 
members. 


There are now about 35 members in the 
downtown association and Hedges and 
Levin called the potential for new mem- 
bers “unlimited.” 

An emergency meeting Jan. 8 is being 
considered for the first meeting of the new 
council in order to decide objectives. 


Levin called downtown the ‘‘nerve 
center” of the city and emphasized 
downtown should be the center for all 
types of community activity centralized 
for the Wabash Valley area. Retail activi- 
ty should be a part of the picture, and not 
only professional and financial activities, 
he declared. 


“I look for a comeback in the not-too- 


distant future,” Levin said about the 
downtown: revitalization, ‘‘and we get 


more and more calls for better servicesin __ 
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the downtown stores.” - 


Levin said further Hedges was just as 
interested in downwntown as in other 
sections of the city and he and the 
chamber board would like to be the 
coordinator for “getting the show on the 
road’’ and bring to downtown Terre Haute 
what is needed. 


“However,” Levin continued, ‘‘we don’t 
want to hamper any other forward effort 
by the city, Terre Haute Civic Improve- 
ment or West Central Indiana Economic 
Development District.” 


He commented on what he called a 
“lack of communication” between the 
city administration and others involved in 
regard to the present repair of curbing 
and streets and changing of traffic lights 
in the downtown area at a time when 
people were trying to do their seasonal 
shopping (see story on page 19). 


Asked about the attitude of the 
Downtown Business Association on the 
proposed closing of Sixth Street and 
Chestnut Street in the university campus 
area, Levin said public hearings should be 
conducted. 
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Needs Funds For or I 


Terre Haute Civic Improvement, Inc., last week 
discussed the need for funding if the commission is 
to complete the task of defining and laying out a 
proposed downtown historic district. 

William B. Pickett, commission chairman, said an 
initial survey has been completed to identify struc- 
tures and sites which seem historically important to 
the downtown area. A list of buildings also has been 
completed which, with further research, may prove 
to.be eligible for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places as components of a downtown Terre 
Haute historic ‘district. 

Numerous federal programs are available, 
Pickett continued, to provide matching funds or tax 
incentives to discourage demolition and encourage 
the re-use of old buildings. Identifying the structures 
‘worth preserving and assisting their owners to 
become eligible for rehabilitation funds are essen- 
tial to revitalization of downtown, the commission 
believes. 

Next step in the nomination process will be the 
making of a final determination that buildings 
initially identified for nomination to the national 
register do in fact meet all qualifications, Pickett 
explained. This procedure will require approximate- 
ly seven months of research and writing. 

This work will be done in the coming months by 
Bill Selm, who with Jim Finger. made the initial 
survey. Pickett said this work is expected to be 
funded by a 50 percent matching grant from the 
Indiana State Department of Natural Resources 
Historic Preservation Division. This grant applica- 
tion is in process, Pickett said, and the entire cost 
is estimated at $10,000 and will include the cost of 
work done since last October. Some of the required 
matching funds have been committed by Terre 
Haute Civic Improvement and two local businesses 
in order to help match the proposed grant if it is 
received. 

The next step in the process will be a public 
meeting late this summer to which the owners of all 
property included in the proposed district will be 
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invited. At that time, Pickett continued, each owner 
will receive information to explain the historical or 
architectural significance of the building, why it 
should be included in a downtown historic district, 
advantages available to those whose buildings are so. 
listed and what a downtown historic district will 
mean in terms of both renewed cultural appeal and 
new financial returns in the downtown area. 

Property owners during this meeting will be free 
to request that their building not be included in the 
district, Pickett said. To date several owners have 
formally requested the commission to include their 
buildings in the proposed district and no one has 
asked that a building be excluded. Requests include 
those for the Scottish Rite Temple and the Central 
Labor Council headquarters. 

Pickett pointed out the commission does not 
consider its mission as only or even primarily that 
of encouraging preservation but from its inception 
has consulted with urban planners, architects, 
architectural historians and local citizens. 

“In the process, it has considered kinds of 
activities which should be encouraged in downtown 
as well as possibilities for organizing transportation, 
access and parking and various types of new 
buildings which might contribute to a revitalized 
downtown,” the chairman said. ‘‘These delibera- 
tions have allowed the commission to see that 
downtown Terre Haute has an unusually rich and 
interesting past, that some of the heritage is yet 
visible in its architecture, and while much has been 
lost to the wrecker’s ball, many of the buildings 
which remain are important in their design, 
materials and history. If they can be economically, 
rehabilitated and maintained, these structures can 
provide both appealing shelter for businesses and 
apartments and a general stylistic theme wy new 
construction.” 
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ment Architectura! 
Commission’s downtown 
project has been com- 
pleted, according to a 
report at the recent com- 
mission meeting. 

William B. Pickett, 
commission chairman, 
told the group a survey 
has been finished of all 
buildings and sites in an 
area bounded approx- 
imately by Poplar Street 
on the south; Chestnut 
Street on the north; the 
Louisville and Nashville 
Railroad tracks on the 
east and Third Street on 
the west. 

An initial evaluation 
of the buildings has been 
made by an outside con- 
sultant, with the com- 
pleted survey forms in- 
cluding brief descriptive 
information. A picture of 
each building was ex- 
amined by the com- 
mission. 

Pickett said the com- 
mission agreed Bill 
Selm, who supervised 
the survey, should pro- 
ceed with phase two, in- 
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re- 
search on the buildings 
initially evaluated as 
‘“‘outstanding’’ or 
“notable” to determine 
whether they are eligible 
for listing on the U.S. 


f Department of Interior’s 


National Register of 
Historic Places as part 
of a downtown historic 
district. 
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Business point of view, discussed 
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` The business point of view in a ts) 
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ing downtown areas was discussed by 
Dr. John A. Logan of Terre Haute 
Civic Improvement Inc. during the 
Tuesday meeting of the Exchange 
eClub. l 
“Tangible results in such downtown 
changes are evident in many cities 
including Evansville, Indianapolis 
and Madison, Ind., the retired presi- 
dent of Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology told club members. 
Logan noted plans for improve- 
ment of downtown Terre Haute are 
progressing while planners consult 
with Mayor Pete Chalos. Three major 
. firms have been invited to submit 


WA 
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Terre Haut 
“proposals, he Aala. and “results of 


these studies are expected to be 
reported soon. y 

He cited interesting and valuable 
architectural aspects of the 
downtown area and said this district, 
due to its central location and historic 
links, can more properly be regarded 
as a permanent part of the city than 
a strictly shopping mall would be. 

He expressed the view that the 
correct aim is a mix’ of business, 
cultural and governmental offices 
and that the upper floors of some 
buildings may well become apart- 
ments. i o 
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cusses objectives gin 
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Clete of the newly igemed city 
Architectural Commission conducted 
their first formal meeting Friday and 
discussed possible objectives the 
group could consider in the future. 

In November, the Terre Haute Civ- 
ic Improvement Inc. board of direc- 
tors voted to organize an architec- 
tural commission to offer advice on 
rehabilitation and remodeling of 
structures to provide a unity of ap- 
pearance in the community. 

Commission members who at- 
tended Friday morning’s meeting 
were: Shelton Hannig, architect and 
builder; D. Omer “Salty” Seamon, 
artist; Jack Stewart, chairman of the 
Indiana State University art depart- 
ment; Kirby Smith and Harold 
Baker, both of the Terre Haute Hous- 
ing Authority. Mrs. Ewing Miller also 
reportedly has agreed to serve on the 
commission, but was unable to attend 
Friday’s session. 

John A. Logan, executive director 
of Terre Haute Civic Improvement 
Inc., was selected to serve as tem- 
porary chairman of the new com- 
mission until the group could outline 
definite objectives. 

We're still groping for exactly the 
things we want to do, Logan said of 
the architectural commission. 

One of the first activities Logan 
said the commission should under- 
take is to invite to Terre Haute a 
person who has been involved in a 
similar project in another communi- 
ty. Examples of communities with 
such projects are Columbus and 
Madison. 

Other possible commission objec- 
tives discussed Friday were: 

eTo review various plans which 
have been developed for the down- 
town area. Smith said two such pro- 
posals have been filed with the Hous- 
ing Authority; 

¢Provide recommendations for re- 
habilitation of community buildings 
to make an area “more attractive 
and more viable;” and 

Cooperate with other agencies in- 
volved in redevelopment of the city. 

Baker said the commission should 
begin its actions by thinking in terms 
of offering advice, review and techni- 
cal assistance in the area of architec- 
tural design. 
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Also discussed Friday was whether 
the commission should serve in an 
advisory capacity or possibly have 
some enforcement authority through 
the city at a future date. 

Smith said growth of the com- 
mission could be gradual as it gains 
acceptance as a workable body in the 
community. He pointed out that 
Terre Haute Civic Improvement Inc. 
did not “happen overnight.” 

Much of the commission’s work 
will deal with the downtown area, but 
the group also should serve the whole, 
community. Baker said: K 


unty Publie Ubrary 


ARCHITECTURAL COMMISSION — An architectural 
commission to advise planners of Terre Haute’s down- 
town rehabilitation was formed during a Friday morning 
meeting of Terre Haute Civic Improvement Inc. Com- 
mission members, from left, Asa a Smith and 
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Harold Baker of the Terre Haute Housing Authority, 
Indiana State University art professor Jack Stewart, 
Civic Improvement Chairman John Logan, architect 
Sheldon Hannig and artist Omer Seamon. At right is Mrs. 
Thomas Patrick, Civic Improvement board member. 
(Star Photo: Kadel) 
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Names Architectural Commission 


By GLADYS SELTZER | 
Star Staff Writer 

A six-member architectural com- 
mission of Terre Haute Civic Im- 
provement Inc. was established Fri- 
day morning during a breakfast meet- 
ing at the Saratoga Cafe. 

Dr. John A. Logan, chairman of the 
board of Civic Improvement, was in 
charge of the meeting and agreed at 
the end of the session to;serve as 
temporary chairman. of the group 
commission until one of its members 
could assume the responsibility. 

Commission members are Mrs, 
Ewing Miller, not present for the 
meeting; Omer “Salty” Seamon, lo- 
cal artist; Shelton Hannig, architect 
and builder; Kirby Smith, executive 
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director, and Harold Baker III, acting 
director of rehabilitation programs, 
respectively, of the Terre Haute 
Housing Authority, and Prof. Jack 
Stewart, chairman of the art depart- 
ment of Indiana State University. 

Members discussed in detail what 
they believed the responsibilities and 
opportunities of the commission 
would be in relation to the entire 
community as well as the downtown 
and core areas. It was suggested the 
commission could review plans made 
during the past years for improve- 
ments, advise, give technical as- 
sistance and foster public awareness 
of what could be done. 

Baker said the establishment of the 
commission ‘‘would make Terre 
Haute’s rehabilitation unique across 
the nation in having this link of 
architectural advice.” 

Stewart commented ‘‘cultural de- 
velopments are great commericial 
assets actually’ and Hannig pointed 
out there are many ‘permanent 
structures in the downtown area,” 
such as the university, the library, 
churches and other buildings, so that 
the commission’s effort is “very im- 
portant.” 

Logan emphasized the commission 
will cooperate with all other agencies 


which might be involved in planning 
and projects related to the interests 
and objectives of the commission. He 
noted the overall objective is to make 
Terre Haute ‘“‘more viable and attrac- 
tive” and Smith pointed out there will 
be some 600 houses rehabilitated in 
the 10-block radius of downtown 
Terre Haute through the Urban Ac- 
tion Development Grant awarded re- 
cently. He said his office “would be 
glad to have suggestions” as to “how 


‘best’? work on some of the exteriors 


of dwellings in the area. 
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Downtown Commission 


May Off er Design Award 


Architectural Com- 
mission of Terre Haute 
Civic Improvement at its 
meeting Thursday dis- 


cussed objectives and 
named Fred Nation; edi- 
tor of The Spectator, as a 
member. 

Dr. William Pickett. 
commission chairman 
and associate professor 
of history at Rose- 
Hulman Institute of 
Technology, said the 
commission will serve as 
a “point of reference and 
source of ideas” on alter- 
natives for downtown im- 
provement, although no 
definite plans have been 
formulated by the com- 
mission. 

The commission will 
seek suggestions from 
the community for its 
work, the chairman 
pointed out. One objec- 
tive discussed was to pro- 
vide advice to help 
citizens determine what 
concepts they may want 
to accept in revitalizing 
downtown, he explained. 
The commission dis- 
cussed plans. to offer an 

* award for excellence in 


design for downtown re- 
habilitation or new 
architecture. 

Jt. would be-his thought 
the commission ‘‘would 
provide a repository of 
information about pro- 
cedures for developing 
private and public build- 
ings as well as open 
spaces” 
with wishes of the com- 
munity. Pickett said. Af- 
ter possibilities were 
identifiedand decisions 
made, the commission 
could then provide ‘‘as- 
sistance and advice” 
about how to proceed. 


All of the commission 
members serve:in a vol- 
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untary capacity, as do 
members of Terre Haute 
Civic Improvement. 

The organization will 
conduct a public meeting 
at 9a.m. Thursday at the 
Holiday Inn to discuss the 
group’s revised plans for 
downtown improvement. 
Speakers will include 
Pickett; William 
Schaller, chairman of the 
Civic Improvement park- 
ing commission; James 
Wines, environmental) 
architect -and sculptor 
from New York City, and 
Stan Geda of Landplus: 
West, a- Muncie. firm 
which designed the Sixth 
Street Demonstration 
Project. 
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Downtown Plans 
i vj ‘a, í ` 
City, "By GLADYS SELTAER a 
i Star Staff Writer 

Review and evaluation are in process for the 
various plans for improvement and rehabilitation 
of downtown Terre Haute and environs, according 
to comment Tuesday by Dr. John A. Logan, 
chairman of the board of Terre Haute Civic 
Improvement. 

He said plans include those by the Richard Dober 
firm and by Jim Burns, San Francisco planning 
consultant, as well as all the ideas generated 
through various public meetings and comments 
from property owners about downtown rehabilita- 
tion. 

The reassessment will include recommendations 
for the area from the architectural and parking 
commissions of Civic Improvement. 

“Hopefully the specifics agreed upon can be a 
part of a revised Urban Development Action Grant 
(UDAG) application as well as a guide for private 
investors,” Dr. Logan said. “After the consensus is 
formulated, a public meeting will be scheduled and 
the findings will be presented.” 

In making the reassessment, Dr. Logan con- 
tinued, ‘‘we hope to incorporate a philosophy into 
the plans” for the future program. 

He said James Wines, environmental architect 
and sculptor. will be invited to attend the public 
meeting. Wines was in Terre Haute last month to 
judge the Wabash Valley Exhibition entries at the 
Sheldon Swope Art Gallery and during his visit met 
with the architectural commission. 

Dr. Logan quoted Wines as sharing Jim Burns’ 
views about the importance of Terre Haute’s 
history as a basis for plans for the future. Both 
men, Dr. Logan pointed out, believe this history 
“rich and exciting in many aspects ... including 
Terre Haute’s having been a frontier town.” 

Wines warned against ‘‘trying to pasturize Terre 
Haute ... this would make it another ‘me too’ town 
like so many other small, Mid-western cities,” 
according to Logan. Wines called Terre Haute an 
“exciting city” with a “great opportunity to build 
on its past.” 

' Dr. Logan commented also on the ‘‘richness of 
past history of Terre Haute educationally and 
culturally as well as industrially.” He said the 
public meeting might take place in the latter part 
of March. >>= 
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Architectural Commission of Terre 
Haute Civic Improvement Inc. during 
a meeting Friday morning appointed 
a subcommittee to establish criteria 
for two awards from the commission. 

Prof. William Pickett, chairman of 
the commission and professor of his- 
tory at Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology, said the awards. will be 
for new construction and for re- 
habilitation of the exterior of existing 
buildings. 

He explained the subcommittee 
will determine whether “new con- 
struction” will mean new buildings 
presently completed or those not yet 
under construction. Prof. James! 
Stewart, chairman of the art depart- 
ment at Indiana State University, will 
be chairman of the subcommittee; 
members will be Mrs. Ewing Miller, 
local architect, and Harold Baker III, 
on the staff of the Terre Haute Hous- 
ing Authority. 

Pickett said agenda for the com- 
mission meeting included discussion 
of the role of the commission and 
activities for the weeks ahead. The 
commission will meet more frequent- 


Friday, May 18, at the Sheraton Inn. 
Leading the workshop will be Gary S. 
Goodman, assistant professor of 
Communication Arts & Sciences at 
DePauw University, Greencastle. 

Intended primarily for-managers, 
secretaries, receptionists, sales peo- 
ple or others who conduct business by 
telephone, the workshop is designed 
to help identify problems in telephone 
practices and to suggest steps to 
overcome them. Included are such 
topics as how to control a conversa- 
tion, maximize information gather- 
ing, resolve conflict and open and 
close sales calls. 

` The all-inclusive workshop fee in- 

cludes hospitality, lunch and all ma- 
terials. Further information may be, 
obtained by contacting the Bureau of 
Conferences and Special Events at 
SUs Maybe 


$ 
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ly with the next meeting April 19, 
Pickett said. 

The “first order’’ of business, he 
added, is to determine some concepts 
to be used in advising business men 
who want to begin renovation of 
existing buildings. 

“We will be thinking about the 


over-all: concepts for the downtown 


area,” Pickett noted. “Some mem- 
bers of the commission are develop- 


ing a slide presentation on possible 
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uses of downtown areas including 


` notable buildings now in existence as 


‘well as existing open spaces.” 


He said he reported to the com- 
mission his recent meeting with 
architectural planner Jim Burns in 
San Francisco. Burns served as con- 
sultant to Terre Haute Civic Improve- 
ment and Pickett called Burns’ con- 
ceptions of uses for downtown “‘very 
appropriate.” . 

Commission members at the Fri- 
day meeting, in addition to Pickett, 
Stewart and Mrs. Miller, were Fred 
Nation, Shelton Hannig; Dr. John A. 
Logan, chairman of Terre Haute Civ- 
ic Improvement, and Mrs. Ann Pa- 
trick, his administrative assistant. 
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The Architectural Commission of 
Terre Haute Civic Improvement, Inc. 
has decided awards for efforts for 
downtown improvement should rec- 
ognize different purposes of such ef- 
forts. 

At a meeting Wednesday Professor 
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William Pickett, commission chair- 
man, said purposes for which awards 
may be given will include new con- 
struction, rehabilitation of old build- 
ings, cleaning of walls, painting, land- 
scaping and overall cleanliness and 
new uses for old buildings. A report 


` 
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on these award categories was pres- 
ented by Professor Jack Stewart, 
commission member. 


The commission is interested in 
recognizing both the large and the 
smaller projects which show a com- 
mitment to downtown, Pickett said, 
and added it does not take a great 
amount of money to show concern 
and pride in the downtown area. 

Some awards are to be announced 
at a public meeting at 9 a.m. Wednes- 
day at the new Vigo County Public 
Library, the chairman said. At this 
meeting, alternate concepts for 
downtown development are to be dis- 
cussed and shown in a slide presenta- 
tion, according to Pickett. A presen- 
tation also will be made by Reid 
Williamson of Historic Landmark 
Foundation of Indiana, a group in- 
volved with preservation of historic 
buildings in the state. 

In other business, the commission 
met with Joseph Handwerger, a 
Washington, D.C. architect who is 
visiting Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology this week. 

According to Pickett, Handwerger 
told the commission a downtown area 
provides people with a connection 
with the past and to other people that 
cannot be found in a suburban mall 
setting. Handwerger also was quoted 
as stating the new should be com- 
bined with the old in encouraging a 
diversity of uses in the downtown 
area. 

Pickett said Sister Georgiana 
Terstegge, retired faculty member of 
St. Mary-of-the-Woods College, had 
been named to the architecture com- 
mission. 
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Six recommendations in connection 
with downtown improvement was 
made by the Architectural Com- 
mission of Terre Haute Civic Im- 

ment at a meeting Thursday. 

The first recommendation was a 
meeting of the commission with 
Downtown Businessmen’s Associa- 
tion members scheduled to take place 
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at 9 a.m. Wednesday, May 9, in the 
new Vigo County Public Library. 

According to Dr. John A. Logan, 
chairman of Civic Improvement, rep- 
resentatives of savings and loan as- 
sociations and Pfister Co. have been 
invited to the meeting. 

The meeting will be particularly 
for those association members who 
would like to remodel or build. 


The program will include a slide 
presentation by Professor Jack Stew- 
art, chairman of the art department 
at Indiana State University, and 
Harold Baker III of the Terre Haute 
Housing Authority. Both members of 
the commission are expected to have 


' suggestions for downtown remodeling 


or building. 


The commission also will provide 
technical assistance to property 
owners about architectural style for 
general use in the downtown area. 

The group urged ‘‘immediate ac- 


architectural 


l group — 


ations 


quisition” of the Terre Haute House 
by the Bethesda Corp. for develop- 
ment, although specifics were not 
stated. A feasibility study is being 
completed on use of the building in 
connection with a downtown motel. It 
has also been suggested for use as 
housing for the elderly and a fund 
reservation was made for this 
purpose. 


The architectural commission also 
urged “immediate development” of 
the Fairbanks Park area as an ‘‘inte- 
gral part” of downtown development 
with the possibility of a boat ramp as 


„a main feature ofsthe park. 


The group recommended also the 
development of an attractive park- 
civic center either at the corner of 
Seventh Street and Wabash Avenue or 
between Eight and Ninth streets be- 
tween Cherry Street and Wabash Ave- 
nue. 


LocabArchitdciute 
Group Asks Firm 
To Open, Office 


Architectural Commission of Terre Haute Civic 
Improvement has requested Historic Landmarks 
Foundation of Indiana to establish a western 
Indiana regional office in Terre Haute. 

Commission Chairman William Pickett said 
Tuesday the action was taken at the commission 
meeting Friday. Foundation Executive Director 
Reid Williamson had suggested this be done when 
he met with the commission in Terre Haute. 

The foundation is a privately funded, not-for- 
profit group established through Lilly Endowment, 
and has regional offices in other cities in the state, 

Pickett pointed out. 

In other action, the commission invited Tom 
Salmon, of the Vincennes office of James and 
Associates architectural and engineering firm, to 
come to Terre Haute May 30 to analyze buildings 
in the downtown area for architectural merit and 
to identify buildings which the commission is 
particularly interested in retaining. 

Pickett said Salmon will meet June 1 with the o 
commission at a time and place to be determined. © 

The chairman also said the commission dis- 
cussed the letter from architect James Wines, 3 


juror for the recent Wabash Valley Exhibition at s 
Swope Art Gallery who also talked with the i 
commission about downtown Terre Haute re- on a, 
habilitation. re’ m 
Pickett quoted Wines’ comment, saying Terre oS 
Haute’s historic legacy should be preserved wher- m 


buildings maintained. The old and the new can be 
combined if attention is paid to these elements, 


ome 
ever possible and the existing iconography of the a 
Wines stated. His letter also commented European F 


cities are not a result of “planning or functional P 
expediency” but rather represented a diversity of -À 
interests which resulted from the activities of the PN 
people themselves. ae 


Wines also commented, ‘“‘Drawing people togeth- 
er psychologically is the real objective and this can 
be done with a theme based on what the community 
considers to be its most interesting and historic 
conditions,” according to the chairman’s report. 

Pickett said the commission ‘‘hopes to provide a 

A # posta concept for Wines’ basic suggestion.” 
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: City EM ic te ent Ad- ire ities at Fairbanks, 
=By Joe Baker ministrator Mike Barnes lauded Sheridan and Voorhees parks. The 
* Tribune- Star Staff Reporter council’s unanimous support of all roofs were torn up by vandals 
—__________________. previous economic-development ef- recently, Ralston said. 
= A blighted city area, bounded by forts, including issuance of in- Bulk of the $80,000 would be 
‘wNinth, 13th, Poplar and Crawford dustrial revenue bonds and tax earmarked for purchasing park sup- 
streets, has been targeted as an abatements. plies and building a new Rea Park 
economic revitalization area in a “It makes my job a lot easier” in clubhouse, which Ralston said has 
$ proposal discussed at Thursday’S helping attract new industry, Barnes caved in. 
h ity Council sunshine session. said, adding the council’s track Councilman William Price, R-2nd 


i The council will act on the 
‘z proposal, and others centering on 
‘x appropriating $230,000 in federal 


record helped the city’s plea for Sony District, said he was not diminishing 
Corp. of America to locate a $15 the importance of Roach’s and 


. million video-dise plant here. Ralston’s request in seeking Board 
` PE PEATA On the appropriations request, of Public Works justification for the 
4 Declaring the near eastside dis. City police administrative assistant expenditures. 

' trict as a revitalization area would James Roach said the department Price, quoting street superinten- 


“enable businesses making capital needs $150,000 in federal revenue- dent Forest Swan, said 40 percent of 
‘> improvements within the area to Sharing funds to buy as many as 16 street equipment is in disrepair. 


$ reap a 50 percent property-tax police cars. Price indicated he wanted to see how 
“savings on new construction or “Our rolling stock is just about the urgency of police and ‘park 
© remodeling over 10 years. shot,” Roach told council members. requests stacked up against the 
% A similar savings would be Parks Superintendent Pat Ralston street department's apparent need. 
‘“ available on new equipment acquisi- said $10,400 of his $80,000 revenue- 


tion over five years. sharing fund request will help pay ~ See related story, A3 
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For Old YWCA Building 


Terre Haute Civic Improvement 
architectural commission during its 
meeting Wednesday morning recom- 
mended Dr. John A. Logan, executive 
director of the parent group, work 
with any groups interested in pre- 
serving and finding new uses for the 
old YWCA building on North Seventh 
Street. i... 5 2 l 

William Pickett, chairman of the 
architectural commission, said the 
commission thinks the building worth 
keeping and important to downtown 
Terre Haute. 

A number of points were covered 
during the meeting, Pickett said. He 
reported Dr. Logan will. meet with 
the board of managers of. he Swop 
Art Gallery to discuss expansion of 
the gallery to the west or moving to 


another building. 


Terre Haute Civic Improvement 
executive committee voted un- 
animously last Monday to request a 
regional office be set up in Terre 
Haute by the Indiana Historic 
Landmarks Foundation and such a 
letter has been sent. Pickett ex- 
plained the architectural commission 
had previously issued the invitation 
and he hopes the local support im- 
plied in the one from the executive 
committee will be an additional in- 
centive for establishment of the of- 
fice. 


Dr. Logan reported also, according. 
to Pickett, that the Generai Serivces 
Administration (GSA) in Chicago 
sent a letter last August to the Vigo 
County Historical Society to say 
Social Security needed to lease office 
space in the city limits of Terre 
Haute and needed 6,907 square feet of 
space by Jan. 1. 


Accompanying this letter was one 
from the Advisory Council on Historic , 
Preservation which is helping the 
GSA in finding owners of eligible 
buildings for the National Register of 
Historic Places or those already so 
registered into which the office might 
move, according to Pickett. 

He also said Bruce Lynch, architec- 


tural historian and architect from the 
Indiana Historic Landmarks Founda- 
tion, spent last Thursday in Terre 
Haute with the survey team survey- 
ing downtown buildings for their his- 
toric or architectural value. He met 
also with Prof. Harriet Caplow, re- 
cently named to the architectural 
commission, Harold Baker IH, Picket 
and Logan to discuss the Main Street 
program of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation and suggested 
Pickett’s commission consider it as 
the next logical step after the survey 
and begin to nominate buildings for 
the National Register of Historic 
Places. Madison and Galesburg, IH., 
were examples of the Main Street 
revitalization program. 
i In other business Wednesday morn- 
ing, Kirby Smith cited the need for 
architectural guidelines for in- 
dividuals or businesses who ‘will re- 
ceive funds from the first Urban 
Action Development Grant (UDAG) 
awarded the city. 
, Pickett said the Housing Authority 
is in process of submitting an 
architectural manual to the com- 
mission for discussion and approval. 
If approved, the manual will become 
the guide for rehabilitation. 
 Bill-Selm reported plans, to. com- 
plete by mid-November the 
downtown survey of historical build- 
ings. Members of the commission 
were urged to attend the ranferenca 
Oct. 29 at Wabash, Ind., on downtown 
rehabilitation and historic preserva- 


Pickett said the architectural 
commission’s 40-member board of 
associates will sponsor a public meet- 
ing from 3 to 5 p.m. Nov. 16 at a 
location to be announced. Program 
will include a description of the-pro- 
cedures used in the historic buildings 
survey; discussion by Reid 
Williamson of the Historic 
Landmarks Foundation on incentiyes 
available to owners of historically 
important buildings; Smith -and 
Baker will discuss uses of the UDAG 
grant for rehabilitation, and Dr. 
Caplow will discuss Farrington Grove 
area buildings. A film will be shown 
on the Main Street program. |, 
Dr. Fred Gilliard of St. Mary-of- 
the-Woods College will be secretary 
of the board. Pickett said. PAs 


In addition to Prof. Caplow, other 
new members of the architectural 
commission are Prof. William Davis 
of the Indiana State University School 
of Technology and coordinator of the 
Billie Creek Village restoration, and 
Prof. Robert Bastian, Indiana State 
University geology and geography 
department and a founder -and 
member of the Farrington Grove 
Historical District. Prof. Caplow 
teaches architectural history in. the 
humanities department at Indiana 
State University. 3 

The commission will meet again. at 
8 a.m. Nov. 7 at the Saratoga 
Restaurant. = 
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By GLADYS SELTZER 
Star Staff Writer 

Terre Haute Civic Improvement 
Architectural Commission agreed 
during a Friday morning meeting to 
become the architectural advisory 
body for the Terre Haute Housing 
Authority, according to a report from 
William Pickett, commission chair- 
man. 

He said the Housing Authority is- 
sued an invitation for this action. The 
commission voted also to estabiish a 
board of associates of individuals to 
be invited to work with the com- 
mission on varidus committees. 

This board, Pickett continued, 
would give the commission more 
community input and thus set up a 

“constituency for the commission” 
as a Source of advice and expertise 
for carrying on the commission’s 
work. Terre Haute Civic Improve- 
ment is a not-for-profit group of 
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erested in promoting 
revitalization and rehabilitation of 
downtown Terre Haute and the sur- 
rounding area. 


Pickett said the commission hoped 
its designation as the advisory body 
to the Housing Authority ‘would ben- 
efit the community and its citizens 
which is what the commission. hoped 
it could do.” hr 


In other business, the commission 
voted to accept the report presented 
by Tom Saimon of the Vincennes 
office of James and Associates. 
Salmon in his overview study of 
downtown Terre Haute noted the city 
is the states’ western terminus for 
the old National Road, the approx- 
imate location of the present U.S. 
Highway 40. This is part of the “‘his- 
toric thread” which enters Indiana at 
Richmond and will soon be the focus 


___ for the develonment.of.a coordinated 
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tourist attraction effort. according to 
Salmon. 

As a first step, Pickett said, the 
commission will survey downtown 
architecture and in the process, draw 
on material at the Vigo County His- 
torical Society and that prepared by 
consultants Jim Burns, Salmon, 
Dober and. Associates and individ- 


“uals. Someone will be hired on a part- 


time basis to help with the survey at 
expense of Civic Improvement, 
Pickett added. 

He said the commission will meet 
at 11:30 a.m. Thursday at Holiday Inn 
with Bruce Lynch of the Historic 
Landmarks Foundation of Indiana to 
learn about steps necessary to allow 
property owners to get waivers on 
building codes for renovation. ` 


One year ago: The U.N. Genera} 
Assembly agreed to replace the 16- 
year-old Geneva Disarmament Con- 
ference with a larger negotiating, 
bodv. 
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By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

The completion of a survey for the nomination of 
buildings in the downtown Terre Haute area to the 
National Register of Historic Places and the past, 
present and future of the Terre Haute Civic 
Improvement Architectural Commission were 
among subjects discussed at a Wednesday meeting 
of the architectural commission. 

Other topics covered at the session, which was 
attended by Marc Elliott, director of the Terre 
Haute Redevelopment Department, and redevelop- 
ment staff members Mike Barnes and Mark Blade, 
included the future relationship between the 
architectural commission and the redevelopment 
department; the historic Preston House; and the 
possibility of the city acquiring the Indiana 
Theatre. 

The survey of downtown buildings for historical 
nomination should be submitted to the mayor’s 
office “by mid-October, for sure,” according to 
William Pickett, architectural commission 
chairman. He reported that over 100 buildings 
included in the survey of 344 structures have been 
categorized historically ‘‘outstanding and 
notable.” 

According to Pickett, “Terre Haute Civic Im- 
provement does not plan to nominate any buildings 
in the area. The architectural commission has done 
the work so that the mayor and the redevelopment 
commission can nominate the historic district. 

“It stands a much better chance of being 
accepted as a historical district if the mayor 
recommends it,” Pickett explained. 

During the meeting, Dr. John Logan, THCI 
executive director, read aloud a letter from Mayor 
Pete Chalos dated May 28. 

The letter, in part, confirmed that ‘‘the 
responsibility for nomination of buildings to the 
National Register of Historic Places will be 
transferred immediately from Terre Haute Civic 
Improvement Inc. to the Terre Haute Redevelop- 
ment Commission.”’ 

In the same letter, the mayor indicated his 
intention to appoint a committee '‘comprised of 
some of the members of the Terre Haute Civic 
Improvement Inc. Architectural Commission and 
members of the engineering, financial, real estate 
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tures described in the survey and to “identify those 
that have realistic potential for being preserved 
when viewed from a composite architectural, 
historical, structural and market perspective.” 

According to the letter, the committee will 
recommend to the redevelopment commission a 
list of buildings that should be and are capable of 
beirg preserved. The redevelopment commission 
will consider the committee’s report and com- 
ments from public hearings to determine which 
buildings are to be nominated. 

At the conclusion of these activities, the nomina- 
tions will then be submitted to the Department of 
Interior by the redevelopment commission. ; 

Dr. Logan said that the mayor feels that if a 
historically significant building isn’t structurally 
sound it should not be preserved at the city’s 
expense. 

There exists “a fundamental conflict between 
the purists and the mayor’s office,’’ Logan said. He 
essentially explained that the historical preserva- 
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ion ufists feel that gr nominated should be 
preserved regardless of any other considerations, 
while the mayor's viewpoint is whether or not it is 
economically feasible to preserve all the buildings 
nominated. 

Concerning the architectural commission’s 
future involvement, Marc Elliot, redevelopment 
director said: ‘‘There’s quite a bit more work to be 
done than any particular group can do..,. There’s 
plenty of room for outside assistance and effort.” 

Logan commented, ‘‘I think the architectural 
commission should continue.” He said that he 
planned to “officially request” a meeting of the 
architectural commission with the architect who is 
working with the redevelopment department on the 
downtown development project. 

In other meeting business, Logan announced that 
a second 90-day extension has been granted to THCI 
on its option to purchase the Preston House at 13% 
and Poplar streets. The Preston House is reported 
to be the oldest house in the city. According to 
Pickett, it was built in 1826. , 
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Logan did indicate that the Preston House cannot 
be preserved as a historic monument. Estimates on 
the cost of restoration of the house are in the 
$150,000 price range. 

THCI has acted as intermediary in attempts to 
locate a private buyer to rehabilitate the property 
for commercial purposes. 

Kenneth. Hanum, C.H. Garmong & Sons Inc., 
reported to the group that in his evaluation of the 
Preston House, he found the interior “virtually 
untouched” and was ‘‘somewhat surprised to dis- 
cover that the walls and floors were still relatively 
sound.” . 

The possibility exists that one historically 
significant structure will be acquired- by the city, 
according to redevelopment director Elliott. He 
told the architectural commission that a task force 
headed by Chamber of Commerce president Ross 
Hedges was looking into possible uses for the 
building. 4 

From all indications the pursual of this project 
is in the initial stages. 


According to 
William Pickett, 
architectural com- 
mission chairman, 
more than 100 
buildings ` included 
in the survey of 344 


structures have 
been categorized 
historically “out- 


standing...” 
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By CAROLYN TOOPS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

A “new” technique for Terre Haute’s 
downtown development, involving basic 
arithmetic for a starter, was proposed by 
a Cowmbia City, Md., developer to mem- 
bers of Terre Haute Civic Improvement, 
city and university officials and local 
businessmen. 

Leo Molinaro, president of American 
City Corp., a subsidiary of The Rouse Co., 
Columbia, Md., was here Wednesday on 
invitation of THCI to discuss his possible 
interest in working on downtown improve- 
ments. 

“We don’t produce plans and reports. 
We try to find out what the city can afford 
to do in the face of current economic 
realities,” Molinaro explained. 

“We determine what can be built, 
financed, rented, sold in the next three, 
four or five years, and then help formulate 
strategy, bringing together lenders, 
sellers, developers,” he continued. 

Molinaro’s company has had con- 
siderable experience in city development 
throughout the United States, including 
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MEE í TS on, Philadelphia, 
Santa Monica, Milwaukee, Baltimore, Buf- 
falo and Pontiac. 

Sometimes his-firm invests in part of a 
development, Molinaro explained. The 
firm operates about 150 shopping malls 
throughout the country. 

But approximately 22 percent of 


_American City Corp.’s recommendations 


are negative, he noted. 


Molinaro plans to send a technical 
representative here to talk to members of 
THCI, city officials and local businessmen. 
After this visit, an- evaluation would be 
made to determine how long a proposed 
work program for development would re- 
quire and how much it would cost. 

If a contract is signed, the work would 
be done in ‘‘short phases,” Molinaro said, 
to fate out the city’s development poten- 
tia 

Some of his firm’s contracts have been 
with business interests or a combination of 
business and city, Molinaro said. 

“Tax dollars are very precious and 
should be used with extreme care,” he 
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stressed, noting that a good city has to 
provide basic services anyway. 

- Though his visit was brief; Molinaro said 
he was already aware that ‘‘sound pieces 
exist” in Terre Haute. 

The technical analysis will focus on the 
boundaries of downtown, the anchors 
(which Molinaro considers strong) and the 
multipliers (retail stores, entertainment 
and so on). 

Dr. John A. Logan, executive director of 
THCI, noted that the boundaries of the 
downtown development are currently de- 
fined as Ninth Street to the Wabash River, 
and Poplar Street to the Indiana State 
University campus. 

“We have to analyze the economics, 
including the tax base,” Molinaro con- 
tinued. 

Molinaro said that his company ‘‘did’a 
lot of preservation work, too,” citing 
Pontiac, Mich., in particular as an exam- 
ple. 

“We have separated planning and de- 
‘velopment for too long,” he stated, adding 
that “unplanned development and un- 
developed plans are tragic.” 
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By GLADYS SELTZER 
Star Staff Writer 


Leo Molinaro, city developer from 
Columbia City, Md., was in Terre 
Haute Wednesday to meet with mem- 
bers of Terre Haute Civic Improye- 
ment, city officials and others for 
“dis@ssion of development of 
downtown Terre Haute. 


During an early afternoon press 
conference arranged by Terre Haute 
Civic Improvement, Inc. at the Holi- 
day Inn, Molinaro described the work 
of his firm in planning and develop- 
ment and explained possibilities for 
downtown Terre Haute. 

Molinaro explained sometimes his 
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firm ends up owning and operating 
part of the development such as the 
developments for which the firm was 
responsible in Boston, Philadelphia, 
Santa Monica, Milwaukee and other 
cities throughout the nation. The firm 
operates some 150 malls throughout 
the country. 

“We do a lot of preservation 
work,” Molinaro explained. “I have 
found both the old and the young 
yearning for a sense of continuity.” 

He called the separation of plan- 
ning and development a ‘‘tragic 
divorce” and emphasied the two go 
hand in hand. { 

This was Molinaro’s first visit to 
Terre Haute. He said he will make an 
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appointment for one of his financial 
experts on his staff to come to Terre 
Haute for a day to talk to city’ 
officials and businessmen and mem- 
bers of Terre Haute Civic Improve- 
ment. After this visit an evaluation 
would be made as to how long a 
proposed work program for develop- 
ment would require as well as the 
price tag for such a proposal. 

If a contract is signed, Molinaro 
said, the first phase could be as short 
as three months and no more than six 
months to find out the develépment 
potential in downtown Terre Haute, 
with all the “nitty-gritty” of financ- 
ing, study of assessed valuation and 
other factors. Another five to six 
months would be needed for prepara- 
tion of a concrete proposal for 
downtown, or about 18 months until 
ground-breaking, as was the case in 
Pontiac, Mich., and Buffalo, N.Y. 

Molinaro met Wednesday with Don 
Smith, president and chief executive 
officer of the Terre Haute First Na- 
tional Bank; Mayor Pete Chalos and 
Marc Elliott, executive director of 
the Department of Redevelopment; 
Dr. Richard Landini, president of 
Indiana State University, and several 
businessmen. 

Molinaro said it is always possibie 
that no proposal would be recom- 
mended, but if he finds it feasible, he 
will present a proposal for further 
study. 
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i esday morning 
rush hour arrived, city and CETA employees were yanking weeds out of the 
mini-gardens bordering the Sixth Street Demonstration Project. True to her 


word, Vicki Weger: administrative assistant to the mayor, also rolled up her \ 


VERYTHING'S COMING UP, PERIOD — By the time Tue 


ne os = - 
1 sleeves to “do it “myself.” The beautification project had become a “‘sor¢ 
thumb” in the downtown area and city officials have asked citizens to helt 


keep the area clean by putting trash in containers. 
(Star Photn> Kadal 


AND THERE’S MORE WHERE THAT CAME FROM — Weeds, weeds and 

more weeds greeted city employees who began Tuesday to clean up the Sixth 
Street Demonstration Project. By the end of the day, geraniums had replaced 
the unsightly weeds. (Star Photo: Kadel) 


To » Be Conipleted InA Week — 


By J. BLAINE AKERS 
Star Staff Writer 

City officials said Monday repairs 
at the Sixth Street’ Demonstration 
Project are to be completed within a 
week. 

The approximate $377,000 beau- 
tification project has been the object 
of criticism because of rough pave- 
ment at the circular design on 
Wabash Avenue and unsightly weeds 
and trash on the Sixth Street island. 

“We have an understanding with 
the contractor that repairs, especial- 
ly road repairs, wil] be completed 
sometime this week,” said James 
Burdick, city engineer. 

According to Burdick, the cost of 
needed project repairs will be as- 
sumed by the contractor and not the 


city. He said the city has not accepted 
previous work done on the road or 
landscaping and said the contractor is 
responsible for repairs until the city 
accepts it. | 

Burdick blames a ‘‘slew start” on 
the project and cold weather as the 
reasons for most of the problems with 
the project. 

“It was cold when they started the 
project and they tried to roll part of 
the pavement by hand and it just set 
up too fast for them,” the city engi- 
neer said. ‘‘We knew there would be 
some problems. but now something 
needs to be done to correct them,” he 
added. 

Progressive Construction, the gen- 
eral contractor for the project, has 
repaired some sewer inlets which 
were causing problems at the in- 
tersection. Burdick said three new 
inlets were installed within the last 
month. i 

Wabash Valley Asphalt is to be 
hired by the contractor to finish 
asphalt repairs and resurfacing at the 
downtown project, Burdick said. 

Unkempt flower gardens along the 
island on Sixth Street have created an 
eyesore in the downtown area. A 
spokesman for Mayor William J. 
Brighton’s office said the city is to 
have workers removing trash and 


big 


cleaning streets EA aia 
walkway between the business dis 
trict and Indiana State Universit; 
campus. The group also is to planı 
new flowers and remove weeds frotr 
unkempt flower. gardens in the Toac 
island. 

Vicki Weger, administrative assis 
tant for the mayor, said street de 
partment workers and CETA employ. 
ees will be used to give the area a 
general clean-up. 

The city received a $347,000 federal 
grant for the Sixth Street Project and 
the balance of the cost of the project 
was paid by contributions through 
Terre Haute Civic Improvement Ine 
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By BRYAN TAYLOR 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Construction work along Wabash 
Avenue will be slowed down during 
the Christmas holiday shopping rush, 
according to City Engineer Jim 
Burdick. 


During recent weeks downtown 
sidewalks have been ‘‘busy sidewalks 
dressed in holiday style” — accom- 
‘pained by barricades and heavy con- 
struction equipment. 


Crews have been installing new 
corners at intersections along 
Wabash Avenue from Third Street to 
Ninth Street. Other work going on in 
the downtown area includes relaying 
of brick in the intersection of Sixth 
Street and Wabash Avenue and de- 
Fapiition of a vacant building at the 
same intersection. 


A few downtown merchants have 
‘complained the work came at their 
busiest time of year and did not 
provide an atmospbere conducive to 
shopping. R . 

Burdick told the TRIBUNE Thurs- 
day no new demolition of intersection 
corners will be started until after the 
holiday shopping season: — 
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Some work will have to be done on 
intersections already started, he 
stated. 


The intersection work is part of a 
traffic signal modernization project 
affecting Wabash Avenue, Chestnut 
Street from Fourth Street to Ninth 
Street, and the intersection of Eight 
Avenue and Lafayette Avenue. 


The Chestnut and Lafayette work 
already is completed and crews have 
been working on Wabash Avenue. 

The construction cost for the total 
package is $605,000 and it is being 
paid by federal funds, Burdick said. 

The engineer said the Wabash 
Avenue work will provide new signals 
and new curb corners. F 


T When the work is done, Wabash 
‘Avenue will be marked to allow three 
traffic lanes — one for west traffic, 
the other for east traffic and the 
middle lane for left turns only, he 
explained. 


Morris Electric, South Bend, is the 
prime contractor for the signal 
modernization project. Part of the 
work has been subcontracted to J.A. 
Sears, Terre Haute. 

The work at Sixth and Wabash is 
“touch up’ work requested by the 
city for an improvement project 
there, Burdick said. 
~ The” intersection» was’ remodelled 
last year with bricks and asphalt.. 
Some of the bricks have settled too 
much and a bump formed in the 
intersection, Burdick said. 


The city has been withholding total 
payment to Progressive Construc- 
tion, the prime contractor, until the 
work is done, Burdick said. He 
estimated the work should be com- 
pleted “hopefully” by next Tuesday. 

Last week demolition began on the 
former Poison Ivy building at Sixth 


and Wabash. Estimates indicated 10 


working days would be needed to 
complete the work. The property 
owners reportedly do not have a 
definite use decided yet for the site. ' 


A 
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Traffic, planters 


To the editor: Ay | 
We don’t need more walking space 
downtown which is provided by the 
widening of sidewalks. Narrowing the 
streets at our main intersections will 
discourage shoppers because of the 
slow-ups at these intersections. 
Name omitted on request 


To the editor: 

I work downtown so have a vital 
interest in both the appearance and 
traffic flow ... and comments of 
customers I contact: By far the com- 
ments have been negative with most 
feeling the curb and flower box work 
was unnecessary. The money could 
have been better used for new 
sidewalks and curbs, especially since 
there are more older people in this 
area and more probably will be com- 
ing in. 

By comparing the Sixth Street pro- 
ject with the other intersections you 
can see a big difference in the cement 
work (rough against smooth finish). 
Sixth and Wabash was rebuilt from 
scratch and there are not imclines 
(not speaking of the wheel chair 
ramps) beside the flower boxes as at 
Fifth and Fourth streets. The inclines 
have caused large pools of water to 
stand on sidewalks where one walks. 
At Fourth and at Third and Wabash 
the sidewalk is higher than the base 
of the street light posts and they were 
cemented in. Now for Public Service 
Company to ever get into the bases, 
they will have to use a jackhammer 
to tear away the cement. 

The new cement work (flower box- 
es and curbs) jut out into Wabash 
Avenue farther than the width of a 
standard car of say 1970. vintage ... 
which seeems to me to be bad design. 
I read in your paper some time back / 
that Wabash “Avenue was to be even- 


(dh jing 


street. The 
aly ded considers the 
three-lane street to be the most 
hazardous there is. Besides that, the 
new. signal lights were placed for 
four-lane streets. 

Do I have anything good to say? 
Yes, the Sixth Street project is very 
attractive but again it needs to be 
kept clean and taken care of. 

Name omitted by request 


To the editor: 

I am afraid, though the new curbs 
and flower containers are attractive, 
they will only add to the woes of 
downtown. The flow of traffic will be 
restricted and will certainly take 
away badly needed parking places. As 
a case in point, I have yet to hear 
anyone say the new lights in the area 
have helped a single bit. 

If we would plan ahead with repairs 
as to what is good and useable instead 
of tearing out and building new, we 
could have much more for money 
spent. I think no one would question 
the need for new curbs, but instead of 
flower boxes, we need turn lanes and 
better ways to move traffic instead of 
restricting it. 

To help the downtown, we need to 
get what will bring people into the 
area — free flowing traffic, easy and 
ample parking are only a few of the 
things that would help. 

Perhaps a large shopping mall of 
one or two levels built in the core 
area where we have lost so many 
stores. It seems there are so many 
things that could be done to help with 
good sound planning. Terre Haute 
deserves more than it is getting. I 
don’t think flower containers and 
narrow streets are the answer. 

Paul E. Miller 
3124 N. 13th St. 
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In regards to the query concerning 
the new curbs and traffic flow de- 
velopments downtown, I must say to 
start with that synchronization of the 
traffic lights is always a welcome 
improvement. However, the new cor- 
ner curbing, with posts extending out 
into the streets, the tree row in the 
center of North Sixth Street, and the 
weird design implanted at the in- 
tersection of Sixth and. Wabash, all | 
bring to mind the question of who 
dreamed up this atrocious mess and 
who is supposed to gain by it and who 
is supposed to lose... . 

Removal of parking meters was a 
good start. Terre Haute was once a 
great place to shop and could be again 
with numerous stores to visit with 
Wabash Avenue a giant mall and 
plenty of free parking, similar to that 
at Meadows Center, Plaza North and 
Honey Creek Square spaced 
throughout, not a series of parking 
lots cKarging 50 cents to $1.00 per 
hour or a parking limit of two hours. 

Simeon Harris 
’ 1416 N. 28rd St.) 


Today’s letters are in response to the 
Readers’ Forum question posed in 
Monday’s TRIBUNE. Each Monday a new 
question is asked in the Readers’ Forum. 
Replies should be mailed to Readers’ 
Forum, The TRIBUNE, 721 Wabash Ave., 
Terre Haute, IN 47808. All letters must 
carry a name, address and phone number 
of the sender. Names will be withheld on 
request, but all letters must be signed. 
Phone numbers will not be printed, but 
will be used for verification purposes if 
necessary. Letters should be received by 
The TRIBUNE no later than 3 p.m. Thurs- 
day. for Saturday publication. Replies 
should be limited to 300 words and are 
subject to editing. 
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City Requests Audit 
On Distal Bo : 


roject 


VOU'N “T -f ies a 
Terre Haute Mayord Pete Chalos onths after the project was tom- 


has asked the Indiana State Board of 
Accounts for an audit of the Sixth 
Street Demonstration Project which 
was completed in the fall of 1978. 


Chalos said the city administration 
has received bills for the project as 
recently as this month. A bill for 
$7,900 from Public Service Indiana 
has not been paid, according to City 
Controller Tharon Geckcler., City of- 
ficials said financial records for the 
project are incomplete and, 
therefore, requested the audit. 


Geckeler said she has not received 
notification from the State Board of 
Accounts and said she would send a 
second lettér of request by the end of 
this week. $ 


Construction of the project began 
in April of 1978 and was completed in 
the fall of the year. About three 


pleted. pavement on the intersection 
of Sixth Street and.Wabash Avenue 
began to deteriorate. The intersection 
was repaired, however, minor pro- 
blem have occurred at the site since 
that time. i 

City Engineer Louis Glascock said 
bricks had worked loose at the tn-. 
tersection again, Although repairs 
have begun. He said he would inspect 
the intersection as soon as possible. 

City officials sald a tree was stolen 
from the demonstration project_and 
flowers in flower boxes have not been 
planted because apparently there are 
no funds set aside for that purpose? : 

“The records for the project are 
really incomplete and we've asked 
for the assistance of the State Board 
of Accounts to resolve'the problems,” 
Geckeler said Wednesday. 
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Downtown ‘produces’ 


T 


By Liz Ciancone a "ing 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Maybe a eers market is all 
that is needed to revive downtown 
Terre Haute, for Saturday the 

«vendors e enthusiastic about 
the crowds and buyers were taking 
the rubber bands off their billfolds 
to snap up the bargains. 

Lou Corey, one of the organizers 
of the second downtown farmers’ 
market, called the response to 
Saturday's market tremendous. 

. “The first market (last month) 

as a success, but this is even 
better,” he said. “Right now the 
farmers have lots of pee: 

at’s true. Shoppers could buy 
almost ally famm rown goodies 
and one mark had already canned_ 


chow-¢chow ther produce to 
d iminate Her oa ek busy 
housewive 


S. 
Lucille STEN brought a 


truckload of tomatoes, cucumbers, 
sweet corn and other garden 
produce from Reelsville for the 
market. “Were doing fine,” she 
said. “It’s been worth the trip.” 

- Joe Eslin: nger Jr., Graysville, had 
a truckloa 

the hard-to-find black diamond 
watermelons. Muskmelons were 


selling for only 50 cents and 
t Les ot 1E 


of melons, including 
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watermelons from $1 to $1.50. 
Eslinger exhibits annually at the 
Indiana State Fair, but people 
’t buy there. 
wish they had it every week,” 
e's, of Saturday’s event on 
Wabash Avenue. “Of course the 
free parking and free bus to town 
have been a big help in drawing 
people.” 
Eslinger said he was too young to 
remember the old farmers’ market 


_ over near the Wabash River, but | 
“his 


grandfather used to sell 
produce there. Milton - Lewis, 
Marion Heights, does remember 
the old market. “I helped tear it 
down — me and my wife and boy. 
I still have some of the lumber out 
at home,” he said. 

What else can you buy at the 
farmers’ market? AAAA cards, 


all kinds of crafts, paintin s, 
plants, baskets, hand-carved 
coys, antiques, shoes, clothing. 


jewelry — whatever your needs. | 

Corey, Marshall Moore and the 
other organizers of the downtown 
market plan to grant Eslinger’s 
wish. There will be other markets, 
perhaps not every week, but at 
east every four to six weeks. 

The next downtown farmers’ 
market is tentatively scheduled for 

Sent, 8. Sounds like a good time to 
fill the freezer for winter. ; 


REFEREN 


CET. 
CULATE 


market in downtown 


ade bread and jelly 


de ast 


$ Teura e Jeffery 


iy avers 


Terre Gute. w <% buy 
d set up: TN daden 


@iy Affairs Ble 
irst 
f- Te OCT 2 4 1094 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A decade-long uprooting of busi- 
nesses has been sapping the life 
from downtown Terre Haute, but a 
seed was sown Tuesday that may 
lead to its regrowth. 

Terre Haute First National Bank 
unveiled tentative plans to build 
“new facilities” on both sides of 
bank headquarters at 643 Wabash 
Ave. 

Those plans might include a 
remodeling of the former 
Woolworth’s store, east of the bank, 
or the contruction of a 
free-standing office building on the 
bank-owned lot at Sixth Street and 


SO 
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Wabash Avenue. 

“Were torn right now” between 
the two options, bank President 
Don Smith said in a joint news 
conference with Mayor P. Pete 
Chalos in City Hall. “I think we’re 
leaning toward a freestanding 
building” to house bank offices. 

Plans are being drawn up by a 
St. Louis development firm, HBE 
Bank Facilities, Smith said. That 
plan will become finalized, “As soon 
as possible,” he added. 

he news conference was as 
much for drumming up investor 
interest in the plan as it was for 
announcing it. 

“Hopefully through the media ... 
somebody will hear us out there 
and think, ‘this is where we'd like 


were 
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to be,” Smith said, indicating the 
greater response, the bigger the 
building. 

Downtown already is a 
tax-abatement area, granting 50 
percent tax savings on new con- 
struction over 10 years and new 
equipment acquisition over five 
years. Chalos pledged to make 
other financial incentives available 
to prospective investors. 

Chalos hailed the bank’s an- 
nouncement. “The progress in the 
area is going to be extensive in the 
next few years. We’re very pleased 
that you’ve taken the first major 


J 


step 

mith declined to cite cost 
estimates. “No dollar figure has 
been attached at this point,” he 
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said. “Hopefully we can be under 
way sometime during the warm 
months” in 1985. 


The project hinges on whether 
federal Urban Development Action 
Grant funds can be obtained to 
help finance it. UDAG funds are 
awarded to U.S. cities on a com- 
petive basis, taking into account 
urban distress factors and how 
much private capital is backing a 
project. 


A $1 milion UDAG application 
was scuttled in early 1981 when a 
private commitment of $4.5 million 
waned in the face of double-digit 
interest rates and soaring infla- 
tion. Total funding was to have 


been leveraged against a $50 


ild downtown - 


million project that would have 
spelled a downtown renaissance. 

“We put it on the back ‘burnet 
[then]; now we're going again,” 
Smith said. 


e 

Smith said the project’s goal is te 
provide more space for the bank, 
ether the proposed facilities 
would be for housing shops would 
be determined by the HBE study: 
Smith said that regardless of 
what. the project calls for, the 
historic bank headquarters will 

remain intact. A 


‘We have no plans ... to tear this 
building down,” Smith said. “That’s 
the only thing sacred there besideg 
the [First Congregational] Church 


M fronting on Ohio Street. 


Future may b 


The future of downtown Terre 
Haute is bound to be textured by 
reminders of the past, and 1980 was 
an eventful year on both counts. 

Last fall, a six-person mayor’s ad- 
visory committee was formed. Its 
task, in a manner of speaking, was to 
dwell on the past with an eye to the 
future. 

The committee’s official objective 
is to review a survey for the nomina- 
tion of buildings in the downtown 
Terre Haute area to the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

On the November day when Mayor 
Pete Chalos made his committee 
selection announcement, he stressed 
“economic feasibility” as a primary 
factor in considering historical struc- 
tures for preservation and nomina- 
tion to the historical register. 

At that time, the mayor said the 
committee would identify the build- 
ings “that have realistic potential 
‘when viewed from a composite 
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architectural, historical, structural 
and market perspective.” 

“The mayor’s advisory committee 
is in the middle of everything that’s 
going on,” commented Marc Elliott, 
director of the city’s Department of 
Redevelopment. 

The committee’s existence is the 
result of 100-page nomination report 
whieh inventoried more than 300 
structures in the downtown area. 
Over 100 buildings were categorized 
historically ‘‘outstanding and 
notable” in the report prepared by 
William Selm for Terre Haute Civic 
Improvement Inc. (THCT). 

Financial assistance for the survey 
was in the form of a Historic Pre- 
servation Grant-in-Aid 

Last May, in a letter to Dr. John 
Logan, THCI executive director, the 
mayor stated ‘‘the responsibility for 
nomination of buildings to the Na- 
tional Register of Historic Places will 
be transferred immediately from 
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Terre Haute Civic Improvement Inc. 
to the Terre Haute Redevelopment 
Commission.” In the same letter 
Chalos outlined his intention to ap- 
point a committee to review the 
structures described in the survey. 
He stated the Redevelopment Com- 
mission would consider the 
committee’s report and public com- 
ments and determine which buildings 
would be submitted to the Depart- 
ment of Interior by the commission. 
Thus far the mayor’s advisory com- 
mittee has focused on those buildings 
which would be immediately affected 
by the original development plan of 
David Hocker & Associates. The next 
priority will be structures affected by 
alternative site plans also being con- 
sidered by the Hocker firm. 
Benefits of inclusion in the national 
register include property owner 
eligibility for up to 50 percent 
matching funds for the cost of the 
building’s rehabilitation and, also, 


d by past 


certain tax-break incentives. 

According to past reports, the 
architects commissioned to design 
the downtown project have been op- 
timistic and open to possibilities for 
incorporating some historical struc- 
tures into proposed plans for the 
downtown. The Terre First National 
Bank building has been noncommital- 
ly referred to in this context. 

It should be noted, however, the 
terminology in these reported dis- 
cussions has centered on “possibili- 
ty” rather than ‘“‘probability” 
phraseology. 

Whatever happens, projections are 
that the committee will conclude its 
review by early spring. Comments 
have been made that a simultaneous 
submission of the list of structures to 
be nominated to the historical re- 
gister could occur in conjunction with 
a projected March application for the 
crucial Urban Development Action 
Grant. 
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Historic buildings ¢ considered 


Ten downtown buildings between 
Fifth and Sixth streets and Ohio and 
Cherry streets were scheduled to be 
evaluated Monday’ during a meeting 
of the Mayor’s Advisory Committee 
to recommend structures to be 
nominated to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Committee evaluation occurred, 
but a new policy was issued for 
releasing decisions on deliberations. 

-“Members of the committee felt 


before we make our evaluations 
public,” William Pickett, committee 
chairman, told The TRIBUNE. 

It is expected the six-member ad- 
visory committee will complete by 
this spring its evaluations of over 300 
buildings included in a 100-page 
nomination report. 

The committee meets in “closed 
session.” The new policy was de- 
termined during a meeting which was 

“candid and open and examined all 


we should finish all our deliberations kinds of issues,” according to 
on buildings in the downtown area Pickett. 
nity Affairs File 
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Committee members attending in- 
cluded Louis Glascock, Anna Chalos- 
McAleese, Liz Davis, Don Smith and 
William Pickett. 

The Mayor’s Advisory Committee 
will review structures between Third 
and Ninth streets and Ohio and 
Cherry streets during a session 
scheduled Feb. 2. - 

Pickett advised, “As chairman of 
the committee, I would be happy to 
receive public input.” 
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The Preservation Resource Al- 
liance Inc., ‘‘a foundation for his- 
toric preservation in Vigo County,” 
began as an idea discussed about a 
year and a half ago by several 
people interested in preserving his- 
torical buildings. 

By-laws for the group now have 
been written and await an 
attorney’s approval. Gene W. 
Vaughn, who is chairing the or- 
ganizational group hopes the first 
meeting of the alliance can beheld 
this month. 

Vaughn has put together the 
bylaws and is working on material 
for incorporation of the alliance. 

The impetus for formation of the 
alliance was a meeting in Nov- 
ember when about 40 interested 
people gathered to discuss projects 
which could be done by such a 
group. 

From those 40 people, who 
represented ‘ ‘fairly good cross sec- 
tion” of the county, the beginning 
organization has a good corps 
group of about 20 members, he 
said. 

The alliance will not be duplicat- 
ing the work of other organizations 
which already exist in the county, 
according to Vaughn. For example, 
he said, because the group is a 
volunteer organization rather than 
an appointed one, its interests are 
not tailored by the desires of public 
officials. 

“We need volunteers around to 
raise hell when things aren’t right 
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and to praise when things are,” he 
added. 

Some of the activities of the 
alliance could include: 

e helping people find funds to 
restore buildings and providing 
technical information and as- 
sistance to individuals who want to 
rehabilitate or restore old buildings 
or to establish national register 
status for their buildings and 
neighborhoods. 


e providing advise and a clearing 
house for those interested in 
purchasing or renting historical 
properties; 

e acquiring structures of his- 
toric, archealogic, or architectural 
value to ensure that properties are 
preserved and rehabilitated so they 
can function economically in the 
community; 

e pursuing the establishment of a 
western Indiana regional office of 
Historic Landmarks Foundation of 
Indiana in Terre Haute; 

e operating a revolving loan fund 
for historic preservation; 

e seeking new uses for and 
restoration of historically valuable 
structures such as the Big Four 
Station, the Terminal Arcade and 
the Terre Haute House; 

e operating a speakers bureau to 
inform local organizations about 
the advantages of historic pre- 
servation; 

e serving as a channel for 
charitable donations and state and 
federal funds to be used for pre- 
servatin purposes; 

e and promoting and encouraging 
interest in homes, buildings, pro- 
eee history and heritage of the 
county; 

“Our concern as group,” Vaughn 
said, is to make sure ‘ ‘any building 
we think could be used is restored.” 

“A lot of buildings ought be 
looked at before they’re torn 
down,” he added. 
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Subject Of Seminar 


Whether Terre Haute nominates 
downtown buildings for federal his- 
toric designation may depend on how 
property owners react to a Tuesday 
seminar on the benefits of preserva- 
tion. 

Mayor P. Pete Chalos said Thurs- 
day that the city will nominate build- 
ings to the National Register of His- 
toric Places only if owners agree to 
rehabilitate them. 

“We’ll nominate any building that 
the owner has a desire to re- 
habilitate,’’ he said. ‘‘Otherwise it 
will be an eyesore for 40 years.” 

Federal tax law allows credits of 25 
percent of rehabilitation costs for 
historic structures, according to Nan- 
cy Long, architectural historian with 
the Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources. 

But the law penalizes owners for 
demolition of buildings on the Na- 
tional Register. Normally if an in- 
vestor buys a building for demolition 
and redevelopment, he can deduct 
demolition costs. If the building is 
historically designated, he can’t. 

<< Owners also can get tax credits for 
~—= rehabilitation of old buildings that 
© aren’t designated, but those credits 
are smaller than credits for re- 
habilitation of historic structures. 
Chalos said he hopes the seminar, 
which will explain the advantages and 
disadvantages of National Register 


— listing, will encourage property 
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owners to apply and to rehabilitate. 

But owners may be reluctant to do 
that because of economic hard times. 
According to Ross Hedges, president 
of the Chamber of Commerce, owners 
must consider not only how great the 
tax incentives are, but also whether 
they have money on hand to re- 
habilitate and whether their busi- 
nesses are making a profit. If they're 
not, they don’t need tax credits. 

Hedges said the business communi- 
ty generally supports historic preser- 
vation, as long as the city is selective 
about which buildings it nominates 
for the National Register. 


The Mayor’s Advisory Committee ~ 
on Downtown Preservation recom- 
mended federal designation for 125 
buildings about six months ago, chair- 
man William Pickett said. In January 
the U.S. Interior Department notified 
the city that 48 buildings would be 
eligible. 


To Pickett, historic preservation is 
a way to revitalize the downtown. 


“Those buildings become a part of 
people’s lives,” he said. “They give a 
community a distinctiveness which 
no shopping mall can do.” 


But Chalos adds that preservation 
is a private responsibility and ‘‘gen- 
eral” private sector support without 
action isn’t enough. 


Əd Sto gy Aiunutuos 


Cite Pla AUAA G i+) 


3 J 
Proprietors cite 


JUN 8 1999 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Rehabilitation of older downtown buildings could be one 
step in the revitalization process, according to property 
owners in the district. 

The city was scheduled to conduct a seminar this 
morning on various tax incentives meant to encourage the 
rehabilitation of older structures. 

The Economic Recoverty Tax Act of 1981 provides 
several incentives, including a 25 percent tax credit for the 
rehabilitation of certified historic structures. In addition, 
there are tax credits for older buildings not necessarily 
classified as “‘historic.”’ 

“We're trying to upgrade the downtown area and help 
owners find methods for improving older buildings,” 
Mayor P. Pete Chalos said Monday. “The tax laws are 

' there for them to take advantage of.” 

Several downtown business owners appeared interested, 

though not all were planning to attend the seminar. 


Abe Malooley, owner of the Saratoga Cafe, 431 Wabash 


Ave., said he planned to attend. “Td like to know a few 
things about it,’’ he said, noting that he would probably 
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take advantage of some of the tax incentives. 

As for the future of the downtown, Malooley has his own 
ideas, and he is fairly optimistic. ‘‘I hear people say it will 
never come back, but it will.” 

Personal initiative will be the key, he said. ‘‘I don’t think 
you need a (downtown) project ... What they need is a 
good sales force to sell people the idea that they should 
come to Terre Haute.” 

He feels the changes must come from within. ‘‘I think 
Terre Haute has a soul of its own.” 

But he sees another problem. 

“It’s not only the buildings that are getting older, but 
also the owners and operators... You reach a certain age 
where you lose initiative,” he said. “We must get the 
younger people involved who want to do something.” 

William Pickett, chairman of the mayor's advisory 
committee on downtown preservation, said historic preser- 
vation is one way to revitalize the downtown area where 
other efforts have failed. < 

“It’s one of the only programs left for the revitalization 
of the downtown. I hope property owners realize it and take 
advantage of it.” 
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Others disagree with his prognosis. 

“It’s not a part of the overall plan for rejuvenation,” 
Chalos said. “It’s a proposal for people who own these 
properties to rehabilitate them so that it will add to the 
quality and attractiveness of the downtown.” 

Sid Levin, owner of Corner Furniture Store, 518 Wabash 
Ave., reacts favorably to rehabilitation incentives. ‘I’m in 
favor of anything that will stimulate progress. We’re at a 
standstill right now.” 

In his opinion, a major key to revitalization would be a 
parking structure providing free or low-cost parking. “The 
country moves on wheels; if there’s no parking, then we 
won’t get any business.” 

Arthur Justin, owner of Silverstein Bros. Inc., 526 
Wabash Ave., said he is “interested” in the various tax- 
incentive programs. “Anything we can get is better than 
nothing,” he said. 

He feels a 25 percent tax credit for historic buildings 
would provide incentive for “quite a bit of activity.” 

Don Smith, president of Terre Haute First National, was 
in favor of historic designation — for those who want it. “I 
think there’s definitely a place for some of our buildings 
if owners want them to be rated as such,” he said. “But 
I still believe in competition, and I don’t think businesses 
should be placed on it (National Register of Historic 
Places) if they don’t desire it.” 


He said there should be sufficient reason to save a 
building, and that the effort must be ‘‘monetarily advan- 
tageous.’’ He feels that rehabilitation is one step to 
revitalization. “But I don’t think it’s a major step.” 


The priorities of First National are still toward a 
downtown project, he said. 

If there is enough interest in rehabilitation, Chalos 
indicated the city may nominate the downtown area as a 
“Multiple Resources Area.” 

Nancy Long, architectural historian with the Deptart- 
ment of Natural Resources, said an MRA involves individ- 
ual buildings, whereas a ‘‘Registered HistoricalDistrict’’ 
includes all buildings within a specified area. 

Pickett said an MRA would give downtown property 
owners greater flexibility; in addition, he feels it is more 
Suited to the downtown area, owing to the number of 
vacant lots. 
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By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Star Staff Writer 

Evansville’s historic preservation expert outlined 
a different approach to preservation Tuesday than 
that advocated for Terre Haute by Mayor P. Pete 
Chalos. 

According to Douglas Stern, Evansville’s preser- 
vation officer, Evansville is trying to get federal 
historic designation for as many buildings as pos- 
sible. 

But Chalos said he wants property owners to 
agree to rehabilitate their buildings before the city 
tries to get them listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 
` Stern spoke at a city-sponsored seminar aimed at 
explaining the tax benefits of federal certification to 
downtown Terre Haute property owners. The Chalos 
administration is preparing to nominate some down- 
town buildings to the National Register, but hasn’t 
set a deadline for when that application will be 
submitted. 

Evansville, considered a state leader in historic 
preservation, has nominated 100 buildings to the 
National Register, in addition to three existing 
historic and 20 individual landmarks Stern said. 

“If we were to wait until people came to us saying 
they want to rehabilitate, we might be waiting a 
good long time,” Stern said after the seminar. “If 
we took the initiative by creating as many invest- 
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ment opportunities as possible, that would stimulate 
investment.” 

But Chalos argues that the key to downtown 
revitalization is a financial commitment by the 
private sector. Be says his administration’s job is to 
inform property owners of available incentives and, 
if they want to take advantage of them, to help. 

“Why give someone the benefits of a piece of 
legislation if they have no intention of doing 
something with it?” he said. 

New tax laws allow owners of buildings certified 
on the National of Historic Places to take a 25 
percent investment tax credit for rehabilitation. 
Credits for rehabilitation of old, but non-certified, 
buildings are lower. 

About 20 downtown property owners attended the 
city’s seminar, including Joe Cloutier Sr., president 
of Hulman and Co. Hulman interests own several 
pieces of downtown property. 

Cloutier said after the meeting that Hulman 
interests have no plans to rehabilitate downtown 
properties, but wouldn’t object if the city nominated 
its properties for historic designation. 

The city hasn’t ruled out nominating buildings 
whose owners won’t agree to rehabilitate, Chalos 
said, but will give priority to helping owners who 


want to do the work. Vigo County Pybitc Library 
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State will review application for 


State review of Terre Haute’s “‘un- 
official” application for historic des- 
ignation of several downtown area 
buildings will begin next week, ac- 
cording to an Indiana preservation 
official. 

But completion of that review de- 
pends on what additional information 
is needed for an ‘‘official’’ applica- 
tion and how soon Terre Haute sup- 
plies it, said Nancy Long, architec- 
tural historian with the State Depart- 
ment of Natural Resources’ historic 


preservation division. 


Before the state now is a survey of 
buildings commissioned by Terre 
Haute Civic Improvement, Inc., and 
an accompanying nomination to the 
Federal Register of Historic Places 
for some of those buildings. That 
application was submitted two years 
ago and put on hold until the city 
decided to get involved, Long said. 


The city notified the state about a 
month ago that it wanted to proceed 


with the nomination, according to. 


Mike Barnes, Terre Haute’s econom- 
ic development director. 

Certification of a building on the 
Federal Register entitles a property 
owner to iarger-than-normal tax 
breaks for rehabilitation. The city is 
seeking designation of the downtown 
and surrounding neighborhoods as a 
“multiple resource area,” thus enabl- 
ing several buildings to be listed on 
the register at once. 

The state review board is sched- 
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uled to meet in October, but whether 
Terre Haute’s application is on the 
agenda depends on whether the ap- 
plication is complete and official, 
Long said. She said that she will 
review the material on hand over the 
next two weeks and notify the city 
what more, if anything, must be done. 


If the state review board finds that 
the Terre Haute buildings are 
eligible, the application goes to the 
Interior Department. 
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The Terre Haute Cit Sonnen is 
scheduled to solicit public Comment 
today on rezoning six local 
properties, declaring an economic 
revitalization area and appropriat- 
ing $230,000 in federal revenue- 
sharing funds. 

Rezoning proposals, to be dis- 
cussed during a monthly sunshine 


session at 7:30 p.m. in City Hall, , 


involve 1930 S. Washington Ave., 
from residential to commerce; 1026 
b 


Wabash Ave., from Here 


stry to 
limited commerce; 


and 1516 


Lafayette Ave., from single-family 


residential to general residential. 


Among others are 800 S. Seventh 


St., from one residential classifica- 
tion to another; and 910 Spruce St., 
from residential to commercial. 
The six rezoning proposals, if 
approved, would bring 1984's mid- 
year total of rezonings receiving 
council action to 20. Thirty-one 
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In other discussion, the public will 
be allowed input on a proposed 


declaration, making an area bounded 
by Ninth, 13th, Poplar and Crawford 
streets an economic revitalization 
area. 


If the declaration is approved, 
businesses making capital improve- 
ments within the area can reap a 50 


n in 1983 — 
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percent property-tax savings i kagi 
construction or remodeling over 10 
years and a similar Beit on 
equipment acquisition over five 


years. ES aad 


Of the $230,000 sought for ap- 
propriation, $150,000 is asked for 
buying police cars.and $80,000 for — 
City Parks paame expenses —_ 
$35.000 for 8 upplies and $45, 000 for, 
building repairs. 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Terre Haute City Council is to vote 
at 7:30 p.m. today whether to honor 
neighbors’ pleas to reject rezoning of 
2410 S. Seventh St. from residential 
to commercial use. 

The rezoning proposal that would 
allow Ed Outcalt to move his nearby 
barbershop into a house was met 
with opposition by Mary Freeman, 
2425 S. Seventh St., representing nine 
other nearby households, at last 
week’s council sunshine session. 

Freeman’s contention that the 
rezoning would diminish the residen- 
tial character of the area was 
supported in a Vigo County Area 
Plan recommendation to refuse the 
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rezoning request. 

Five other rezoning proposals, 
which had received Area Plan 
support, face a council vote. 

Those rezonings include 1930 
Washington Ave., from two-family 
residential to neighborhood com- 
merce; 1026 Wabash Ave., from 
heavy industry to limited communi- 
ty commerce; 1516 Lafayette Ave., 
from residential to general residen- 
tial; 800 S. Seventh St., from general 
residential to neighborhood com- 
merce, and 910 Spruce St., from 
residential to neighborhood com- 
merce. 

In other action, the council will act 
on a City Redevelopment proposal to 
target a blighted area bounded by 
Ninth, 13th, Poplar and Crawford 
streets as an economic revitalization 


area. 

Declaring the near-eastside dis- 
trict as a revitalization area would 
enable businesses making capital 
improvements within it to reap a 50 
percent property-tax savings on new 
construction or remodeling over 10 
years. 

A similar savings would be 
available on new,equipment acquisi- 
tion over five years, ~ 

Requests for federal revenue- 
sharing funds totaling $230,000 also 
are up for vote. The city police 
department wants $150,000 for as 
many as 16 new police cars and the 
city parks department wants $80,000, 
in part, for reroofing vandalized 
facilities at Fairbanks, Sheridan and 
Voorhees parks. 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The Terre Haute City Council will 
be faced with deciding to honor 
neighbors’ plea not to rezone a 
residential property to commercial 
when the rezoning proposal comes to 
a vote next week. 

The bid to rezone 2410 S. Seventh 
St., allowing Ed Outcalt to move his 
nearby barbershop into the house 
there, was met with opposition from 
Mary Freeman, 2425 S. Seventh St. 

Freeman contended that 
establishment of a barbershop at the 
site would diminish the residential 
character of the area. She submitted 
a petition representing nine 
households objecting to the rezoning. 

The proposal was one of six 
rezoning attempts discussed during 
a monthly sunshine session and was 
the only one opposed by the Vigo 
County Area Plan Commission, 
which met Wednesday. 

Councilman Larry Kirchner, D-at- 
large, called on Council President 
George Alsop, D-4th District, to 
press council participation in a 
rewriting of the city’s 1967 zoning 
ordinance. A 

“It's high time we come up with 
business districts ‘so people will 
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Where “they can locate,” 
Kirchner said. Councilman Ray 
Azar, D-3rd, lent qualified support, 
but added such designations won’t 
halt the influx of persons wanting to 
locate businesses in residential sec- 
tions. 

A joint attempt by the council’s 
zoning committee, Vigo County 
Commissioners and an Area Plan 
committee has been launched to 
overhaul the city’s 1967 zoning 
ordinance. 

Area Plan Executive Director 
Gary Brett, who did not attend 
Thursday’s meeting, said the joint 
committee ‘‘will start from scratch’’ 
in rewriting the ordinance. He 
speculated a plan might be 
forthcoming for officials’ action by 
sometime next year. 

Meanwhile, five other rezonings 
receiving Area Plan approval were 
discussed. 

Those included 1930 Washington 
Ave., from two-family residential to 
neighborhood commerce; 1026 
Wabash Ave., from héavy industry to 
limited community commerce; 1516 
Lafayette Ave., from residential to 
general residential; 800 S. Seventh 
St., from general residential to 
neighborhood commerce; and 910 
Spruce St., from residential to 
neighborhood commerce. 


City batili 


By Kathy Gurchiek 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter ` 


Tatre Haute is among nine cities 
still, competing for one of four 
enterprise zones, Indiana Depart- 
ment of Commerce officials said 
Thursday. 

Department of Redevelopment 
supervisor Marc Elliott said Frida 
the city will decide next wee 
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whether to submit the final ap-~ 
plication, due by 5 p.m. Sept. 17. 

Terre Haute was one of 13 cities 
to apply last year. The city lost out 
to six other cities on its bid for zone 
designation. Legislation was 
passed in 1983 creating six 
enterprise zones and an amend- 
ment this year added four. 

A zone provides a series of tax 
and financial incentives for a 
targeted area in a city to encourage 
development with an intent to 


‘Department of 
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‘provide a better E 
climate, said Diane Lu uS: Indiana ** 

ommerce* ai 
enterprise zone director. 

Letters of intent were due Juries > 
1984. Cities filing letters were * 
Terre Haute, Hammond, Gary,” 
Cedar Lake, LaPorte, Elkhart,” à 
Muncie, Madison and Jefferson- 
ville. 36 

One to four zones will bè! 
awarded during the first week on 
December, Lupke said. 
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City board approyes., 
four zoning variances 


_ The city Board of Zoning Appeals 
approved four property-zoning 
variances Monday. 

Petitions for the variances at 

four locations included: 
_.@ Allowing psychiatrist and 
neurologist Dr. Jason Park to 
construct a driveway 12 feet east of 
Fourth Street on Hancock Avenue, 
where he is adding office space. — 
__ City ordinance stipulates a drive 
should not be less than 100 feet off 
an intersection, board secretary 
John M. Hanley said. 

Park’s petition to waive the 
100-foot requirement was ap- 
m s with board chairman 
s H. Neal voicing displeasure 
that construction of the buildings 


on site began before the_ 
arianos for the driveway was 


granted. 

è Allowing Westminster Village 
Inc., 1120 Davis Ave., to erect four 
.Bigns larger than the maximum of 


20 square feet. Westminster 
Village is zoned as a residential 
area. According to city ordinance, 
signs in residential areas must 
meet the 20-square-foot require- 
ment, Hanley said. The require- 
ment was waived for an entrance 
sign, two informational signs in- 
side the village and a sign facing 
Interstate 70. 

e Allowing resident Dennis C. 
Jordan, 1674 Dahlen Ave., to build 
a garage closer to the centerline of 
North 17th St. than city ordinance 
permits. 

e Ailowing Clyde and Martha 
Lee Blackard, 152 S. 21st St., to 
build an 18'4-foot-high garage. Max- 
imum height is 15 feet, according to 
„city ordinance. _ aeons 

ne five-member board un- 
animously approved all variances 
except the Blackard request. 
Nelson Cohen casted the only 
dissenting vo: on that petition. 
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Tribune Staff Writer 

Enforcement of existing city or- 
dinances, a need to know future ex- 
pansion plans for Indiana State Un- 
iversity and Union Hospital and the 
necessity for planned growth and 
attention to traffic problems in the 
Honey Creek area were among the 
- subjects discussed by area residents 
who attended public hearings on 
Tuesday and contributed comments 
for the city comprehensive plan up- 
date. 

An estimated 156 residents ap- 
peared at the meetings, which were 
conducted simultaneously in seven 
different city locations by Terre 
Haute Redevelopment and Vigo Coun- 
ty Area Planning Department staff 
members. ` 

Sewage and drainage problems and 
street, curb and gutter repairs also 


Sewage and drainage pro- 
blems and street, curb and 
gutter repairs also ranked 
‘high on residents’ lists of 
suggestions for improve- 
ments. . 


aaau 
ranked high on residents’ lists of 


suggestica for improvements. 

Another public hearing to discuss 
suggest ns for citywide improve- 
ments /. scheduled for Oct. 1 in City 
Hall, .ccording to Marc Elliott, 
directer of the redevelopment depart- 
ment He said discussion at this 
sess’ .n might include topics such the 
Td Street overpass, bus service 
arı cable television, among other 
thugs. 
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Special Report... 


The TRIBUNE sent representatives to all seven public hearings 
involving the update of the city comprehensive plan in order to 
gain an overview of what the main concerns of Terre Haute 
residents are at the present time. Today's report was prepared by 
staff representatives Donna Christenberry, Martin Jasicki, Patricia 
. Krapesh, Sue Loughlin, Rob Shaw, Madonna Smith and Marlaine 
Vivian. Find out more about what happened at the hearings on 
pages 2 and 3. Also, see what we think about it on Page 4. 


With a projected completion date 
of May 31, 1982, for the Terre Haute 
Comprehensive Pian Update, yet 
another round of ‘‘formal’’ public 
hearings will be conducted before the 
plan is presented to the city council 
for adoption. 

Although citizens’ remarks will be 
incorporated into the plan as sug- 
gested improvements for various 


“neighborhoods, the plan itself is not a 


“to do” list for city government, but 
instead functions as a “guideline” for 
improvements. 

Land use planner Robert Baer of 
the county area planning department 
conducted one of the meetings. He 
opened his session with an explana- 


tion of why citizen participation is 
important and why the city plan is 
being updated. 

Baer told The TRIBUNE that the 
“structures that have evolved over 
the years have prevented government 
from accomplishing its ends.” 


Saying that he symphathizes with 
“the citizen who tried to get 
something done,” Baer said his belief 
is that if people understand the pro- 
cess and evolution of policymaking 
they might be more inclined to 
participate, 

“The only way for a neighborhood 
to have any impact upon government 
policies that affect their 
neighborhood is to force the people in 
government to think out their 
objectives... to make the administra- 
tion or enforcement of these policies 
a priority — and to have these 
policies specifically. stated and 
available to the public in brochures,” 
Baer told his group. 

According to a preliminary report 


~ of sections of the plan update, the 


most recent comprehensive plan for 
Terre Haute was prepared in 1963 and 
adopted by the city council in 1967. 
One purpose of the plan, according to 
this document, is to reassess the 
provisions of the 1967 existing plan 
and to revise it where needed. 
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Another objective is to incorporate | 


“functional” plans prepared by 
“various agencies of local govern- 
ment” into the comprehensive plan 
‘so the public can find in one docu- 
ment an overall plan for improve- 
ment of the community.” 

Yet another plan objective states 
that the ‘‘Comprehensive Plan. con- 
stitutes the legal backbone for the 
city’s development policies, such as 
its zoning ordinance, subdivision re- 
gulations, capital improvements pro- 
gram and redevelopment activities. 

Discussing one more purpose of the 
plan, Baer commented, “I think that 
over the past 20 years, the various 
neighborhoods. of the city have not 
been the primary focus of policy when 
it came to the preparation of plans.” 

The “update” is being prepared 
because Indiana planning laws re- 


Discussin 


commented, “I think that 
over the past 20 years, the 
various neighborhoods of 
the city have not been the 
primary focus of policy 
when it came to the pre- 
paration of plans.”’ 


comply with the city’s comprehensive 


plan, he explained. “The downtown 
project is such an urban renewal 
project,” Baer said. - 
Noting that the plan adopted in 1967 
didn’t take into “consideration” 
bridges on Indiana 63 and Interstate 


70, 

Although the plan was submitted to 
the city council in 1964, it was not 
approved until 1967. 


quire that urban renewal projects 


one more’ 
- purpose of the plan, Baer 
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“The plan in its original form 
reflects the state of Terre Haute in 
the early 1960s when there was only 
one bridge in existence across the 
Wabash River at U.S. 40,” Baer 
explained. 

By 1967, when the plan was adopted 
by the council, the bridge on Indiana 
63 was ‘‘in’’ and the I-70 bridge was 
under construction, but the plan 
“wasn’t changed” to reflect these 
“significant events,” according to 
Baer. 

Why? “The plan was prepared to 
document to federal officials that 
planning was in progress in order to 
receive federal funds for the urban 
renewal programs... that occurred 
in the downtown during the decade of 
the 1960s,” Baer explained. 

Referring to impact on 
neighborhoods, he continued, ‘The 
zoning ordinance and map and the 
housing code were prepared in order 
to document to federal officials at 
HUD that certain requirements were 
being met in order to qualify for 
federal funds.” 

Commenting that “the making of 
plans is a political process,” Baer 
explained that many plans fail 
because “‘either the main objective 
was to accomplish something other 
than what was stated in them, or 
because the plans do not have the 
support of a chief executive who will 
be responsible for them." 

For example, he noted that the 

current zoning ordinance does not 
seem to represent a consistent set of 
objectives and values. Provisions of 
the ordinance contain many con- 
tradictions, according to Baer. 
. Various amendments to the or- 
dinance over the years ‘have 
represented a tension between the 
desire to protect the landowner from- 
bureaucratic regulation and’ the de- 
sire to solve some crisis that had to 
do with the potential devaluation of a 
neighbor’s property. 

“The compromise which was 
evolved has been the process of rezon- 
ings, whereby changes in the 
neighborhood which come to the at- 
tention, and cause concern among the 
neighbors, come before the council 
for the final stamp of approval,” 
Baer said. 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The Terre Haute City Council 
hammered out a compromise Thurs- 
day, allowing a restricted rezoning 
of 2410 S. Seventh St. to accom- 
modate the establisment of a 
barbershop in a residential property. 

The council, needing a two-thirds 
vote because of Vigo County Area 
Plan opposition, approved the rezon- 
ing 6-2 over the objections of 
Councilmen Ray Azar, D-3rd Dis- 
trict, and Jim Cook, R-5th. 

Azar contended the restricted 
rezoning, mandating that the proper- 
ty revert to residential status if it is 
no longer used as a barbershop, is a 
violation of the city’s comprehensive 
zoning ordinance. City Attorney 
Robert Effner said the restriction 
was legal. 

Cook placed himself on the side of 
10 petitioning neighbors in voting to 
reject the rezoning. 

“As property owners, I respect 
their rights,’’ Cook said. 

Voting in favor of the restricted 
rezoning were Councilmen Larry 
Kirchner, D-at-large; Joe Duby, D- 
at-large; June Hanley, D-l1st; 
William Price, R-2nd, and Judy 
Anderson, D-6th. Councilwoman 
Norma Spork, D-at-large, was not 
present. 

“We are not agreeable [to the 
rezoning}, but we feel it’s all. we can 
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do,” one opposing neighbor said of 
the compromise. 

The measure will allow Ed Outcalt 
to move his nearby barbershop into 
a vacated residential property near 
the corner of Voorhees and Seventh 
streets, across from St. Margaret 
Mary’s Church. The church agreed 
to allow barbershop parking on 
church property. 

Among five other rezonings ap- 
proved Thursday was one changing a 
heavy-industry zone to limited com- 
munity commerce, enabling former 
local grid standout Craig Shaffer, 
currently a St. Louis Cardinals 
linebacker, to open a fitness center 
in the old Smith and Decker building 
at 1026 Wabash Ave. 

Another rezoning will clear the 
way for another fitness center. The 
council OK’d rezoning of a residen- 
tial property for commercial use at 
800 S. Seventh St. The other half of 
Simrell’s Tavern was formally a 
waterbed outlet. 

The remaining rezonings included 
1930 Washington Ave., from two- 
family residential to neighborhood 
commerce; 1516 Lafayette Ave., 
from residential to general residen- 
tial, and 910 Spruce St., from 
residential to neighborhood com- 
merce. 

Also, the council targeted a 
blighted area bounded by Ninth, 
13th, Poplar and Crawford streets as 
an economic revitalization area, 
clearing the way for property-tax 
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breaks on new investment. 

Federal revenue-sharing requests 
totaling $230,000 were approved, 
$150,000 of which is for as many as 
16 police cars and $30,000, in part, for 
reroofing vandalized facilities at 
Fairbanks, Sheridan and Voorhees 
parks. 

Part of the parks appropriation 
was to go for a clubhouse at Rea 
Park, but Parks Superintendent Pat 
Ralston announced Hulman and Co. 
President Joe Cloutier has donated a 
$25,000 storage shed that will be 
suitable as a clubhouse. 

In other action: 

e Salaries were increased to the 
mimimum-wage rate of $3.35 for 
parks concession-stand workers, 
enabling the Parks Department to 
participate in a state program that 
will reimburse the department for 
half the wages for Indiana State 
University students hired to staff the 
stands. 

¢ Two proposed ordinances were 


tabled, including one to vacate part ! 
of North Second Street, near Locust | 
Street. Another was for raising 


variance-application fees to $0 from 
$20. 

¢ An ordinance and accompanying 
amendment were approved, clearing 
the way for a boost in pay for local 
building inspector Tom  Shoaff, 
retroactive to Jan. 1, who received 
national certification as an inspector 
in 1983. _ A 
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Unpopular zoning . issue 
dropped by City Council 


enh’ 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Terre Haute City Council dropped con- 
sideration of a Lafayette Avenue rezoning 
proposal during a sunshine session Thursday. 

Stricken from the agenda was a bid to 
rezone 2236 Lafayette Ave. from residential 
to commercial use. Property owner Clifford 
Stephens sought the rezoning to convert the 
house into offices for a detective agency. 

Stephens backed off his request in the face 
of opposition from 12 neighbors who signed 
a petition objecting to the rezoning. 
Neighbors contended their properties would 
be devalued if Stephens turned his home into 
offices for the detective agency. 

The Area Plan Commission on Wednesday 
night tabled action on the rezoning to allow 
Stephens and neighbors a chance to iron out 
their differences. 

Majorie Heyman, 2242 Lafayette, who led 
neighbors’ opposition, vowed a complaint 
would be lodged with the zoning appeals 
board if Stephens made overtures to convert 
his home without rezoning. 

In other business, a resolution under 
discussion lays groundwork for issuing tax 
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acquisition. 

Redevelopment commission director Mike 
Barnes told council members that’ laws 
governing tax abatements have been 
modified, requiring that economic revitaliza- 
tion areas be designated before abatements 
can be issued. 

A corollary resolution was discussed that 
would establish economic development areas 
for businesses already approved for -tax 
abatements. 

The resolutions apparently set the stage for 
action next week on proposed tax abatements 
for International Minerals and. Chemical 
Corp. and Hoosier Fibre Glass Inc. 

The former is seeking 10- and five-year tax 
abatements for a five-building animal re- 
search center being built east of town. The 
city approved a $4 million low-interest 
industrial-revenue bond for IMC late last 
year. 

Hoosier Fibre Glass is seeking a tax break 
for a $100,000 plant-expansion project. 

With tax abatements, property taxes are 
phased in over either a five- or 10-year period 
— five years on equipment acquisition and 10 
years for new construction. 
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A variance on the number of parking spaces required per 
square feet of store space for a new store at the Meadows 
Center has been approved by the Terre Haute Board of 
Zoning Appeals. 

The approval was granted during a meeting of the board 
Monday. 

The variance was requested by Terre Haute Realty 
Corp. so a new Kroger grocery store can be built on Poplar 
Street west of the former J.C. Penney building. 

Construction of the Kroger store, which is to be about 
twice the size of the store now at the center, reportedly 
would leave less than two parking spaces for every 200 
square feet of floor space at the center. The city zoning 
ordinance requires three parking spaces for every 200 
square feet in a C-3 (commerce) zone. 

Meadows Center was rezoned C-3 by the city council in 
October. The number of parking spaces eliminated by 
construction of the Kroger store would be less than 25 
percent. 

The board approved the variance on that basis, subject 
to approval of the city attorney. The board had determined 
it did not have the power to grant a variance of more than 
25 percent. 

The number of parking spaces required by the zoning 
ordinance is three times the national average, board 
members were told. 

A lack of parking spaces should not be a question of 
public interest, one board member said. iIf there are not 
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enough parking places for any business, customers will go 
elsewhere — which is the owner’s problem, not the city’s, 
he said. 

A board member noted that the way the zoning or- 
dinance is written, the granting of the variance might not 
be proper. However, it was also questioned whether a 
variance even was needed since the shopping center 
already reportedly is operating under the grandfather 
clause in the ordinance. 


The actual reduction in parking spaces is only by 1/12 
and not a fourth, it was pointed out. The variance needed, 
however, would be more than a 25 percent reduction in 
spaces from the number called for in the ordinance, 
officials said. 

The grandfather clause allows any buildings or busi- 
nesses to remain which were already in existence and did 
not meet zoning requirements when the ordinance was 
passed in 1967. 


In other business, the zoning appeals board rejected a 
variance request made by Jeri Daley. Daley has asked for 
a variance on the mobile home conditional use zone 
requirement of 20,000 square feet for property at 2091 Lee 
Ave. The board reportedly rejected the request because 
the property is not zoned and it does not have the power 
to grant a variance. 

The board approved variances requested by Wayne 
Manuel-for his photography studio at 2301 S. Seventh St. 
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Star Staff Report 

` Should the county net approve 
some tyne of comprehensive land use 
plan, the city officials say they proba- 
bly will reinstate the Terre Haute 
Plan Commission to zone areas 

around the city. 
The mavor also announced eligibili- 
ty for about 40 buildings within the. 
city’s historic district for nomination 


to the National Register of Historic ‘ 


Places. i 
-Mayor Pete Chalos told members 
of the press Tuesday the city attorney 
is writing reinstatement of the city 
plan commissicn. 

“We want to work with the county 
on their land use plan, but we ... 
want to have our legislation ready so 
if there is no county plan then we'll 


think at that time of implementing. 


some kind of plan” for the areas 
adjacent to the city. 

The city is allowed by law to zone 
within a two-mile radius of the city 
limits. In addition, some areas within 
city boundaries, such as the airport, 
have not been zoned. 
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THe ‘mayor said he will “ietay out 

of” the county attempts to’¢hoose a 
comprehensive land use plad which 
may or may not include some zoning 
outside the city limits. 

‘We'll let the people responsible 
for that make those decisions them- 
selves,” the mayor said. 

“After all the decisions have been 
made and there still is no land use 
plan, we want to have our legislation 
ready to promote some land use plan 
of our own. ... We have wanted for 
some time to see a noise ordinance 
around the airport and also some kind 
of zoning around the airport ... We'd 
like to see some kind of ordinance 
that would protect the airport,” the 
mayor said. 

The city has been notified that 
about 40 buildings within the city’s 
historic district are eligible for nomi- 
nation to the Nationat Register of 
Histcric Places, the mayor said. 

Placement on the register can have 
economic advantages for building 
owners, Chalos said. Tax credits and 
depreciation allowanges are avail- 
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able for rehatilitation work on his- 
teric buildings. The historic district is 
bounded by Third, Cherry, Ninth and 
Poplar streets. Building owners will 
be notified of their eligibility by mail 
within the wee, Chalos said. 

Among the buildings considcred 
eligible are the Indiana and Hip- 
podrome Theaters, The Star Building, 
Carr’s Hall, First Congregational 
Church, Terre Haute First National 
Bank, The Terminal Arcade, . The 
Temple of Labor, The United States 
Post Office and Federai Building, and 
the 1.0.0.F. Building. 

There are no new developments on 
rehabilitation of downtown as a 
whole, Chalos said. 

“I think for all practical purposes 
there’s not any great degree of desire 
for local people to work with Hocker 
and Associates,” he said. “We have 
not heard from anybody else in- 
terested.” 

The mayer hcpes some rehabilita- 
tion of downtown will be done on an 
individual basis, he added. 
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By SUE LOUGHLIN 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Thanks to quick action on the part of local zoning 
officials, an ordinance to allow manufactured hous- 
ing in Terre Haute has been rewritten in a way which 
should receive citizens’ stamp of approval. 

The ordinance will be amended on the floor at 
Thursday’s meeting of the City Council. 

If passed, mobile homes built prior to June 15, 1976 
will not be allowed in the city; those already within 
the city will be allowed to remain, however. 

In addition, manufactured housing situated on city 
lots will have to be at least 23 feet wide. 

Zoning committees from the council and Area 
Plan Commission met Monday night to rewrite an 
ordinance which will bring the city into compliance 
with Public Law 312. 

Passed in spring of 1981, the law states that after 


July 1 communities cannot totally exclude manufac- e 
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tured housing which meets certain specifications. 

“I feel that we have complied with the law and 
have given everyone an even break,” Norma Spork, 
chairperson for the council’s zoning committee, said. 

At the council’s sunshine session last week, Gary 
Brett, executive director of the Area Plan Com- 
mission, requested a meeting of the zoning bodies to 
change the original ordinance, which had been 
drafted by the city attorney’s office. 

Brett warned that the ordinance as it stood would 
allow single-wide mobile homes to locate in the city. 
“I don’t think that’s what we want,” he said. 

He feels council members are satisfied with 
Monday’s revisions. 

“What we proposed is a complete chapter on 
manufactured homes,” 
revised measure has definitions for the various types 
of manufactured housing. 

The new regulation breaks ‘‘manufactured hous- 


he said, noting that the . 
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ing” into three categories: $ A 

e Units at least 23 feet in width meeting the: 
requirements of Public Law 312 will be allowed to` 
locate anywhere that site-built homes are permitted. 
Roofing and siding materials must be similar to 
those used for site-built homes. (Type I Manufac- 
tured Home, or modular). 

e Units meeting federal codes which took effect in 
1976 must be placed in Mobile Home Conditional Use 
Zones. The 20,000 square-foot minimum has been 
reduced to 15,000 square feet. (Type II Manufactured 
Home). 

e Mobile homes built prior to June 15, 1976 and not: 
meeting federal codes will no longer be allowed to- 
locate in the city after the ordinance takes effect. `“ 
Other changes apply to use of the Mobile Home“ 
Conditional Use Zones. 

Brett said there will be no reduction of the 15,000 
square-foot limit. Previously, the Board of Zoning 
Appeals could grant reductions of up to 25 percent. 

In addition, petitioners must own the land where 
the home will be located; only one manufactured 
home is allowed on the 15, 000 square-foot area; and 
no other residence can be located on the property. , 

The zoning committee for Area Planning had 
hoped to change the 15,000 minimum, according to. 
Brett. “When you say 15,000 square feet, you're 
taking at least three city lots,” he said. ‘You're 
hurting city revenues since there is only one resi- 
dence on the three lots.” à 

The committee had suggested a less restrictive“ 
requirement: That residences be allowed to locate at 
a minimum of 100 feet to either side of the 
manufactured home (type II). si 

The request was rejected by council members. 

“The public itself is against that,” Spork said. “I 
feel it’s a fire hazard to have them that close.” 

Brett feels the new ordinance has been written in ` 
a way which is easier for people to understand. He 
noted that it can be reproduced and given to people 
who want to place a home in the city. 

Copies of the amended ordinance will be available’ 
to the public at Thursday’s meeting, which begins at 
7:30 p.m. Citizens will haye an opportunity for 


comment. Vigo County Public Library 
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Vegolawsuit 
for *55,000 


By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

An $11 million lawsuit filed against 
Terre Haute over a 1979 zoning re- 
classification is expected to be set- 
tled today with a $55,000 agreed 
judgment to be paid by the city. 

The suit, filed in November, 1979 by 
SF Leasing Inc. (formerly Vego 
Chemical Corp.), CPS Corp., RPS 
Industries Inc. and Clyde F. Parrish 
Industries, sought $1 million in dam- 
ages and $10 million in punitive dam- 
ages and legal fees. 


Under the agreement, charges filed 
against the city and 1979 council 
members P. Pete Chalos, Kenneth 
Thomas. William Jarvis, Norma 
Spork, A.C. Malooley, Ralph Garrett 
and J. Stephen Vallely, then city 
building inspector, would be dis- 
missed. 

Robert F. Hellmann, the city’s 
attorney of record in the suit, re- 
ferred to the agreement as reason- 
able. Myrl O. Wilkinson, counsel for 
the plaintiffs, declined comment. 


Judge Gene E. Brooks, Terre 
Haute Division of the U.S. District 
Court, was to review the settlement 
agreement today. The proposed 
agreement restores an M-1 (light 
industry) zoning classification to 
property at 1617 Idaho St. 

Chemicals or chemical products 
will not be manufactured, blended, 
refined, stored, distributed or sold at 
that location, according to the pro- 
posed agreement. The city’s decision 
on the out-of-court settlement oc- 
curred after discussion in several 
caucuses with the City Council, ac- 
cording to Mayor Chalos. City at- 
torneys advised ‘‘that this was the 
best we could expect,” he said. 

The mayor said he was ‘‘not espe- 
cially” pleased with the outcome, but 
added, “It was the best we could 
work out.” 

The suit stemmed from council 
action in August, 1979 when the city 
rescinded an ordinance passed in 1975 
which reclassified 1617 Idaho St. from 
two-family residential use to light- 


industrial use. 

In the suit, Parrish and others 
alleged the property had no value for 
residential purposes. The plaintiffs 
alleged the 1979 council action pro- 
hibited them from their business of 
“leasing industrial real estate and 
equipment, chemical manufacturing, 
storage, distribution and sales, 
reclamation of petroleum products 
and warehousing.” 

Two fires occurred at the site. One 
fire damaged the property in July 
1975. On June 8, 1979 a major fire 
gutted the industrial site. Citizens 
living near the industry complained 
and the City Council passed the re- 
strictive ordinance one»month later. 

The lawsuit singled out Chalos, 
then a council member and mayor- 
elect, as having directed or having 
threatened to direct the city building 
inspector to refuse to issue building 
permits to the plaintiffs, thus stop- 
ping them from rebuilding and re- 
suming operations on the site. 

The suit also alleged the city fire 
department was ‘‘induced to withhold 
their report on the plaintiff’s fire to 
delay receipt of insurance proceeds.” 

Legal procedure on the passage of 
the 1979 ordinance was questioned. 
The suit alleged that the council did 
not, as required by law, refer the 
zoning ordinance to the Vigo County 
Area Plan Commission for a hearing. 

It was also alleged that housing 
inspector Vallely issued an order in 
August, 1979 for removal of struc- 
tures from the property to convert 
the land to a residential zoning use. 

Under the section of the settlement 
agreement listing charges dismissed, 
other defendants including David S. 
and Renetta J. Farris, Earl and Ethel 
Davis, Darrell W. and Jean Bemis 
and Doris and Wayne Dicus were not 
named. The residents of the area 
where the chemical plant was located 
are named as defendants in the suit. 

Future plans for the property are to 
sell it, according to Wilkinson. The 
property has not been used since 1979 
me ie: for equipment storken he 
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City spends more on mayor's office 
ihan on Vego Chemical settlement 


' Tuesday’s agreed settlement on a 
1979 lawsuit over a zoning reclass- 
ification involving a chemical com- 
any will cost Terre Haute $55,000. 
The 1982 budget for the mayor’s office 
is $61,000. 
: The $55,000 settlement will be paid 
from the city’s general fund and will 
riot affect departmental budgets, ac- 
cording to Mayor P. Pete Chalos. 
i The settlement sum is to be paid by 
June 30, according to an agreement 
inked Tuesday by the city and SF 
Leasing Inc. (formerly Vego 
Chemical Corp.), CPS Corp. and RPS 
Industries Inc. 

“There's more than $55,000 surplus 
in the general fund,” Chalos said 
Tuesday. 

City Controller Tharon Geckeler 
explained, “It’s not really ‘surplus 
money’ because you never know if 
you’re going to have it. It’s just 
money that hasn’t been spent. 

“It will not come out of anybody’s 
budget. If it’s mandated by the judge, 
your have to pay it from unap- 


propriated funds,” Mrs. Geckeler 
said Tuesday. 
But when Mrs. Geckeler was asked 


on Monday how the city would pay an. 


unbudgeted $55,000 bill, she said the 
city could have problems paying the 
sum if all departments were to spend 
100 percent of their budgets. 

She said department heads might 
be asked to purchase only the necessi- 
ties so money could be saved. 

On Tuesday, Mrs. Geckeler said 
that perhaps city accounting pro- 
cedures were not easily understood. 
She explained, ‘‘Regardless of what 
you do, you’ve always got a little bit 
of money left over in your funds.” 

Mrs. Geckeler said she did not 
know the carryover figure from the 
1981 to 1982 budget. 

“There’s a possibility that the city 
could run in the red,” she said. ‘In 
October and November, we'll see 
where we're at.” 

The $55,000 settlement agreement 
was approved by Judge Gene E. 
Brooks, Terre Haute Division of the 


U.S. District Court. 

Under the agreement, the city 
voided a 1979 rezoning ordinance 
which had classified property at 1617 
Idaho St. as two-family residential. 


With the lawsuit settlement, an M-1 
(light industry) zoning classification 
is restored and the city cannot rezone 
the property before June 15, 1992. 
Property owner Clyde F. Parrish can, 
however, seek a rezoning. 


No money was awarded in separate 
settlement agreements with neigh- 
boring residents who were named in 
the lawsuit, according to Myri O. 
Wilkinson, attorney for Parrish. 


With the Tuesday action, all liti- 
gation related to the Vego Chemical 
lawsuit has been terminated, 
Wilkinson said. 
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Zoning changes would help businesses 


By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Under a proposed change to Terre 
Haute’s zoning laws, the city council 
could allow a beauty shop, or other 
businesses, to locate in a residential 
neighborhood or other zoned districts 
which exclude specific uses. 

The petitioner for a “planned de- 
velopment” — a use not permitted in 
a specific zoned district — would 
have to show that property values and 
public health and safety would not be 
adversely affected by the proposed 
use. 

The proposed planned development 
ordinance will be discussed by the 
Terre Haute city council tonight. 


Na 


This is how it would work: 

eThe City Council would have the 
authority to grant a specific use for a 
building if the landowner shows that 
certain conditions of hardship exist. 
For example, a property may be 
suited for only a few particular uses. 

eThe proposed use would be one 
that is presently not permitted. 

The petitioner would have to show 
that the proposed use would not ad- 
versely affect property values or pub- 
lic health and safety. 

eThe Council could grant a vari- 
ance on setback (the distance be- 
tween the building and streets, alleys, 
or other buildings) and off-street 
parking requirements. 
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eThe Council also could impose 
limitations and restrictions to the 
proposed planned development. (Ex- 
amples of restrictions are screening 
the property or limiting the number 
of parked cars in front of the build- 
ing.) 

eWith approval of a planned de- 
velopment use, the petitioner would 
have to file proof of the approval with 
the Vigo County recorder. 

elf the planned development did 
not materialize within one year of 
approval it would become void. 

eThe planned development ap- 
proval would transfer with the prop- 
erty. if, it were sold ,- 
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Aimed At Updating 
City Neighborhoods 


By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Star Staff Writer 
1982 


Terre Haute’s City Counc is Wo ed to con- 
sider at least two zoning ordinance changes this 
summer aimed in part at improving older, blighted 
neighborhoods. =~ 

Thursday the council is scheduled to discuss a 
new zoning category that would allow a property 
owner to put a specific business in a residential 
area, for example, without changing the property’s 
«residential zoning. , n S 

In August the council will discuss loosening 
several zoning requirements that the oard of 
Zoning Appeals says have been the subject of 
frequent variance requests. ~% 

In addition, the Vigo County Area Plan Com- 
mission might recommend that-the council allow 
= mobile homes in lots as small as 5,000 square feet 
~ in designated poverty areas. Area Pian Director 
Gary Brett said Tuesday that he will draw up that 
recommendation in two or three months. 

“Planned development,” the new zoning catego- 
ry to be considered Thursday, would allow the 
council to grant specific exceptions to normal 
zoning district uses without incurring the dangers 
of a blanket rezoning. Thus, the council could allow 
a beauty shop in a residential area without giving 
permission for all other commercial disigis 
at the same time. , Fay 

The owner requesting the planned development 
zoning would have to show that his project was 
compatible with the neighborhood and that some 
type of hardship, such as neighborhood deteriora- 
tion, made standard uses impractical. 
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According to Brett, the present system some 
times leads the council to deny rezonings for 
projects that it likes because it fears other poten- 
tial uses permitted under the rezoning. The new 
system, he said, might facilitate redevelopment of 
vacant land. 

Meanwhile, the Board of Zoning Appeals wants 
the council to raise height limits for fences to six 
feet -from five feet and to reduce the amount of 
corner lot land that must be kept vacant to allow 
visibility at intersections. 

-Other changes proposed by the board would allow 
it to grant unlimited variances, instead of the 25 
percent deviation permitted now, and would let 
others of lots with two buildings subdivide, even if 
the property didn’t conform to the zoning code. 

The ability to subdivide small lots would mean 
that owners with two buildings could sell one to an 
investor who wanted to improve it, according to 
Jim Finger, land use planner with the Area Plan 
Department. Sometimes owners in older neighbor- 
hoods don’t have the money to rehabilitate both 
buildings, Finger said, so under the present sys- 
tem, they deteriorate. 

Finally, Brett wants a change in the manufac- 
tured home ordinance adopted by the council in 
June. The council tightened its restrictions on 
single-wide mobile homes outside trailer parks by 
prohibiting variances from the 20,000-square-foot 
minimum lot requirements. ? 

That lot size requirement should be tower for 
blighted neighborhoods, where even mobile homes | 
would be an improvement, Brett argues. In those 
areas, “if you can build a house on it, you should. 
be able to put a mobile home on it,” he said. 
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Council pgss s zoning measure 


By SUE LOUGHLIN 
Staff Writer 

Despite protests from Farrington 
Grove residents, the Terre Haute City 
Council passed a measure last night 
which established a new zoning cate- 
gory known as “planned development 
uses.” 

As explained by Gerald A. Brett, 
executive director of the Vigo County 
Area Planning Department, the new 
category will allow the council to 
grant specific uses of a property not 
otherwise permitted in the zoned dis- 
trict. 

For example, the council might 
approve a planned development al- 
lowing a beauty shop in an area zoned 
residential; if sold, however, any 
future owners would have to use it as 
a beauty shop, or else the property 
would revert back to the residential 
classification. 

A petitioner would also have to 
show that the planned development 
was compatible with the neighbor- 
hood, and that some type of hardship 
made standard uses impractical. 

George Amies, 1215 S. Center, was 
concerned about the effect the or- 
dinance might have on the Farrington 
Grove area. “Who will decide if 
something adversely affects my prop- 
erty?” he said. ‘‘Surely you'd want 
the input of people living in the area.” 

Council President Larry Kirchner 
explained that residents would still 
have opportunity for public comment, 
since the matter-would have to come 
before council just as for any other 
rezoning request. 

Amies said that members of Far- 
rington Grove were against the new 
zoning classification. “In our area, 
we feel we're trying to create some- 


thing for Terre Haute by making the 
district historical,” he said. ‘‘We 
don’t feel this is going to do anything 
for us.” 

Kirchner replied that “this council 
in particular has always been sympa- 
thetic toward Farrington Grove.” 
But he also pointed out that the 
ordinance was meant to serve all of 
Terre Haute — not just Farrington 
Grove. 

Kirchner said that the new rezon- 
ing classification would protect the 
area, since it would restrict the use of 
the property to one particular 
purpose. This alleviates the need for 
blanket rezoning, he said, pointing out 
that a property rezoned C-2 (com- 
mercial) would be open to as many as 
as 100 different uses. 

“The way I read it is that it 
(planned development) is more re- 
strictive, and better for Farrington 
Grove,” council member Judith An- 
derson said. 

“The way we feel as individuals is 
that it affects you favorably,” 
Kirchner said. 

The council passed the measure 
7-0, with an amendment reducing the 
amount of time a person has to 
implement the new use from one year 
to six months. 

In other matters, the council 
passed a measure which seeks to 
establish a director of the Emergency 
Medical Technicians in 1983. Council 
member June Hanley suggested two 
changes to the original proposal: that 
the proposed salary be dropped from 
$15,973 to $15,850, and that the direc- 
tor of ambulance services ‘‘must be 
equally qualified as any fireman with 
the rank of EMT or more.” 

In requesting the salary reduction, 
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Hanley said that she wanted to clarify 
that the new position was not the 
same as a new assistant fire chief. 

The 1983 salary for an assistant fire 
chief is tentatively set for $15,973. 

The council also approved or- 
dinances establishing 10 percent in- 
creases for city hall employees (ex- 
cluding firemen, police and employ- 
ees covered by unions) and elected 
officials. Hanley said that the or- 
dinances are required by law and 
represent a first step before budget 
hearings. 

The new salaries could be cut to 
less than 10 percent — but they cannot 
increase above that amount. 

The council struck from the record 
a provision stipulating that new em- 
ployees be paid at 10 percent less than 
regular employees for six months. 

The 10 percent reduced salary was 
also dropped from a 1981 ordinance, 
which means that new employees 
hired this year will be paid the same 
amount that current employees 
make. $ 


The changes came at the request of 
City Attorney Bob Effner, wie said 
that the 10 percent reduction for new 
employees was hurting efforts to at- 
tract new employees to city hall. “It 
is very difficult for myself and other 
department heads to attract compe- 
tent help if they have 10 percent cut 
(from their salaries) for six months.” 


The council will call a special 
session for its August meeting so that 
council members can attend a hear- 
ing planned by the Terre Haute Water 
Works Corp. to discuss their proposed 
water rate increases. 

The special session will be con- 
ducted Aug. 11. 
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make common sense 


Given the fire and brimstone being 
directed at proponents of zoning these 
days in Vigo County, a quite sensible 
measure that passed the Terre Haute 
City Council Thursday night may be 
overlooked. 

It’s called planned development, a 
somewhat bureaucratic term that 
translates simply: common sense 
planning. 

As Gary Brett, area plan director 
for Vigo County, explained in a news 
story this week, such planning allows 
community improvement — which 
we all support — and at the same 
time prevents business development 
that would overwhelm, rather than 
enhance, a neighborhood. 

Consider a mom-and-pop business, 
say an upholstery shop, whose 
owners, mom and pop, want to con- 
vert their garage into a shop. This is 
in a residential neighborhood, mind 
you. 

This is how the system worked 
under the former plan: Mom and pop 
ask the city to let them open their 
business. The city might deny the 
request, reasoning that if it allows 
one business to move into a neighbor- 
hood it would then lose control of the 
area. Consequently, a useful business 
is rebuffed and the neighborhood suf- 
fers — not to mention mom and pop’s 
dreams. 

Under planned development, the 
system would work this way: Mom 
and pop would have to prove to the 
city that their shop wouldn’t hurt the 
neighborhood — that it would cause 
no danger or irritation to the people 
living next door or down the block. If 
that could be proven satisfactorily, 
the city could approve a rezoning for 
the shop without rezoning the entire 
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area commercial or leaving the door 
open for other commercial uses of the 
property. Under the ordinance passed 
Thursday night, an applicant has to 
prove his planned use meets at least 
one of five restrictive criterion. 

A major safeguard of the planned 
development is that when the proper- 
ty is sold, the new owner would have 
to use mom and pop’s shop for up- 
holstery work — he couldn’t convert 
it into a machine shop. 

Another zoning matter scheduled 
for council consideration next month 
also makes plain sense. 

Jim Finger, land use planner with 
the Area Plan Department, explained 
this one: A person has two buildings 
on a single lot. He has the opportunity 
to sell one building, but not both. 
Under present regulations, that is 
likely to be denied. 

Under area planning’s proposal, 
that would change so a lot could be 
subdivided to allow an investor to 
purchase one building and, the theory 
goes, rehabilitate it. The idea is that 
at least one of the buildings would be 
improved — and the neighborhoodd 
with it — rather than sitting idle. 

Neither of these initiatives is the 
way zoning has been practiced in 
Terre Haute, But both offer an ap- 
proach more attuned to neighborhood 
improvement and still contain neces- 
sary safeguards. 

We commend the City Council for 
passing the planned development zon- 
ing ordinance and we urge it to 
approve the subdivided lot option 
later this summer. 
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Battle lines being drawn in kps on's Grove 


By SUE LOUGHLIN 
Staff Writer 

Ann Wilson claims she is being “crucified” for some- 
thing that several other people are doing. 

Bob and Kate Larson claim Mrs. Wilson is exploiting the 
neighborhood by using R-2 (two family) zoned homes as 
apartment units. 

Meanwhile, Mrs. Wilson’s tenants claim the move to 
shut down her rental units is rooted in prejudice toward 
them. 

Mrs. Wilson, 617 Center St., was originally scheduled to 
appear in city court this morning on charges that she has 
violated the city’s zoning ordinances. 

But according to Bob Effner, city attorney, new develop- 
ments this morning will lead to one of two actions: The 
trial may be postponed, or Wilson may plead guilty, and 
the city judge would take the matter under advisement. 
“It’s in a state of flux,” he said. 

Mrs. Wilson owns three homes on Center Street. Those 
singled out for violations are at 627-629 Center St., which 
has three apartments and a structure used as a residence 
in back, and 633-635 Center, which has three apartments. 

Members of the Farrington’s Grove Historical District, 
Inc. say they have gathered evidence for at least a year in 
order to bring about Mrs. Wilson’s prosecution. That 
evidence was presented to the city building inspector. 

This morning, Mrs. Larson accused the city of delay 
tactics in the matter. “‘The neighborhood is outraged,” she 
said. Originally, several members of the association had 
planned to attend this morning’s court session. 

The Larsons said they hoped to use Wilson as a test case, 
and if successful, would make efforts to pursue other 
zoning violators. 


“Its a very long process,” said Larson, who with his 
wife, Kate, are co-presidents of the historic preservation 
group. “But this is a distinct violation. If it’s not successful 
here, it probably won’t be anywhere.” 

In a certified letter sent May 12 to Tom Shoaff, building 
and zoning inspector, district officials cited several vio- 
lations involving Wilson’s properties: Keeping apartments 
in an area zoned for two families; using a “garage” as a 
dwelling unit; having more than one principal building on 
a zoned lot; and making various alterations and additions 
to the structures after the area had been rezoned to R22, 
a measure which was passed by the city council on Feb. 
9, 1978. 

“She’s taken R-2 homes and put in way, way too many 
people,” Mrs. Larson said Monday. “It’s ruining our 
property values and taxing city services.” 

The Larsons acknowledge there are many similar 
violations in the area, and several cases of absentee 
landlords. ‘‘But we feel this (violation) is one of the worst. 
We're trying to stop the destruction before it gets out of 
hand.” 

She said the historic preservation area has state recog- 
nition, and members are working toward gaining federal 
recognition. “We never will if this kind of thing con- 
tinues,”’ she said. 

Shoaff said Wilson was advised in a letter dated Jan. 25 
to cease illegal zoning use or to rezone the property to R3 
(multi-family ). 

In an interview conducted Monday afternoon, Mrs. 
Wilson acknowledged that she did have more than two 
residents at each of the cited addresses. She said that her 
home at 617 Center also has three apartments. “Why they 
haven’t contested this one, Idon’t know,” she said. She has 


lived in the area 14 years, and did not approve of the R2 
rezoning. 

Mrs. Wilson lashed out at members of Farrington’s 
Grove Historical District. ‘“‘They’re crucifying me for 
something everyone else is doing,” she said. In a walking 
tour of the area, she pointed to several homes which she 
said are used as apartment dwellings. She noted that the 
area across the alley behind her home was zoned R43; the 
homes are located on Sixth Street, which is included in the 
historic district. 

She also maintained that residents are trying to ‘‘push 
me out of business. The attitude of the neighbors is really 
kind of bad,” she said. 

Wilson also claims — contrary to assertions made by 
Farrington’s Grove members — that she did have neces- 
sary building permits and variances. But she also said that 
she “threw them all away.” 

She had a few words of warning to residents of the 
district. She believes the conversion of homes into apart- 
ments is an economic necessity due to inflation and high 
utility rates. 

‘You have to have income,” she said. She predicts 
residents will leave the area if they are not allowed to keep 
apartments. “Tl probably leave, eventually,” she said. 

During the walking tour, Mrs. Wilson pointed to what she 
felt were much more pressing problems in the area: 
Abandoned cars, weedy lots, vacant homes, trash in alleys. 
“There are so many other bad points that need to be picked 
on ... there’s far too much stress on the wrong thing.” 

She said she has made a strong effort to maintain her 
properties. 

She said other apartment owners felt they were pro- 
tected by a “‘grandfather'‘ clause before the R2 rezoning 
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took effect. 
According to Wilson, most of her tenants are students at 


Indiana State University. Farhad Hatami, 21, lives in the 
unit at 629 Center. Echoing the opinion of a friend, he said, 
“I think it could be prejudice.” He said no one lived in the 
627 apartment. 


Across a paved parking area, he said there were three 
apartments at the 633-635 area, each occupying one floor. 
The students there were both American and Iranian. 


Hatami noted that he did not want to lose his home. 

But the Larsons said they would favor making the 
residents leave in order to bring the homes in compliance 
with the law. 

The Larsons said they are not on speaking terms with 
Wilson. 

In addition, they said they will fight if Wilson attempts 
to rezone the homes to R3. “That’s just a way of legalizing 
what's illegal,” he said. 


Going one step further, Larson pointed out that spot 
zoning is illegal according to the city’s zoning ordinance. 


The Larsons also had a few strong words for the City — 
Council, particularly with regard to spot zoning. ‘‘The 
council has quite often voted in’ favor of these things,” 
Larson said. “I’ve never understood how a city council is 
so powerful that they have a right to violate the city 
ordinance.” 

He maintained that apartments such as Wilson’s create 
a higher population density, which he said is the “first step 
to deterioration.” 

“We have a lot of money in this house, and we hate to 
lose it,” he said. 
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se of Farrington’s Grove property owner 
rte Wilson may — or may not — go to trial. 

* Ms. Wilson was scheduled to go on trial Tuesday 
in city court on charges of zoning violations at | 
properties located at 627629 Center St., and 633-635 
Center. 

She was charged with having apartment units in 
areas zoned two-family (R-2). Members of | 
Farrington’s Grove Historical District Inc. had | 
hoped to use the trial as a “test case” in order to 
bring about the prosecution of other violators. | 

Wilson’s attorney was not able to attend at the 
scheduled time because of duties in Vigo County 
Court Division 5. 

“We'll try to work something out,” City Attorney 
Robert Effner said today. “If we can’t, then we will 
try it.” 

City Court Judge James Lewis continued the case 
until July 30, with the understanding that the 
attorneys could work out a date prior to that time. 

Wilson’s attorney is Gary Rider. 
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By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Staff Writer 

A local frame shop may serve as the test case for 
Terre Haute’s new ‘‘specific use” zoning law to be 
reviewed by City Council when it meets next week. 

Kay Burroughs asked Thursday to move her frame 
business into her home at 831 S. 20th St. because she 
said she could no longer afford to lease commercial 
space. 

a About 20 neighbors attended to the meeting to 
protest her request. They said the business would 
hurt the neighborhood. 

In an effort to reach a compromise, Council 
President Larry Kirchner suggested Mrs. Burroughs 
drop her request for commercial rezoning and ask 
for “specific use” designation instead. 

Under ‘‘specific use,” Mrs. Burroughs would be 
able to run her frame shop but no other non- 
residential use would be allowed on her property. If 
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the framing business closed, the property again 
would be subject to normal residential uses only. 

The council passed that new zoning provision in 
July so that it could approve a particular business, 
for example, without leaving the door open to other 
types of businesses that might be undesirable at a 
proposed location. The provision was aimed in part 
at facilitating redevelopment in older areas. 

Mrs. Burroughs agreed to change her request, but 
neighbors still objected to the frame shop. Some 
small businesses already are in the neighborhood and 
residents said they do not want more. 

“This is just the beginning of something closing in 
on us,” said John Mullican, who said he bought a 
house near Mrs. Burroughs’ only four months ago. 

In other rezoning cases, Tom Roberts, owner of a 
popcorn business, got a favorable reception from the 
council for his request for commercial ere at 13th 
and College streets. 
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“That corner has been vacant.for several years,” 
Councilman Ray Azar said. “This area needs some 
revitalization.” 

In other business: 

e A petition for a mobile home at 25th and 
Dimmick streets, which roused neighborhood opposi- 
tion last month, was withdrawn. 


e The council heard a Board of Zoning Appeals 
proposal to raise the height limit on fences to six 
from five feet and to reduce the amount of space that 
must be left vacant on corner lots for visibility. 


The proposal also would allow property owners 
with two buildings on undersized lots in older parts 
of town to subdivide. 

e The council’s regular business meeting was 
changed to Aug. 11 from Aug. 12 to allow council 
members to attend a Terre Haute Water Works 
Corp. meeting on a proposed water rate increase. 
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City lot inspection turns up 
unexpected pair of ponies 


By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Staff Writer 

Things were going fairly smoothly 
Wednesday on Dean Branson’s in- 
spection tour of city lots that he 
recently contracted out for 
clearance. 

For the most part, Branson said he 
was pleased with the job that Mike 
Willison Builders did, although some 
additional work was needed. 

Then he happened upon two ponies 
grazing on a city lot at 21st and Ash 
streets. Earlier this year, Branson, 
the city’s real estate administrator, 
said he had paid $500 to have that lot 
cleared. 

The ponies were trespassing, he 
said. The parcel was targeted for 
deeding to the adjoining property 
owner, he said, and deed restrictions 
prohibited grazing. 

Actually, only one of the tres- 
passers, a chestnut mare called 
Friskie, is a pony. The other, accord- 
ing to owner Donna Haverland, is a 
stallion named Joey who had failed to 
do his job when she tried to breed 
him. 

“My recommendation would be to 
give them some pep pills and to put 
them out to pasture in the country 
somewhere,” said Branson. 

Haverland, who lives two houses 
east of the lot, said that she had 
gotten Friskie about two years ago 
for her six kids. Joey came a year 


later, she said. T AUG1 2 1982 

After growing up in San Francisco 
with unfulfilled desires for a horse, 
she said she was determined ‘“‘to do 
better” for her children. 

The kids, she said, shoveled snow 
and did odd jobs to pay for hay in the 
winter. 

During the summer, she said she 
grazed the horses on'her own proper- 
ty until the grass was eaten. Then she 
said she’d seek neighbors’ permission 
to graze the horses on their land. 

When the city lot was cleared about 
a month ago, she said she started 
grazing the horses there. 

Haverland readily admits that 
some of her neighbors object to the 
horses. A Vigo County Department of 
Health inspector said that it was 
neighbors’ complaints that prompted 
her to visit Haverland Wednesday. 

But as long as Haverland cleaned 
up the manure and confined the 
horses to her own property, she could 
keep them, the inspector said. 

City Attorney Robert Effner_said 

that he didn’t know whether munici- 
pal ordinances outlawed horses inside 
city limits. 
- Branson, though, said that he will 
try to get the horses off of city 
property. Haverland said that she 
doesn’t mind moving them. 

“But before I sell those horses, I’m 
going to move to the country,” she 
said. 
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU — A neighborhood kid plays with Donna 
Haverland’s mare, Friskie, an ebject of neighbors’ complaints in the 
vicinity of 21st and Ash streets. Staff Photo/Randy Prophet 
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Hulman’s request to vacate 


SEP 3 1982 


alley faces council opposition 


Hulman & Co.’s request to have an 
alley near the firm vacated ran into 
opposition from Councilman Ray 
Azar at Thursday’s City Council sun- 
shine meeting. 

“I don’t know whether I'd be in 
favor,” Azar said. “In basketball 
season, people walk and park there.” 

The alley runs through Hulman 
property at Ninth Street and Wabash 
Avenue, and is used by people going 
to Hulman Center, council members 
said. Hulman wants the city to vacate 
the alley for security reasons, 
Hulman attorney George Brattain 
said after the meeting. 

Brattain wasn’t on hand to answer 
Azar’s arguments at the meeting 
itself and declined to comment 
further afterwards. He arrived at 
7:30 p.m., the regular council time, 
but the council met at 6 p.m. 

Brattain said he saw no advertise- 
ment of the time change and a check 
of the legal notices in the newspaper 
seems to show that none appeared. 

Councilwoman Judith Anderson, 

though, said that Hulman property 
-ħad been vandalized and the company 
‘Swanted to erect a fence. The fire 
-department favored the proposal, she 
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said, because parking in the alley 
blocked off emergency vehicles. 
Hulman had agreed to a fire depart- 
ment request that it prohibit alley 
parking if the property was vacated, 
she said. 

Also running into opposition Thurs- 
day was a rezoning request to allow a 
gas station at 1401 Fort Harrison 
Road. The gas station would have six 
to seven times the assessed valuation 
of the house that now stands there, 
said Michael Ireland, attorney for 
property owners Larry and Carol Van 
Hook. 


But neighbors objected to the re- 
zoning, arguing that rainwater from 
the gas station might flood their 
property and that gasoline from the 
tanks might seep into water wells. 

Also Thursday, the council was 
presented a proposal to transfer 
$35,000 from the fund for capital 
improvements to pay for rubberiza- 
tion of railroad crossings. 

The council will meet next Thurs- 
day, again at 6 p.m. The council 
changed its September meeting times 
at its Aug. 30 budget hearing to allow 
council members to attend utility 
rate increase hearings Sept. 2 and 9. 
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Zoning board’s checks 


Besides passing one zoning variance and rejecting 
another, Board of Zoning Appeals members received their 
quarterly checks at Monday’s meeting — two weeks late. 

The checks were issued by the City Controller’s office 
Oct. 12 and mistakenly placed in Building, Inspector 
Thomas Shoaff’s “drawer” instead of mailed to board 
secretary John Hanley, staff said. The checks sat in 
Shoaff’s office until the morning of the Nov. 1 board 
meeting, when Shoaff’s staff returned them to the 
controller’s office. 

Hanley said the checks were in a stamped envelope 
addressed to him. Customarily, Hanley said that he mails 
the checks to board members soon after receiving them, 
unless a board meeting is scheduled for the next week. 

Board members are paid $128.30 each quarter and 
Hanley as secretary receives $125 a month. 

Shoaff said the board checks were put in safe keeping 
along with other checks and that he didn’t notice them until 
the other checks were mailed out. Normally, he said that 
his office doesn’t hold checks for two weeks, but was busy 
this month. 

The building inspector’s office lost its two summer 
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Board members, perturbed 4 delay, closed their 
meeting by saying that Shoaff is required by law to attend 
board meetings, although he doesn’t do so regularly. The 
building inspector is the official who denies building 
permits if plans don’t comply with city zoning laws, so 
Shoaff should be there to explain the denial, they said. 


Shoaff declined comment. 

In its regular business, the board used recently acquired 
powers to allow William Price to subdivide his lot at 
Fourth and Oak streets. The lot has two buildings and the 
subdivision will allow Price to sell one, which subsequently 
would be rehabilitated. 

The city council this summer empowered the board to 
permit subdivisions of lots even if the resulting parcels 
didn’t meet zoning requirements, Jim Finger, Vigo County 
land use planner, said. 

The board, however, denied Lawrence A. Dickerson’s 
request to build a second garage on his property at 2122 S. 
10% St. because the two garages would block Fire 
Department access to the back of Dickerson’s house. 
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Hearings 


Tuesday night 


at seven city locations 


Hearings to receive public comments about desired 
neighborhood improvements to be incorporated into the 
Terre Haute Comprehensive Plan Update will be con- 
ducted at seven locations in the city. All meetings will 
begin at 7 p.m. 

The meeting place and the name of the person conduct- 
ing each session are listed below according to the areas 
designated by number on the city map. 

1) The meeting place is the Collett Park Pavillion. Jan 
Divine, Terre Haute Redevelopment Department, will 
conduct the hearing. 

2) Head Start Office, 3200 Maple Ave. Jim Finger, Vigo 


County Area Planning Department. 

3) Courthouse Annex, Area Planning Department Office, 
120 S. Seventh St. Gary Brett, executive director of the 
area planning department. ? 

4) Meadows Elementary School, 55 S. Brown Ave. Dean 
Branson, redevelopment department. 

5) Girls Club, 1107 S. Fourth St. Robert Baer, area 
planning department. , 

6) Devaney Elementary School, 1011 S. Brown Ave. Mike 
Barnes, redevelopment department. 

7) Rea Park Club House. Marc Elliott, executive 
director of the redevelopment department. 
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LEGEND: MEETING PLACES FOR PUBLIC HEARINGS 


COLLETT PARK PAVILLION 
HEAD START 3200 MAPLE AV. 
COURT HOUSE ANNEX 
MEADOWS ELEM. SCHOOL 


DEVANEY ELEM. SCHOOL 
REA PARK CLUBHOUSE 


This local resident 
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By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

“I think we’re getting back to the 
basics and even though we’re living in 
an urban environment, we need to be 
like farm communities where ever- 
yone pitches in and helps,” said Beth 
Brock, a resident of the Farrington’s 
Grove neighborhood. 

When Mrs. Brock learned last week 
about the upcoming hearings for the 
city comprehensive plan update, she 
started the neighborhood networking 
wheels in motion — specifically, ac- 
tivating the telephone committee. 

Even people who don’t normally 
participate ‘‘should come out” for the 
hearings conducted Tuesday, she 
said. “Every beef they have about 
their community — their 
neighborhood — should come out” 
during the sessions. 

“You have to just throw it in some 
peoples’ faces and pull them out of 
the doors and say this is the type of 
thing you’ve got to come to,” Mrs. 
Brock said. 

Due to a neighborhood ‘‘pitch in 
and help attitude” the Farrington’s 
Grove Historical District Inc., of 
which Mrs. Brock is currently presi- 
dent, has indirectly and directly 
scored a few successes. 

The district’s boundaries include 
Swan Street, north, Eighth Street, 
east; Fourth Street, west; and 
Hulman Street, south, according to 
Mrs. Brock. 

Formed in 1976, Mrs. Brock said 
residents feared that urban problems 
were influence the neighborhood. 

A popular area for college students, 
because of the campus proximity, and 
also other renters, Mrs. Brock dis- 
cussed the impact of ‘‘multi-family 
dwellings” on the neighborhood. 


Even people 
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“Say you've go 
— five on each side — and the houses 
are large enough to hold 10 families.” 
For example, a house with two apart- 
ment dwellings might be rented by 
five people to each apartment. 
“You’ve gone from three families to 
10 families,” which increases the 
parking need, trash need and other 
things, she explained. 

From another perspective, the dis- 
trict formation fulfilled some other 
purposes including historical pre- 
servation. 

The association also determined 
goals including guiding the growth of 
the district to ‘‘insure the protection 
of the special quality of uniqueness 
that now exists’ and ‘‘to limit uses 
that are not compatible with the 
district and to strengthen controls 
that will lead to improvement of 
design and rehabilitation of struc- 
‘tures and sites,’ according to a re- 
cent newsletter. 

The newsletter also stated, “‘It was 
through Farrington’s Grove that the 
trash ordiance was written. Because 
of the case pressed against a property 
we showed that use of this ordinance 
could be effective.” 

Headed into the hearing Tuesday, 
Mrs. Brock has one primary 
grievance to air. 

“We've got a really bad problem 
with the enforcement of the present 
zoning ordinance,” She said. 
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She explained 
ordinance was passed which changed 
a “great deal’’ of the Farrington's 
Grove area to an R-2 (two-family 
residence district) zoning classifica- 
tion. 

Multi-family dwellings, however, 
were protected under a grandfather 
clause. 

Some of the multi-family dwellings 
have apparently become the source of 
loopholes in the law, including 


, variances granted, she claims. And, 


enforcement of the current zoning has 
been a “problem,” according to Mrs. 
Brock. 

She also has opinions about the 
downtown development and concerns 
about its affect on her nearby 
neighborhood. 

Will urban blight set in or will the 
neighborhood have access to shopping 
facilities she feels should be 
available? 

“I think one of the major parts of 
an area to keep it alive are the 
commodities that can be purchased 
close at hand,” she said. 

A grocery store and children’s shoe 
and clothing store are high priorites 
for her and others, she said. 

“If we want to keep the money in 
Terre Haute, I suggest they have the 
facilities available in Terre Haute 
instead of driving to a city.... We 
want to maintain a high quality of 
living in our area with all the 
facilities available to a suburban 
person.” , 


normally 
participate “should come out” for the hear- 
ings conducted Tuesday, she said. 

“You have to just throw it in some peoples’ 
faces and pull them out of the doors and say 
this is the type of thing you've got to come 
to,” Mrs. Brock said. 
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Also, Mrs. Brock and her neighbors 
“a stabilized family neighborhood 
where you know who your next-door 
neighbor is from month to month. 
You know that the lawn is going to be 
mowed. 

“We're out to protect our standard 


of living and unless we do it, no one 


is going to,” she said. 
Consequently, Mrs. Brock plans to 
attend the Tuesday hearing in her 
neighborhood. 
She’s already prepared a list of 
items which might be discussed. 
Her list in addition to zoning en- 
forcement includes (representing not 
just her suggestions, but other resi- 
dents’ also), in part, the following: 
— Coordination between the city 
and utility services. ‘‘There should be 
some master plan,” Mrs. Brock sug- 
gests, “so you don’t have the same 
hole patched up four different times 


by four different groups.” Depending 
on the type of utility repair or in- 
stallation, Mrs. Brock asserts that 
both the utility companies and the 
city would save money by coordinat- 
ing repairs. 

-— Alleys. They should graded and 
covered with ‘something non-dust 
polluting,” according to Mrs. Brock. 
The city’s trash ordinance should be 
enforced and also ‘‘there should be a 
law against people dumping furniture 
in the alleys.” 

— Parking. There’s an insufficient 
number of off-street parking spaces 
for the number of multi-family dwell- 
ings in the Farrington’s Grove 
Neighborhood, she said. Also, due the 
overpopulation the neighborhood 
which, according to Mrs. Brock, in- 
cludes a large number of elderly 
people, ‘‘maybe there could be 
something called elderly parking or 
handicapped parking.” 


— Schools. ‘‘Neighborhood schools” 


are another thing that really bond a 
neighborhood together.” Reacting to 
speculation that Fairbanks School 
will close, she said, “If they close 


Fairbanks, hopefully they'll build . 


another school there.... They should 
understand that busing is not a real 
alternative. That’s an expensive 
alternative to a neighborhood 
school.” 

She probably will also mention 
sewer and drainage problems and 
street cleaning. 

Statements to be made Tuesday 
aside, Mrs. Brock has another goal in 
relation to Farrington’s Grove. 

It is ‘‘that the people of 
Farrington’s Grove would bond 
together and realize that as a 
neighborhood association, we have 
worked on all of these problems 
stated to one degree or another. 

“And, if more people would find 
these things important, they could 
help the association become stronger 
and more unified. And, with a 
stronger association, we could work 
more efficiently with the city.” 

The larger goal being to ‘‘work out 
problems before having to go to legal 
means.” 

From the city, Mrs. Brock said she 
wish “the city would give us the 
material we need to be able to make 
sure that all persons in our 
neighborhood were informed — 
rather than depend on the media.” 
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By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Citywide improvements and goals 
for Terre Haute for the next five to 
10 years will be the topic of a second 
public hearing on Oct. 5 for the Terre 
Haute Comprehensive Plan Update. 

The Monday evening public forum 
will provide an opportunity for local 
citizens to suggest ‘improvements 
that would affect the city as a whole, 
rather than a particular 
neighborhood,” according to Marc 
Elliott, director of the city’s re- 
development department. 

Approximately 160 local residents 
attended the first public hearings for 
the plan, which were simultaneously 
conducted at seven different loca- 
tions Sept. 8. 

The upcoming meeting is ten- 
tatively scheduled to begin at 7 p.m., 
but the location has not yet been 
announced. This meeting was 
originally scheduled to occur Oct. 1. 

But, in order to accommodate 
citizens who might want to attend 
the City Council sunshine session on 
Oct. 1, the meeting was changed to 


+: y 
Fla 7 Cog (th / 
Oct. 5, according to-lliott. 

To begin discussion at the 
scheduled hearing, Elliott said at- 
tendees might be asked, ‘‘What type 
of city they would like to see Terre 
Haute become in the next five to 10 
years?” 

The proposed Third Street over- 
pass, downtown development, air 
and water quality, cable television 
and industrial development are ex- 
amples of subjects which might be 
discussed. 

However, both Elliott and Gary 
Brett, Vigo County Area Planning 
Department. emphasized that the 
meeting is for citizens’ comments 
and that officials do not have a 
predetermined agenda. 

Suggestions from the public hear- 
ings will be incorporated into the 
plan, he said, and policy statements 
will be made based on the sugges- 
tions of local people. 

The incorporation of comments 
into the plan update, however, does 
not necessarily mean that those sug- 
gestions will be acted on. 

As explained by local officials, 
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some recommendations are not 
financially realistic. But the plan 
can function as a guideline for future 
improvements. 

For example, Brett noted that 
suggestions from the first hearings 
were both short and long-term 
needs. 

Drainage problems and requests 
for stop signs will be dealt with 
differently than lorig-range improve- 
ments, which will require capital 
improvement funds. If there's a pro- 
blem because of lack of storm 
drains, that will require capital im- 
provement funds, he explained. 

City problems identified in the 
plan are ‘the basis for seeking ‘‘dif- 
ferent grants and federal funds,” he 
said. 

Concerning complaints, which 
surfaced at the recent meetings, 
about an alleged lack of zoning en- 
forcement, Brett said, “Yes,” the 
problem existed. but he qualified the 
statement by adding that it was also 
a problem with the previous city 
administration. 

He indicated that the current city 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

^ three-phase strategy for 
improvements in downtown 
Terre Haute was presented to 
and approved by. the Downtown 
Improvement | Committee 
Thursday. i 

The three phases are outlived 
below 


(1) Organization of Down- 
town Development Associa- 
tion; 

(2) Preparation of a Phase I 
Urban Design Action Manual 


(3) Careful positioning of 
proposed new city/county. of- 
fice building to reinforce down- 
town economically and visual- 
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(4) Special attention to 
ground floor spaces of the Dem- 
ing Hotel and Terre Haute 
House 


(5) Promotion and support 


for remodeling of vacant stores 
and their economic tenancy; peri py 

(6) Encouragement to gas as SGI E SRE a A 
private property owners to re- {m — i RA AEI ia 
move blighted and obsolete -7 yo Sone j S EI A | 
structures not lending them- (AN ma AR g e Twp a | 
selves to recycling: { 7 | « ae ol li i , 

(7) Encouragement for re- \ {] bare: PR y E s MON P 
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page ‘ pith scat sh de n L  ~-MULBE RS : im anao 
farmer’s. market; (b) Fair- m= ra: 


banks Library — use to be m 
determined; (c) railroad sta- 
tion — use to be determined; | 
(d) old opera house — use to be 
determined; 

(8) Development. of 
forth/outh pedestrian links 

(9) Encouraging a strategic 
downtown location for ISU Per- 
forming Arts Center 

(10) Support for development 
of selected street closings to 
make ISU campus safer and 
more attractive; 

(11) Support for constructing 
additional greenways and 
plazas at interface areas. be- 
tween ISU campus and down- 
town, Baik 
(12) Support for developing j 

attractive automobile ac- 
cess to the University precinct 
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{13) Encouragement for 
physical expansion of the 
Tribune-Star newspaper down- 
town; 

(14) Construction of addi- 
tional greenway linkages; 
PHASE III 

(15) Active participation in 
obtaining a downtown 
botel/motel complex — attrac- 
tive tọ regional meetings and 
conventions; 

(16) Encouragement for the- t j 


pags an of a condominium- 
type professional office build- 


(17) Construction of addi- 


al 


tional greenway linkagés;’ and stra 
(18) Construction of’ new divid 
Swope Art Gallery downtown. Maiz 


STRATEGY MAP — a vie concept for improvements in the 
downtown area of Terre Haute was submitted to and, shortly thereafter, 
approved by be Downtown Improvement Committee Thursday. The 
the enhancement of the downtown sector of the city is 
three phases, with steps in those phases shown on the above 
y at nae and arcompenying wat for explanation). The 
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concept was coordinated by Richard P. Dober and Associates, one of the 
top planning and design firms in the country, with assistance from teams 
from Indiana State University and Indiana officials and the public. The 
above map was presented in a brochure distributed to the Downtown 
Improveme ‘Committee. The three phases of the concept call for the 
improvem@#'s to be started immediately and all to be completed within 
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the Downtown Improvement Committee immediately took action to 
become incorporated in an effort tô carry out e of the steps. More 
information on the incorporatios action is p in a story on 
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ISU Takes Active Role ir in Improvement 
Plans 


By KAYE HOOLE, 
COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writers 


Indiana State University is to take an 
active role in the overall concept for 
improvements ìn the downtown area. 

That concept was revealed on June 30 
and action has since been taken toward 
implementation of the three phases in 
the concept. 

Two of ISU’s representatives involved 
in the development of the strategy for 
downtown improvement gave The 
TRIBUNE their views on the project 
and explained some of its specific ef- 
fects on the campus. 

“Whatever happens to the downtown 
wil! affect the university,” said Dr. 
Richard Landini, president of ISU, in 
comments during a recent news con- 
ference. “For this reason, it is impor- 
tant that a spirit of cooperation exist.” 

Dr. Landini is a director of the special 
not-for-profit corporation formed to ov- 
ersee the implementation of the con- 
cept. 

K the downtown improvement pro- 

did not exist, ISU would still be 
na ved in a set of renovations and 
renewal expansions,” Dr. Landini ex- 
plained. “A point is reached where 
square footage space cannot be the 
concern. The concern must center with 
quality space.” 


One such renovation and expansion 
program at ISU is in the process of 


completion, with thé School of Educa- 
tion to be moved into the remodeled 
Statesman Towers complex this month, 
according to Dr. Landini. 

In other areas, he reported the univer- 
sity plans to tear down some of the 
older, unsightly buildings around the 
campus. One such building currently 
houses the school newspaper's facilities 
on North Seventh Street. Other buildings 
planned to be demolished are currently 
being leased out, so Dr. Landini said 
those leases would first be honored 
before action is taken. 

“I assume all people in Terre Haute 
and at large would be encouraged to see 
some of the unsightly buildings razed.” 
Dr. Landini said, referring to both the 
plans for demolition on campus and in 
the downtown- proper. ‘‘Some of the 
buildings which surround the campus 
are, quite frankly, in some instances, a 
blight. They tend to repell many.” 

Dr. Landini was enthusiastic about 
the development of grassy ways be- 


tween the campus and downtown and 


also of plaza areas. 

Some street closings are necessary 
for ISU, Landini feels. He added, too, 
that he believes ISU needs one:specific 
place to enter onto campus. 

“Many thinking citizens developed 
this campus and the same type of person 
is involved in the improvement of the 
downtown.” Dr. Landini concluded. 


“We, as citizens of this community, 


should be grateful for all efforts toward 
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For 
Improvement 


The TRIBUNE presents 
today the conclusion 

of a series concerned 
with comments from key 
leaders on the strategy 
for improvement of 
downtown Terre Haute. 
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improvement and energetic toward 
further improvements.” 

Dr. Edward “Jack” Goebel, dean of 
the ISU School of Business, said, “We 
think the project itself, from a concep- 


ao standpoint, has considerable mer- 


cane feel the university is a part of 
downtown, but not synonymous with 


Vigo County Public Library, 
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downtown.” Dr. Goebel said. Dr. Goebel 
was chairman of an ISU committee 
which “worked to gather data for the 
formulation of the concept for the down- 
town area. 

“This project is not an ISU project, 
but a community project,” Dr. Goebel 
emphasized. “ISU would like to play a 
role in development for the benefit of 
the community.” 

Referring to the linkages between ISU 
and downtown, he said, “Overall im- 
provement. and beautification and the 
feeling of tying the campus and down- 
town will benefit both. I think the down- 
town will be much more inviting to not 
only the community, but also more 
inviting to the students.” 

“The important thing is to get the 
community aware of, associated with 
and on our campus,” Dr. Goebel con- 
tinued. He said he feels the project will 
open the campus to people who might be 
downtown and want to “take a brief 
excursion off the downtown path and 
visit our campus.” 


Speaking of the Terre Haute Civic 
Improvment, Inc., selection of Duane 
Sorensen, director of the Center for 
Economic Development at ISU, as ex- 
ecutive director of the corporation, Dr. 
Goebel explained the approval from the 
university for Sorensen to work on the 
project is part of the school’s contribu- 
tion of its “expertise to the community 
wher re tt can be a service to the com- | 


\ 


TEZA } 


munity.” Goebel said Sorensen has had 
previous experience in such economic 
development. areas as urban develop- 
ment. 

“I think you will find that Indiana 
State University will want to play a 
leadership role in this, but not at the 
expense of the community — after all, 

~ this is a community issue and not an ISU 
` issue,” Dr. Goebel concluded. 
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